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allow people to cross without punishment. Yet,

as Jesus said, God shows grace even to the
unrighteous (Matthew 5:48). God will send judg-
ment, but only after giving all people time to repent
and change their ways. God does the same thing _
with us today. We may seem to prosper while going |
our own way, but this will last only a short while. If
we do not admit our sin and turn back to God, we
will eventually suffer the consequences of our sin.



- Amos -

et 2 ,%, il hen Paul Harvey gave his famous speech, “So God

ade a Farmer.” at a 1978 convention of the Future Farmers of

America, he began: “God said, ‘I need someone willing to get |

up before dawn, milk cows, work all day in the fields, milk cows
again, eat supper, and then go to town and stay past midnight at
a meeting of the school board. So God made a farmer.”

Well, I have a feeling Amos would have liked that speech. Amos
was a farmer—a sheep breeder and fruit mu.cémax«m.og the
town of Tekoa in Judah. In the eighth century B.C., when God
needed a plainspoken man to deliver His message to Samaria,
He chose a farmer—Amos. Amos traveled north and preached
during a period of prosperity. Worship was hollow and injustice
filled the land, with the rich trampling the rights of the poor.
The book of Amos is a collection of sermons condemning the
nations—including Judah and Samaria—for the absence of true
worship and the presence of true injustice. :

The first two chapters of Amos focus on God’s judgment on the
nations. The next several chapters warn of judgment on Judah
and Samaria. The last half of the final chapter is a beautiful
promise of hope and restoration.

Amos tells us God despises the exercise of empty religious ritual.
Our conduct must always grow from an authentic desire to love
others and please Him, and our lives should always produce a
true harvest of justice and righteousness.

|
l
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KEY THOUGHT:

God hates oppression. His justice will roll down like:
ariver, and His righteousness like a mighty stream
(see Amos 5:24).

E 3

KEY VERSES:

" “The days are coming; says the LORD,

‘when . . . 1 will bring back the captives of My people
Israel .. .. I will plant them in their land, and no longer
shall they be pulled up from the land I have given

, " them, says the LORD your God.”
Amos w.u&w;m .
C 3
KEY ACTION:

Our religious practices are worthless unless we
treat others with integrity and compassion.

%
e
KEY PRAYER:

Lord, may I love others in the same spirit in which
You love them, unconditionally and full of grace.
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A WORKING-CLASS PROPHET

Before he died, around 795 BC, Elisha had prophesied that Israel would
defeat the Arameans (2 Kings 13:14-19), and around 775 BC, Jonah
prophesied that King Jeroboam would restore Israel to its greatest extent
since the days of Solomen. Sure
enough, “he restored the border of
Israel from the entrance of Hamath as
far as the Sea of the Arabah, according
to the word of the Lorp. . .which He
spoke through His servant Jonah”
(2 Kings 14:25 NASB).

The problem was that Israel and
Judah considered their prosperity
as a sign that God approved of their
selfish lifestyles and was blessing them.
They were “men of corrupt minds. . .
supposing that gain is godliness” (1 Timothy 6:5 kjv). In actuality they were
idolatrous, extravagant, and oppressors of the poor.

Amos was a common laborer—a shepherd and orchard worker—in the
village of Tekoa, six miles south of Bethlehem in Judah (Amos 1:1;7:14~15).
God called him to prophesy against both Israel and Judah, so he went boldly
to the religious center at Bethel and preached, “Jeroboam will die by the
sword, and Israel will surely go into exile” (Amos 7:11 N1v). He was bluntly
warned to head back to Judah.

Amos’s message was simple: God was about to bring devastatingjudgment
upon His disobedient people. He had sent them repeated warnings with His
prophets, but if the people didn’t repent, theyd be conquered and carried
into exile and cease existing as a nation.

Amos was a shepherd and an orchard worker. He repeatedly warned
the people of Israel to be faithful to God.

READ AMOS 3 AND 7.

@ Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 151. -
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GoD’s MERCIFUL JUDGMENTS

God is merciful and doesn’t immediately send
complete destruction even when people per-
sist in disobedience. As Amos explained, God
often sends limited judgments as warnings. “‘I
brought hunger to every city. . . . I kept the rain
from falling when your crops needed it the
most. . . . I struck your farms and izmv\maw Amos exphined that God used judgments such as fall-
with blight and mildew. Locusts devoured all - ingcopstokead he peopleoffsact o repet.
youx fig and olive trees. . . . I sent plagues on you. . .. I destroyed some of
youx cities. . . . But still you would not return to me; says the Lorp” (Amos
4:6—11 NLT). God is “longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should
perish but that all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9 in.. But even-
tually, if people stubbornly refuse to repent, He will send final judgment.

READ AMOS 4 AND 8.

