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WHAT’S THE POINTOF . |

Proverbs?

"3
«fe

SN

Life is:
complex—

S POREEISTIETTS

WHAT'S THIS BOOK ABOUT? Wisdom Ummma on trust in God.

* WHO WROTE IT? Solomon and other wise men.

WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? Solomon wrote and compiled
the majority of these proverbs during his reign in

the 900s B.c. Advisers and scribes during the time
of King Hezekiah added more sayings and probably
arranged the book into its present form (25:1).

- WHERE DOES THIS BOOK FIT? Most of the book of

Proverbs was written by Solomon during the period
of Israel's united kingdom.

- THE BREARKDOWN
* Chapters 1-9: The way of wisdom is the best way
Chapters 10-23: Collected proverbs of Solomon
Chapter 24: Other wise sayings
Chapters 25-29: Other proverbs of Solomon
- Chapter 30: The sayings of Agur
Chapter 31: The sayings of King Lemuel

+ KEY CONCEPTS

* Wisdom

* Discipline

* Fear of the Lord
“ Fools

- SCORECARD

-Solomon : The writer of most of the book
- Agur, King Lemuel: Two other authors named
in the book

: Eszﬁ_gm i _ ]
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> WISDOM. Proverbs is a handbook for

WORTH MEMORIZING
o 1,7
Fear of the Lorp is the foundation
of true knowledge,
but fools despise wisdom and
discipline,
° 3:5-6
Trust in the Lorp with all your heart:
do not depend on your own
understanding.
Seele his will in all you do,
and he will show you which path
to take.
o 15:1
A gentle answer deflects anger,
but harsh words make tempars flare.
o 19:21
You can maie many plans,
but the Loro's purpose will prevail,
° 22:6 .
Direct your children onto the right path,
and when they are older, they will not
leave it.
° 21:17
As iron sharpens iron, ]
$0 a friend sharpens a friend. |

._.=n MASCULINE PERSPECTIVE

1

men and for training boys 1o be men.

It warns about sexual sin, drunkenness,
greed, and power-grabbing. It shows the
benefits of wisdom and points us tothe
source of that wisdom—God.,

|

.>:m skill—or “wisdom,” as the Hebrew is translated—is me “

- Proverbs - , ; |

I n life, skill is what %mﬂ:mc:mgm success from
failure, SQOQ from defeat, and excellence from mediocrity.

o<m§an~:nm. theme in the book of w~o<owvm

In biblical times, wisdom was often @mmmmm m,o_B person to |
person through the use of proverbs—pithy sayings that typically |
capitalized on a comparison or contrast from everyday life. The |
master at creating these short sayings was Solomon—he spoke |
8,000 proverbs during his reign. His wisdom was a gift from
God in answer to prayer, and his wisdom is encapsulated in his | |
proverbs. The book of Proverbs, written primarily by Solomon, |
was designed to produce a nation of people who were skilled at
living a life consistent with God’s spiritual and natural laws. |

No book in the Bible sets forth its purpose with greater clarity |
than Proverbs. The opening paragraph tells us these Proverbs
were given to teach us wisdom and instruction, to enable us to |

perceive words of understanding, and to give prudence to the
simple, and knowledge and discretion to the young.

As we read through Proverbs, especially with the illumination |
of the Holy Spirit, we will learn wisdom—the skill of living—
when it comes to relationships, finances, emotions, attitudes,
integrity, marriage, and disciplines in every area of life. As
Proverbs 1.7 tells us: The fear of the LORD is the beginning of
knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruction. ;
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106 . KNOW YOUR BIBLE

E~O<E~mw

AUTHOR: Solomon, primarily (1 s‘ with mmnao:m mzzoﬁma to ..”:m é_mm_. Qm S
Agur (30:1), and King Lemuel Q 1). Little is known of the latter two.

DATE: Solomon reigned approximately-970-930 BC. The scribes oﬁ King ImNQam:
who lived about two hundred years later, “copied out” the ;_wmmq chapters of ,Sm ,
book we have today (25:1). 3

INTEN WORDS ORLESS S
Pithy, EmBQ.me sayings encourage wmoEm to vzasm 26%8 o

nmﬁ_rm.#m»mm i . o

Proverbs is simply a 8:&285 of practical tips for living, Mainly from the

pen of King Solomon, the wisest human being ever (God said, in 1 Kings
3:12 Nk, I have given youa wise and understanding heart”), the Proverbs

speak to issues like work, money, sex, 88@320? drinking; laziness, disci-

pline, and child rearing. Gs%_&;sm each proverb is the truth that “the mmmw

of the LORD is the _umm:EEm of knowledge” (1.7 xjv).