GOING THROUGH THE MOTIONS

In Matthew 23, Jesus rebuked the religious leaders for their hypocrisy and
hollow religiosity. They thought that just going through the motions and
performing the proper rituals would please God, but they failed to have love,
mercy, and faith (Matthew 23:23). This problem was nothing new. Nearly
eight hundred years earlier God declared, “I hate, I despise your religious
festivals; your assemblies are a stench to me. Even though you bring me _uEWE
offerings and grain offerings, I will not accept them. . . . Away with the noise
of your songs! I will not listen to the music of your harps. But let justice roll on
like 4 river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” (Amos 5:21-24 N1v).
God wants heartfelt worship, love, and justice most of all (see John 4:23).

READ AMOS 5 AND MATTHEW 23,

[ate B SRS

When Prosperity Lies

CALL AMOS A RABBLE-ROUSER. Call him a preacher of doom. Call him a fig-picking

msmuamaixicamn\_mao::_mam:nl_:mﬂaos.:m__E_sm prophet (especially a
career one).

“I'm not a professional prophet,” Amos insisted. “| was never trained to be one.

I'm just a shepherd, and | take care of sycamore-fig trees. But the Lorp called
me away from my flock and told me, ‘Go and prophesy to my people in Israel'”

(Amos 7:14-15),

So Amos did as he was told. He left his home and fields about 11 miles south of
Jerusalem and traveled north to warn the people of the northern kingdom that their

materialistic and idolatrous ways would earn them God’s

! fierce judgment. The nation had settied into a period of
¥
>30.m didn’t extraordinary prosperity, thanks to the decline of their
want to be longtime antagonists, the Arameans.
called a With no more need to maintain a standing army,
U«OUJQH they funneled their resources into business pursuits,

expanding their trade routes and reaping skyrocketing
profits. Commoners enjoying new weaith began to build

mansions formerly within reach of only the nobility. Archaeological digs of the time
have unearthed many examples of the opulence Amos decried on God's behalf:
“I will destroy the beautiful homes of the wealthy—their winter mansions and their
summer houses, too—all their palaces filled with ivory” (3:15).

In place of empty religious shows and meaningless acts of piety, Amos demanded
that God’s people treat the poor with justice and the oppressed with mercy. “l want

to see a mighty flood of justice,” he proclaimed, “

(5:24).

Naturally,

of here,

an endless river of righteous living”

the comfortable and the smug didn't take kindly to his message. “Get out
you prophet!” they demanded. “Go on back to the land of Judah, and earn

<o:1m<3m_o<n«onsmms:mgm_‘m_Uo:.goﬁsmﬂcmiﬁ: your prophecies here in Bethel”
(7:12-13).

But Amos kept on preaching, and the people refused to heed. How could such

disaster

Didn't Elisha

And didn

ever strike us, they wondered, when we enjoy such tremendous prosperity?

» some 40 years before, prophesy these good times (2 Kings 13:17-19)?
't Jonah reiterate them more recently (2 Kings 14:25)? They snickered at Amos.

The big surprise came in 722 B.c., when the savage Assyrian army tore through the

A profe

complacency of Israel, torching her cities, slaughtering her soldiers, and carrying off into
distant captivity the few dazed citizens who remained. And so were fulfilled the unwel-
come but reliable predictions of a fig-picking shepherd
will be led away with hooks in your noses
a fish on a hook!” (Amos 4:2).

: “The time will come when you
. Every last one of you will be dragged away like

ssional prophet? No, indeed. Just a dead-on accurate one.

THE POINT: When justice goes begging, judgment comes calling



mos’s prophecy, one of the longer books of the Minor Prophets,

backsliding present within Israel during the eighth century B.c. Amos, a

brings to light the

shepherd

- ,«SE the southern kingdom of Judah, spends most of the book prophesying against the

northern kingdom of Israel. At the time, Israel was enjoying prosperous times;
~ yet the people were spiritually corrupt and in danger of igniting i
God's anger. =

Initially, Amos pronounced judgment against several nations
surrounding Israel, repeating the phrase “for three crimes,
even four” (1:3,6,9,11,13; 2:1,4,6). This was a reference to

the fact that these nations did not just sin against Israel once,
but that they sinned over and over. Amos lists their sins, which
included disobeying the Lord, taking and keeping captives, and
committing violence against others.

And then, midway through chapter 2, Amos turns his prophecy
upon Israel. Even though God had chosen them from
among all the peoples of the earth and had delivered
them from the hands of slavery in Egypt, the Israglites
still rejected Him and turned their backs on Him.

The middle azmﬁma of Amos deal with the many
sins of Israel, which included economic injustice,
‘sexual sins, and worshiping false idols. God gave
them many opportunities to admit their wrong and
return to Him, but the Israelites continued on their
destructive path.

But as we read so many times in the Bible, God does not give up
on us. In fact, He pursues us with a relentless passion,

- Amos’s prophecy then turned to a call for repentance. Amos wrote, “Seek
ugn and not evil so that you may live, and the Lorp, the God of Hosts,
- will be with you, as you have claimed. Hate evil and love
~ 'good; establish justice in the gate. Perhaps the Lorp,
the God of Hosts, will be gracious to the remnant of
Joseph” (5:14-15). This is a clear warning for the
Israelites, as it is for us. God loves justice and

wants us fo pursue zmamea:mmm. By &maam__a these om:m. we aﬁ%& mcn m_.a run afoul of -

His commands.

Even though Amos received visions of Israel’s destruction, God uas_mmg an ultimate
restoration in Jesus Christ: “In that day I will restore the fallen booth of David: | will repair its
gaps, restore its ruins,
land, and they will never again be %323 from the land | :w_a given a.ma.
has spoken” (9:15). i

God’s anger toward Israel ssm saumaa by His ultimate restoration: mmz._sc His mo: to restore
all that He promised those sg love Him.
>&=oz Amos

Date: During the time of the kings Uzziah of Judah and Jeroboam Il of
Israel—prophesying between 765-760 B, 3

‘What in Em So:n is going on?

" 793 B.C. Jonah is called to cm a prophet to _mqme ma a .
~ Nineveh o
792-740 B.c. Uzziah (Azariah) rules in ,Eams asﬂ% with
Amaziah from mewmw BG) .
782-753 B.C. Jeroboam Il rules in Israel
776 8.C. First Olympic games held in Greece
- 775-750B.C. . The first Greek colony in lialy i is founded
| 770-476Bc.  The Spring and Autumn period of China gets
L T el U name from gmaam of a book about the era
o Rgass
7658.C. Amos, a herdsman from Tekoa (in Judah), becomes
o a prophet to the northern aé%s of Israel
7547468 Ashur-nirariV is King of the Assyrians

75380. . Zechariah reigns inlsrael ;
ca753sc.  Agroup of villages merge to become the city of
, , mosm M

and rebuild it as in the days of old” (9:11) and “l will n_ma gma on their
Yahweh your God




AMOS PROPHESIES DURING A PERIOD of national optimism in Israel. Busi-
ness is booming and boundaries are bulging. But below the surface, greed
and injustice are festering. Hypocritical religious motions have replaced true
worship, creating a false sense of security and a growing calloushess to God’s
disciplining hand. Famine, drought, plagues, death, destruction—nothing can
force the people to their knees.

Amos, the farmer-turned-prophet, lashes out at sin unflinchingly, trying to
visualize the nearness of God’s judgment and mobilize the nation to repen-
tance. The nation, like a basket of rotting fruit, stands ripe for judgment
because of its hypocrisy and spiritual indifference.

The name Amos is derived from the Hebrew root amas, “to lift a burden,
to carry.” Thus, his name means “Burden” or “Burden-Bearer.” Amos lives up
to the meaning of his name by bearing up under his divinely given burden of
declaring judgment to rebellious Israel. The Greek and Latin titles are both
transliterated in English as Amos.

WATCH WORDS
= satisfy (fill; cause to have plenty)—4:8
a seek (inquire of; ask)—5:4
= wormwood (something with a bitter taste and deadly result)—6:12 (also 5:7)

e
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Can two walk together, except N:&\ be agreed? —Amos 33

,ﬂ oéimmmésmnwmx:oszwmm_.smﬁo:om_ncmmgon“_men:m,im::omnom:?mnmo_m_.mzo:”
{ that two cannot walk together except they be agreed, and for two to walk together they
must be in some sense one. "

They also have to agree that they want to walk together, and they have E agree that it is to
their advantage to travel together. | think you will see that it all adds up to this: For two to walk
together voluntarily they must be, in some sense, one. ;

| am talking now about how we can cultivate the Spirit's fellowship, how we can walk with
Him day by day and hour by hour. . . . | am going to give you [g] few little pointers to help you |
into a better life. - j

Point one is that the Holy Spirit is a living Person. He is the third Person of the Trinity. He Is
Himself God, and as a Person, He can be cultivated; He can be wooed and cultivated the same
as any person can be. i
~How to Be Filled with the Holy Spirit |

5 s |

INTRODUCTION TO

AMOS

BACKGROUND

false sense of security, compla-
cency, and optimism pervade the
northern kingdom of Israel at the time of
Amos. Many people maintain a luxurious
lifestyle, even as the poor suffer (4:1;
5:11-12; 8:4-6). Idolatry and corrup-
tion (5:10, 12-13; 6:12) abound. Amos
is sent with a message: God's judgment
of their sins is about to take place.
Amos is generally believed to be the
author of this book. His name means
“burden"” or “burden-bearer.” His home-
town is the rural village of Tekoa (1:1),
some twelve miles south of Jerusalem
in Judah. Since he is from the southern
kingdom and opposes popular practices
in Israel, Amos is unpopular among
the people of the northern Kingdom
(7:10-13).