QUOTABLE
> Trust in Em Lorp with all your heart and &o coﬂ Hms on your own.
:s%ﬁms&zm (3 5 NASB).
v v Go to the ant, %o: &zmmm& consider her 23@ wnm be wise (6:6 ES
> Whoever mwmﬂmm the rod hates their children, but the one who _o<mm Emﬁ ,
nrmmamb a careful to &mSEEm 9m5 (13:24 ZHS : e

EEQ:M >zu czcmcbr . , .
"The final chapter of wﬁosw%m 5&:&8 a Hosm wcmE in Eémm am 2::%q Hmm,a_,
dbzm:& moﬁ ﬁrﬁ time mnm G&ER. - o

Umwﬁcmm e E&m :Em g 1 s.bm& r% ?9 m&w E% ask moa ngm 1:

xmbc vxﬁ<mm¢m a >z_u ,ﬁ

30:5 noc_.mm. <oS :mﬁ qmmasu _m o: _ummm :-.

- . o:m.,
® Three- Zois nocam, your next Emn_sm is on ummm,_ou

@ Six-Month Q_E_.mm,“ your :mxn _‘,mma.sn is on page 107,

KNOW YOUR BIBLE 107

' SEEKING WISDOM AND UNDERSTANDING

When God asked Solomon what he desired more than anything else,
Solomon asked for wisdom—so God granted his request and made him
the wisest man who had ever lived. This wisdom is evident in the book of
Proverbs (1 Kings 3:5-12; 4:29-34).

We, too, do well to recognize the importance of wisdom in our daily lives.
Solomon repeatedly advises, “Get wisdom! Get understanding!” (Prov-
erbs 4:5 255 Em emphasizes this ﬁo:: saying, “Wisdom is the principal
thing; therefore get wisdom.
And in all your getting, get
understanding” (Proverbs 4:7
NKJV). When we get wisdom,
we do ourselves a great favor.
“He who gets wisdom loves
his own soul; he who keeps
understanding will find good”
(Proverbs 19:8 NKJV).

How do we get wisdom? By
listening closely to wise men
and women, and learning
from them. Also, one of the best things we can do to gain wisdom and
understanding is to meditate daily on Gods Word. “If you receive my
words, and treasure my commands within you. . . . Yes, if you cry out for
discernment, and lift up your voice for understanding. . .then you will
understand the fear of the Lorp, and find the knowledge of God. For the
Lorp gives wisdom” (Proverbs 2:1, 3, 5-6 NKJVv). As the psalmist says, “I
have more understanding than all my teachers, for Your testimonies are my
meditation” (Psalm 119:99 NKjV).

In Proverbs chapters 1, 3, and 8, Wisdom is personified as a beautiful woman
whom men are advised to desire more than any other treasure on earth.

Solomon demonstrated great wisdom and understanding. He is depicted here in The
Wisdom of Sofornon by James Tissot (1836-1902),

READ PROVERBS 1 AND 3.
@ Three-Month Course: your next reading is on page 111. -3
& Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 108, ->
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1o KNOW YOUR BIBLE

SEEKING WiSE COUNSEL

One of the wisest things that any of us can do is to have the humility to
admit that we don’t know everything—and to seek wise advice from ma-
turebrothers and sisters in the Lord. The Bible calls this “seeking counsel,”
and Solomon wrote, “Without counsel, plans go awry, but in the multitude
of counselors they are established” (Proverbs 15:22 nkjv). He also stated,
“Wlere there is no counsel, the people fall; but in the multitude of coun-
selors there is safety” (Proverbs 11:14 Nxjv). Those who wish to succeed
in lffe—and in business ventures—are wise to remember that “plans are
established by counsel; by wise counsel wage war” (Proverbs 20:18 Nkjv).
In fact, Solomon candidly stated, “He who heeds counsel is wise” (Proverbs
12:15 NKJV).

READ PROVERBS 12 AND 20,

WiISE SPEECH

You can generally tell whether someone is wise or foolish by the way they
spezk, and what they say. Solomon said, “The mouth of fools poureth out
foolishness” (Proverbs 15:2 kyv). Fools make little effort to control their
tongues. Their pride compels them to boast and make rash accusations,
and their anger causes them to speak hurtful words. A wise man, however,
choeses his words carefully. “A soft answer turneth away wrath: but griev-
ous words stir up anger” (Proverbs 15:1 xyv). In the New Testament, Paul
advises us to “speak the truth in love” (Ephe-
siam§4:15 NLT). We also must know when to be
silert. James says, “If you claim to be religious
but don’t control your tongue, you are fool-
ing yourself, and your religion is worthless”
(Janres 1:26 NLT).

structs s ko choose our words carefully and
of our tengies.

READ PROVERBS 21-22. e

Proverbs 31,

IF YOU'VE EVER TRIED TO IMAGINE the ultimate wife, your fantasy may have combined the physique of a
Hollywood starlet, the wealth of a successful stockbroker, and the housekeeping and caoking skills of
dear old Mom.

King Lemuel, on the other hand, wasn't prone to flights of fantasy. In this description of the ultimate
wife, he paints a picture of a woman who excels at practical skills.

And surprisingly, his perfect wife is a strong, successful woman. Instead of focusing on superficial
attractions that can fade over time, the writer concentrates on the unchanging, internal characteristics
that make a woman virtuous and noble.