MESSAGE

lsrael and Judah are at peace with
each other and both are experiencing
economic and political success. Amos’s

OUTLINE

l. God’s Judgments

A. Other nations
B. Israel

I, God Accuses Israel
A. God rebukes lsrael’s defiance
B. Israel's self-indulgence

lil. Symbols of Israel's Future
A. Locusts and the plumb line
B. Basket of summer fruit
C. Famine of the word of God
D. Temple pillars
E. Israel's restoration

message, primarily directed to the
northern kingdom, reveals distressing
developments. Immorality and injustice
are increasing. Amos proclaims a clar-
ion call for righteous living and justice;
God will judge Israel “because they sold
the righteous for silver, and the poor for
a pair of shoes” (2:6). The strength of
the nation of Israel and the weakness
of potential powers such as Assyria,
Babylon, and Egypt give Israel a false
sense of security; they ignore Amos's
prophetic warning of destruction and
exile (3:11; 4:2; 7:11) and fall o the As-
syrians in 722 B.c.

TIME

The phrase “in the days of Uzziah king
of Judah” and the mention of an earth-
quake (1:1; see also Zec 14:5) place
Amos’s ministry between 767 and 753
8.C. during the reigns of Uzziah (767~
739 8.¢.) and Jeroboam I, king of Israel
(782753 B.C.). Amos spoke two years
before the earthquake.

1:1-2:5
2:6-16

3:1-4:13
5:1-6:14

7117
8:1-10
8:11-14
9:1-10
9:11-15



A Tool for Understanding Biblical Paralielism

Read: Amos 5:20 * Habit: Understanding Scripture

§3< do we need to understand Biblical poetry? The primary reason is that there’s
so much of it in Scripture: between one-third and one-half of the Old Testament is

written in a poetic style. Certain Old Testament

books—Psalms, Proverbs, Job, Lamentations,
Song of Songs—are almost entirely composed
of poetry, while parts of others—like the Major
and Minor Prophets —contain poetic passages.

Because so much of Scripture occurs in
poetic shape, learning the distinguishing
characteristics of Biblical poetry helps us to
become better readers of the Bible.

Because so much of
Scripture occurs in
poetic shape, learning
the distinguishing
characteristics of Biblical
poetry helps us to become
better readers of the Bible.

One helpful tool for understanding Biblical
poetry is identifying parallelism. Parallelism occurs when two (or sometimes more) lines
are paired in such a fashion that the meaning of one line relates to the meaning of the other
line(s) in one of several predictable ways.!

Go through a poem and mark it with one of three letters to identify the relationship
between the two lines: E, C, or XL.2

Ifthe second line is equal to or echoes the first line, mark it with an E(for echo or equal).
We find an example of this type in Amos 8:10:

['will turn your religious festivals into mourning
and all your singing into weeping.

If the second line is used to qualify the first line, and help bring the first line into greater
clarity or more completeness, mark it with a C (for clarity or completeness). We find an
example of this type in Amos 5:20:

Will not the day of the Lorp be darkness, not light—
pitch-dark, without a ray of brightness?

The second line clarifies the meaning of the first line.
If the first line is used to introduce the second line, and the second line expands or com-
pletes the first line, mark it with an XL (for expanded line). Amos 7:11 is an example of this:

Jeroboam will die by the sword,
and Israel will surely go into exile,
away from their native land.

This set of verses lays out a series of events; line one happens and then line two.
By marking the poetic forms, you’ll soon start to recognize the Biblical patterns.

s R
PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY: Understanding Biblical parallelism is essential to understand-
ng and interpreting Scripture.

For your next reading, go to page 1092.
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Why Self-Examination Is Essential
to Sanctification

iz AMOS 7:7~8 _ Habit: Self-reflection

.M! o illustrate how Israel failed to measure up to his standard, God gives Amos a vision:

This is what he showed me: The Lord was standing by a wall that had been built
true to plumb, with a plumb line in his hand. And the Lorp asked me, “What do
you see, Amos?”

“A plumb line,” I replied.

Then the Lord said, “Look, [ am setting a plumb line among my people Israel:
T will spare them no longer.”

Since at least the time of ancient Egypt, plumb lines have been used to ensure that
«wnstructions are perfectly “plumb,” or vertical. A plumb line is a tool that consists of a
rnall, heavy object attached to a string or rope.
»Tien held from the top of a construction, such
s 2 building, it provides a way to see if the con-
fruction is straight.

God’s law was the plumb line, the perfect
tandard that the people were measured
zainst. Since the time of Amos, though, we've
zen given another plumb line: Jesus Christ,

Christ is our standard of comparison for holi-
£33, the objective of our sanctification. As Wayne Grudem explains, “Sanctification is a
rogressive work of God and man that makes us more and more free from sin and like
ist in our actual lives.” This is why self-examination is essential to the process of sanc-
ation: it shows us how we measure up to Jesus.

Christian self-examination is not a form “navel gazing.” We are not to be self-absorbed
=i looking inward to see how we feel about ourselves or how we compare to other peo-
‘2. Instead, we are to look inward to see how we measure up against the plumb line of
zsus. As Megan K. McNally explains,

This is why self-
examination is essential
to the process of
sanctification: it shows
us how we measure
up to Jesus.

Self-examination should not be an introspective self-obsession, but a humble,
clear-minded assessment of ourselves through the gospel. It means looking to
Scripture [to] see God’s commands as the Holy Spirit points out the sins we
harbor that are contrary to the Truth.*

"e should regularly engage in the process of self-examination so that we're aware of
oW we measure up against God's perfect standard.

ey

e

RACTICAL TAKEAWAY: Self-examination is the process by which we measure our sanc-
fication; we compare ourselves to the perfect plumb line—Jesus Christ.

For your next reading, go to page 1096.

1092
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A. THINGS THAT OFFEND GOD

(E1—216)

1. Inhumane Conduct Between
Nations (1:1—2:3)

2. Rejecting God and His Laws
(2:4-5)

3. Oppressing the Poor and Helpless
26-8

4. Rejecting God's Pleas to Repent
(2:9~16)

B. WARNINGSFROM GOD (3:1—6:14)

1. The People Break the Covenant
(31-15)

2. The Peaple Refuse to Change
Their Behavior (41— 13)

3. The Peaple Must Choose Life
of Death (5:1- 27)

4. Danger in Putting Confidence
inthe Wrong Things (6:1 - 14)

C. GOD'SLOVIHG PUNISHMENT
(7:1—9:15)
1. The Context for Punishment;
MercifuLove (7:1~6)
2. The Tim« for Punishment:

THE BIG PICTURE

God is righteous and just, vet he always expresses his
justice in the context of his love and compassion. God
expects us to act in the same way toward others, showing
mercy and understanding. In Amos’s day, Israel was
a prosperous nation. But with Israel’s prosperity came
corruption, injustice toward the helpless and religious
apostasy. God had given his people laws for governing
human relationships, but they had refused to obey these
laws,

God called Amos, a shepherd from Tekoa, to awaken his

‘people from their spiritual sleep. Sadly, their sinful behavior |

was worse than that of some of their pagan neighbors!
Amos warned them of the painful consequences that would
follow their sinful behavior. He confronted the people of
Israel with their ill treatment of the poor and oppressed.
God warned his people of their impending punishment

so that they might change. They were reminded of their
responsibilities as God’s chosen people. He wanted them to
act mercifully and with justice.

But God’s people refused to repent. So Amos’s
predictions for Israel’s future were dark and dismal. God
would allow his people to suffer a period of destruction
and exile. Despite his predictions of doom, however, Amos

the helpless through extortion and heavy taxation. God has
created us to live in relationship with others, not in isolation
from others. God urges us to recognize our need for others
and do what we can to make restitution to those we may
have hurt.

GOD HONORS UPRIGHT HEARTS

Many of the people of Israel kept up the outward
appearances of religion even though they had abandoned
their faith in God. There is the danger that we may fall

into the same trap. We may perform religious rituals to
obtain the approval of others but never allow a genuine
internal change to take place. We may hide our sins from
others, pretending we are faithfully following God’s way
when we are not. God wants us to have genuine hearts that
seek to know and trust him. He is not as concerned with
how we appear on the surface; he sees through our false
appearances even if other people don’t. God cares about the
attitudes of our hearts.

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL BEGINS WITH SURRENDER

When the people of Israel went into captivity, their lives
were crumbling about them. They could finally see the
truth. They knew that they needed God. The dark times

of life often lead us to recognize our need for God. Our
helplessness breaks apart our spiritual blindness, opening
our eyes to reality. When our lives are out of control and
crumbling around us, our attempts to deny that we need
God are futile. We must acknowledge our need and be open
to his saving power before true spiritual renewal can begin.

Essential Facts

PURPOSE:

To confront the people of Israel with
their sin, calling them to confession and
repentance.

AUTHOR:
The prophet Amos.

AUDIENCE: , :
The people of the northern kingdom
of Israel.

DATE WRITTEN:

Between 760 and 750 BC, when
Jeroboam ll was king of Israel and Uzziah
was king of Judah,

SETTING:

The northern kingdom of Israel during a
time of material prosperity and spiritual
complacency. .