This ultimate wife is trustworthy. She helps her husband in what he does, and she enriches their
married life.

She’s a sharp businesswoman who works hard, knows a bargain when she sees one, and uses her many
skitls to make her family happy and healthy, She gets up early in the morning, works into the night, and
feeds her family while negotiating complex real estate deals.

She cares for her family's physical needs, but she also cares about those outside her home, extending
compassion to those less fortunate than she is.

And all the while, she has the internal character that her children and husband praise: strength, dignity,
wisdom, and a sense of humor.

According to King Lemuel, the perfect wife isn't a showpiece fashion plate or a meek and timid servant,
Instead, she’s a strong, industrious woman who brings a touch of grace to all she does.

It's a Good Thing

Proverbs 18:22

SOLOMON SPENDS A LOT OF TIME warning us about the many serious problems men can experience when
they :.m:m around with the wrong kind of women. So it seems only fair that he discuss the other part of the
equation as well: the joys and blessings that can come when a man marries the right woman., :

In 16 simple words, the wise man spells out the earthly and spiritual benefits of marrying well: “The

man who finds a wife finds a treasure, and he receives favor from the Lorp”

During certain periods in church history, marriage didn’t get the credit it deserved, Some in the church

stressed self-denial and celibacy over wedded bliss, Those stern believers thought it better to avoid all
pleasure, particularly the pleasures of sexual union. For centuries, some Christians taught that the Genesis
account of the Garden of Eden showed that women were the sole cause of human sin—and should there-
fore be avoided at all costs.

In recent years, Christians have worked overtime to set the record straight. Marriage not only breaks

down the isolation and loneliness that can make life miserable; it brings a special kind of joy and fulfill-
ment that isn't available in any other relationship.

Marriage brings a balance to life. As Solomon says, being martied to the right wife is a very good thing,

A healthy marriage~with all its ups and downs—is a blessing from the Lord.
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT:

+IT CAN LEAD YOU
AWAY FROM GOD

‘What sorrow for those
who get up early in
the morning

looking for a drink of
alcohol

and spend long evenings
drinking wine

to make themselves
flaming drunk.

They furnish wine and
lovely music at their
grand parties—

lyre and harp,
tarmbourine and
flute—

but they never think
about the Lorp

or notice what he is
QOWLHW. Ve

What scrrow for those
who are heroes at
drixking wine

and boast about all
the alcohol they -
care hold.

They take bribes to let
the wicked go free,
and they punish the
innocent.

Therefore, just as fire
licks up stubble
and day grass shrivels
in the flame,
so their zoots will rot
and their flowers
withuer., ,
For they have rejected
the Taw of the Lorp
~of Hiraven’s Armies; -
they h.ave despised
the word of the
. Holy One of Israel.
ISAIAN B214-12, 22.24

+A BETTER CHOICE

Because we belong to the day, we must live decent
lives for all to see. Don't participate in the darkness
of wild parties and drunkenness, or in sexual
promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling
and jealousy. Instead, clothe yourself with the
presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don‘t let
yourself think about ways to indulge your evil
desires. ROMANS 13:43.44

ok A o

Don’t be drunk with wine, because that
will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with
the Holy Spirit. eruesians s:s

ht Talk about

Proverbs B

TALK ABOUT BLUNTI This chapter definitely doesn’t beat around the bush. The consequences of cheating on
your wife are enough to scare any man: “You will lose your hionor and will lose to merciless people all you
have achieved. Strangers will consume your wealth, and someone else will enjoy the fruit of your labor. In
the end you will groan in anguish when disease consumes your body” (Proverbs 5:9-11).

Maybe you know guys who have strayed, and none of this happened to them. Many people today think
that marriages come and go, with little damage to show for it.

But behind closed doors, adultery causes tremendous damage to a relationship. The betrayal also filters
down and hurts the children of that union.

The advice in this passage to the man tempted by a woman other than his wife is simple: “Stay away
from her!” (5:8). We are given a way to escape; don't ignore it. This is clear advice on how to get out of a
bad situation before it even starts.

Is it okay to have lunch with a female coworker? What about working together on a project past quitting
time? Be honest as you evaluate what is going on in your mind and heart. If temptation lurks around the
corner. .. runl

Instead, go flirt with your wife. That's exactly what verses 15-19 are describing—in fairly explicit language.
When you're tempted by sex outside of marriage, remember that “the Lorp sees clearly what a man does,
examining every path he takes” (5:21).

tral

ultery




1.l
7. N6, Proverbs 31:10-3
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gotten treasures (10:2) 2. Agur (30:4,5) 3. his mother (31:1) 41 a fal
oes ot translate into the English langlage as an acrostic poem. 8. D (30:78-1
 adulteress{7:10-13,18) 10, A(1:10,16) 11, King Lemuel(31:1,8) 12, € (31:16)
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LIFE LESSONS: God is the ultimate source of all wisdom (3;?9). Living Vfoolis'hiy will result in tragedy and regret (9

18).
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