KEY VERSE:

“Inthat day I will restore David’s fallen
shelter — | will repair its broken walls
and restore its ruins — and will rebuild
itasit used to be” (9:11).

KEY PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS:
Amos, Amaziah the priest at Bethel, the
people of Israel and the Edomites.

|
also spoke about a hopeful future. If only the people would “
M

. e . : KEY PLACES:
The NeatFuture (7.7 — 8:14) admit their sin and ask for forgiveness, God would purify - : S
3. The Extent of Punishment: and restore them completely. It is never too late to seek | wmmﬁﬂm%ﬂﬂ“’%&wg%sm capital

spiritual renewal. God eagerly waits for us to repent and
recognize how helpless we are and to call out to him for his
loving help.

The Entize Nation (9:1 ~6)
4, The Resit of Punishment:
Restoration (9:7 ~15)

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL THEMES

COMPLACENCY LEADS TO A DOWNFALL

When life is going smoothly, we must be careful. An easy

life makes us ripe for complacency and a downfall. In |
Amos’s day, the people of Israel were prosperous and began
to think they could succeed without God. This attitude led ]
them down a path toward destruction. Even when our lives _

Hate the evil, and love the good, and establish judgment in the gate: It may be that ,
the Lorp God of hosts will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph. —Amos 5:15 ,

;* we are committed, consecrated Christians, truly disciples of the crucified and risen Christ,
... there are some things we must face. e o

We cannot love honesty without hating dishonesty. We cannot love purity without hating im-
purity. We cannot love truth without hating lying and deceitfulness.

i i i i i The abil-
are successful, we still need God. He is the source of our If we belong to Jesus Christ, we must hate evil even as He hated evil in every form.
ity of Jesus Christ to hate that which was against God and to love that which was ull of God

spiritual renewal; all success must be attributed to him, A | | . da 4
nwEEmnmnr self-sufficient attitude will lead only to a fall v was the force that made Him able to receive the anointing—the oil of gladness—in complete
’ measure.

, . .. . . . . . . .nm _

| On our human side, it is our imperfection in loving the mooa. and hating the evil that preven
e e ,, us from receiving the Holy Spirit in complete measure. God E::.:o_.nm from cm.cmomcmm we are
The people in Amos’s time believed they did not need unwilling to follow Jesus in His great poured-out love for what is right and His pure and holy ﬁ
other people. They exploited the weak and poor and were |

hatred of what is evil.
indifferent to the pain of those around them. They enslaved |

,

—Jasus, Our Man in Glory



AMUS 3:11

3:7 to support this belief, but in reality it has nothing to do with
establishing an unending reign of propheis. Instead, it foretold
that God would raise up prophels whenever He was ready to
bring judgrent against His people, as He was preparing fo do
in Arnos's day. And while the OT prophets were imporiant, Luke
24:19 says Jesus is the uitimats Prophet, “powerful in aetion and
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“For the Lorp says to the house of Israel: Seek Me and live!” s,

believers in the early church had the prophetic gift, it was always
nacessary to weigh thelr utterances against Seripture. Since the
‘ Mormon prophets have distoried and denied basic teachings of

Who wrote Amos? actions belied such a blessed title. As you read, ask yourself, “Am | wwmmwjuhwmmww_ﬁ MM%M% wwq%_%w wﬁoww”wﬂwwﬂm%“w
The prophet Amos (1:2; 7:14] ivi " :

P A v Mgt glseamyseioshe o | » last days, He has spoken fo us by His Son .. ." Jesus and His
Who were the recipients? How do you read Amos? o, ; teachings should be our focus. And while the NT shows that some

While the book of Amos mentions surrounding nations, the heart  Nearly the entire prophecy of Amos is poetic. Amos draws on vivid
of its miessage is aimed at the northern kingdom of Israel, which images from the animal kingdom and from agriculture. He also uses

was engaging in idolatry and unjust social practices. a wide variety of literary forms, including numerical sayings in order i Seripture, Christians should not follow their teachings.
to express the fullness of iniquity (1:3,6,9), thetorical questions (3:3- i
When was Amos written? 8), imperatives (3:9), frony (4:4-5), humor (5:19-20), personification
767-7538.C. (5:2-3), and hyperbole (5:21-23). i /
Amos is among the “writing prophets” who left behind books . .,V SPEAK THE TRUTH
Where did it happen? bearing their names (e.g., Amos, Isaiah, Jeremiah). The message 7
Amos, @ prophet from Judah, did not proclaim God’s words to his of Amos was not an easy one to hear for two important reasons. | The Plumb Line
own people so much as he did to those in the northern kingdom of  First, Amos was from the southern kingdom (Judah), yet his main .
Istael and particularly to those in Samaria. This was duringa time ~ message was aimed at the northern kingdom (Israel). Second, | Amos 7:7-8
of prosperity for Israel and most likely a time of peace between the message was given to a people who were living quite well, a When we assess our moral character, we must
the twokingdoms during the reigns of Uzziah and Jeroboam II. people who were free from external oppression and blessed with base our measurements on truth. If we measure
wealth and prosperity. Amos was calling the northern kingdom of ourselves against a faulty standard, we won't be
What is Amos about? Israel to repent of their social injustices and their empty religious /| able to see the truth and make an honest con-
* Injustice is a major theme in the book of Amos, which testifies  practices or else go into exile, fession of our sins to God.
to Iswael’s quilt over rejecting God's covenant. The ook of Amos can be roughly divided into three main The Lord wanted the Israelites to acknowl-
+ The Eord is awesome and is to be greatly feared. The Lord's parts, The first section (chapters 1-2) announced that Israel’s m.o_mm their m.:.m:m cmmub_ &m analogy of a plumb
judg ment upon Israel and her enemies s terrifying to behold.  sins demanded swift judgment. The nation could not call for any line to get their attention. "’ am setting a plumb

special treatment in light of the egregious sins they had com- [} line-amenig my propls isFacl, il Sade 66

J - . 3 . & :8). is a length
Mésu msozﬁ women read Edo% .aﬁa mmw:ﬁ the covenant. The mmmea section {chapters 3—6) wm %%%mm Ma_%>m: Mmmwmw %mﬂﬂwgwhmmmra. <<%m:
Fat and happy"is a phrase that describes the people and more is the Lord's judgment upon the nations, Judah, and Israel. The il the string is held next to a building or structure
specifically the women in Amos. The self-indulgent and self- final section (chapters 7-9) ends on a nate of hope. The question ,, M: Hﬂmm,\,ﬁm hted end hanain %oss gravity
focused women of Judah had no concern for the poor and needy remained in the end: Will God abandon His people? The answer of , M:mc«mm that w:m string is vmm&%q verieal Thie
around them. The prophet, speaking the words of God, called the book of Amos is a resounding “No!" The final message of Amos vertical plumb line provides a sure standard by
them “caws." Amos is a aas%.q to women that God is not so is that God will show mercy and compassion to Israel and remain which to measure the building’s position. Unless
much concerned with our happiness as He s our holiness or right faithful to His covenant. But this does not mean that Israel will not |1 abuilding is built in line with the plumb line, the
fiving. While the Israelites were the “people of God”in name, their  suffer consequences for its unfaithfulness. | walls will not stand as straight and true as they
I should.
Ouline . In the spiritual realm, God's Word is our spiri-
|| tual plumb line. We can't change the spiritual
L. Amos and His Message (1:1-2:16) D. WoetoZion (5:18-6:14) || laws revealed in the Bible. It is to our advantage
A. Heading and Theme (1:1-2) . Visions of Judgment and Salvation {7:1-9:15) to measure our lives by the plumb line & ﬂno__m
B. Israel’s Guilt and Judgment (1:3-2:16) A, The Lord Has Spared (7:1-6) | Word. When things don't measure up, it is im-
Il Vebrds of Warning and Woe (3:1-6:14) B TheLord Will Spare No Longer (7:7-8:14) portant that we admit there is a problem and
A.  Breach of the Covenant (3:1-15) €. The Lord Will Spare None (9:1-6) start rebuilding accordingly.
B. Failure to Repent (4:1-13) D.  TheLord Will Restore His People (9:7-15) , Turn to Zechariah 9.
C.  Choice of Life or Death (5:1-17)



AN INTRODWCTION

Israel that God was angry because the
Israelites had turned away from the
Lord and were cruel to the poor,
Amos’ message shows us how
much God cares for those in

need. And because God

cares, we should, too!
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SHouts “FirEr
Amos 1, page 1246

RicH SAMARITANS ARE

/he prophet Amos was a sheep rancher who lived

in Judah. God sent him to warn the rich people of

T O

CALLED NAMES
Amos 4:1, page 1249

Gop OrrFers Lire
INsurRANCE
Amos 5:14, page 1252

You €an‘t HipE
From Gops
Amos 9:1-4, page 1256

WHO THOUGHT PEOPLE WERE
LESS IMPORTANT THAN A PAIR
OF MBEW SHOES? SEE AMOS 236,
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Be Concerned

About Others
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i Amos 8:4-6), That way the selfish rich
! people could buy more for themselves!

X God doesn’t want us to be like that!
, People are more important than posses-
1 sions. Since God cares about poor people,
" we should, too.
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The Day of the Lorp

When Old Testament prophets spoke
of “the day of the Lorp,” they meant a
time when God would act to change
history. Often, the phrase refers to the
end of history. Amos warned the people
of Israel that the day of the Lorb would
bring judgment to their sinful nation.
How should a person get ready for
i the day of the Loro? The message of
- Amos was that sinners should beware.
But those who love God and do right
can look forward to blessings.

-

Inlt
For Me?

GOD CARES ABOUT PEOPLE |
IN NEED....

The selfish people in Amos’s time just didn't care
about the poor. They were more interested in cheat-

ing the poor than in helping them (see (el P A etV

1245
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Fair to the Poor?

Is it fair for some people to be
wealthy and other people to he
poor? Some people say we should
take money away from the rich and
give it to the poor.

It’s wrong to be selfish and not
care about people who have needs.
But it’s also wrong for people who
can work and take care of them-
selves to be lazy. How did God
solve this problem?

In Old Testament law, God told
the wealthy to be generous to the
poor. Wealthy people were to let
the poor pick up any grain or fruit
left in the fields. The wealthy
people were also to give or loan
money to people who had no food.
The wealthy also could “buy” a
poor person. For seven years the
poor person would work for the
wealthy person and learn a trade.
After seven years the wealthy per-
son would give the poor person
money to get a fresh start.

Did the poor people work to
help themselves? Yes. Poor people
went out in the fields to pick up the
leftover grain and fruit. People
didn’t sit at home and expect
wealthy people to bring them food.
When people “sold” themselves to

PN
FOR EVERYOMNE. =
GOD i THOSE
WHO ARE LINFAIR.
Gop . PEOPLE 70
FOR THE POOR.
GoD ... METO .

FOR OTHERS, 700,

a wealthy person, they worked
hard for those seven years tolearn
a new trade.

God’s way is to care about the
poor and to try to help them. But
poor people are supposed to help
themselves, too.
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CHAPTERS

)

21-23

y (5

What's in a Name?
The name Amos means “to carry”
or "carried by God.”

SNOSSHT 31T

mceert

Amos did not have a background in ministry but was a shepherd
and farmer when God called him
to go prophesy to Israel

11-13). Worship God with s

DID ~.
KNOW

I» The last chapter
predicts both the fall of
Israel and its eventual restoration,
many years before the Assyrians took
the people of Israel captive.

KEY VERSE

s Soveraign LORD, ‘when | will
@l the lapd-not a famine of food or & thirst
¢ words of the L0
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God sees how you treat the needy (5

Si
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LIFE LESSONS
(9-6

=

‘The days are ¢
send a famine

B

@ HOT SEAT

1. I told Amos to stop prophesying
against Israell After all, [ am the priest
and you'd think he would listen to me,
but he keeps speaking against the king's
sanctuary and the temple of the
kingdom. Who am 1?

@ TIME TRAVELER
2. You are the king of Judah when Amos
has this vision, <<mmn is your name?

O WHO SAID IT?

3. "l was neither a prophet nor the son of
a prophet, but | was a shepherd, and |
also took care of sycamore-fig trees.”

A. Amaziah
B, Jeroboam
C. Amos

D. Cushites

¥
w WHO DUNNIT?

4. What nation “pursued his brother with
a sword,” which caused God not to
forgive even three or four of its sins?

‘ MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY
5. About which nation did God say, “The
swift will not escape”?

A. Moab

B. Israel

C. Assyria
D. Babylonia

» MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY

6. Israel’s “town that marches out a
hundred strong” will have only how many
people left?

A. 50 people
B. 10 people
C. 2 people

D. 25 people

(EL9OVY 2l (S) D01l (6
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_HOV/WELL DO YOU KNOW AMOS

AMOS 11

@ TIME TRAVELER ,
7. You are a mighty nation, but becatise yiti
burned to ashes the bones of Edony’s ki,
God has declared he will send a fire on i
Who are you?

0 WHO SAID IT?

8. Who said to the king of Israel, “Amos i
raising a conspiracy against you in the very
heart of Israel. The land cannot bear all his
words”?

A. Amaziah

B. Jeroboam

C. Israglites

D. Cushites

‘ MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY
9. "All the sinners among my people will dio
by " (Fillin the blank.)

‘ MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY

10. God told his people, “Many times |
struck your gardens and vineyards, mmm».,ox.
ing them with blight and mildew.” What did
he say devoured their fig and olive trees?

O WHO SAID IT?
11, “Sovereign Lord, | beg you, stop! How
can Jacob survive? He is so smalli”

A. Amaziah
B. Jeroboam
C. Amos

D. Cushites

" 1]

" cRYPrIC PHRASES
12, The name “Lo Debar” means “nothing”
in the following passage: "You who rejoice in
the conquest of Lo Debar and say, ‘Did we
not take Karnaim by our own strength? *
What does “Karnaim” mean?

A. Horns

B. Weakness
C. Abundance
D. Chevrolet

ANSWERS:
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