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- Jonah -

:

mﬁm ran sixty-nine yards in the wrong direction. It’s been called

H?m worst blunder in college football history. Well, he reminds
me of “Wrong Way Jonah,” who ran off toward Tarshish when |

€3 2l aybe you've heard of Wo< Riegels, better wsoés
s “Wrong Way Roy”” In the 1929 Rose Bowl, he got mixed up |

God told him to go to Nineveh. Had Jonah obeyed—taking a

message of repentance immediately to the Gentile nation of
Assyria—the book that bears his name might read more like
those of the other Minor Prophets. Instead, the record of his
ministry is an intensely personal story of God’s grace to a
rebellious prophet, not just to a wicked pagan nation.

Jonah did finally end up going to Nineveh, but he resisted the
entire way. And when the Ninevites repented and avoided

judgment, Jonah was undone. The book ends with a pouting |

prophet more concerned for his own comfort than for the
multitudes of Assyria.

As God probed Jonah with questions about his values, priorities,
and actions, we should answer those questions too. We all arrive
at a similar crossroads at some point. When the book of Jonah
ends, we see the procrastinating prophet who had still not made
up his mind. But his moment of hesitation becomes a moment

for each of us: God’s call is on our lives right now, and He has a |

mission for us today. Will we go the wrong way? Or will we mo
with Him all the way?

- @
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KEY THOUGHT:
We must never run away from God’s
devotion to evangelism, His compassion

for souls, or His direction in taking
the Gospel to the nations.

o\&%?b

KEY VERSE:

“I cried out to the LORD because of
my affliction, and He answered me.
Out of the belly of Sheol I cried,
and You heard my voice.”
Jonah 2:2

OZCONG
KEY ACTION:

Go wherever the Lord sends you
without hesitation or vacillation.

o\ﬁ@ﬁb
KEY PRAYER:

Lord, when my soul faints,
I will remember You and Your
perfect will for my life.



A Prophet Fearful of Grace

WHEN WE THINK of the Old Testament prophets, images of judgment and doom come to
We envision bony fingers pointed accusingly at angry faces. We conjure up images

mind.
of locusts and pestilence and marauding armies. And we imagine an angry God behind
it all.

The prophet Jonah knew better. In fact, it was his preference for doom and judgment,
combined with his knowledge of a loving and gracious God, that prompted him to flee
what he saw as a loathsome assignment.

Jonah ministered after the time of Elisha and just before the prophets Amos and

Hosea. He lived during an era of economic prosperity coupled with spiritual poverty,
N . when the dominant military force in the ancient world was
Lt B Assyria. When God called Jonah to preach repentance to the
Jonah Smd.mma people of Nineveh, the capital city of Assyria, Jonah rebelled.
thunderbolts It wasn't that he was afraid of the citizens of that evil city.
and earth- Rather, he knew ahead of time what would happen if the
Qcmxmm and Mmom_m repented—and he decided to take steps to prevent
od’s mercy.
locusts and

Instead of heading northeast toward Nineveh, Jonah
booked passage on a ship going west. When a terrific storm
threatened to sink the ship, he instructed its sailors to toss
him overboard. He wound up in the belly of a “great fish” for
three days and nights. When he finally came to his senses at
the bottom of the sea, he agreed to follow God's directions.
He made his way to Nineveh, where, just as Jonah had feared, his preaching led to a
great revival.

God spared the city when its people repented . . . and Jonah sulked. This was exactly
what he hadn't wanted.

When God asked Jonah to explain his deep funk, the prophet replied, “Didn't | say
before | left home that you would do this, LorD? That is why | ran away to Tarshish!
| knew that you are a merciful and compassionate God, slow to get angry and filled
with unfailing love. You are eager to turn back from destroying people” (Jonah 4:2).

Jonah wanted an angry God. He wanted thunderbolts and earthquakes and locusts
and rivers flowing with Assyrian blood. What he didn't want was a God who loved to
show mercy and grace to the most undeserving sinners the moment they repented of
their evil ways.

Some people might scoff at the story of Jonah and call it religious myth. But
Jesus Christ himself, on multiple occasions, endorsed it (Matthew 12:39-41; 16:4;
Luke 11:32). His testimony about Jonah and his minisiry shows that while the Bible
never downplays the holiness and judgment of God, it loves to highlight his mercy and
grace. It also reveals that, from the very beginning, God intended to shower his favor
not only on the sons of Abraham, but on anyone—Assyrian, unspecified seamen, or
others—who would acknowledge him as Lord and trust him for their future.

That remains the main story today.

rivers flowing
with Assyrian
blood.

THE POINT: God is just and holy, but he is also merciful and

will forgive sin in response to repentance.

KNOW

YOUR BIBLE

AUTHOR: Unclear; the story is Jonah's, but written in the third person.

DATE: Approximately 760 BC. Jonah prophesied during the reign of Israel’s King ,
Jerohoam Il (see 2 Kings 14:23-25), who ruled from about 793 to 753 BC.

I TEN WORDS OR LESS
Reluctant prophet, running from God, is swallowed by giant mmv

DETALLS, PLEASE

God tells Jonah to preach repentance in Nineveh, capital of the E.E& As-
syrian Empire. Jonah disobeys, sailing in the opposite &8&5:155_&,
a rendezvous with literary immortality. A storm rocks the ship, and Jonah
spends three days in a giant fish's belly before deciding to obey God after all.
When Jonah preaches, Nineveh repents—and God spares the city from the
destruction Hed threatened. But the prejudiced Jonah m.o&m. The ﬁo@ m:% %
with God proclaiming His concern even for vicious pagans.

ﬁa&qkuu.m : ; ot
> “Iwill pay what I have <o§wm mw_ﬁag is om the row_u G"w NKJV),

> “Should I not have compassion on Nineveh, the m.aﬁ city in 25&, there' . :
are more than 120,000 persons who do not know the &mmnmbnm Al e
between their sz and left w&&% (4:11 NASB). i ,

:z_gﬁa%gzcag_, v , T 0
Jonah’s Eovrm% wasn't ?Eﬂ&l_umnw&m of ZEQ&E 3@%&58

50 WHAT?
God loves m§Qe§im<mb the enemies of His nromg vmo&w. As woBmmm_

58 AZB‘V says, “But God showed his mnma love for us 3 mg&mm Qﬁi 3 L

m_m for us irmm we were maz mﬁsﬁm :
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 CLOSERLOOK

JONAH—PROPHET OF ISRAEL

Jonah, son of Amittai, was from the town of Gath Hepher in Israel. This
town was in Zebulun, in northern Israel, west of the Sea of Galilee (Joshua
19:10, 13). The prophet Elisha frequently passed near it as he walked the
road from Mount Carmel to Shunem (2 Kings 4:8-9, 25). In fact, it is pos-
sible that Jonah was influenced by the
group of prophets that followed Elisha
and learned from him (2 Kings 6:1),
since Jonah began his ministry around
775 BC, only twenty years after Elisha
died in 795 BC.

Jonah is most famous for refusing
to go to Nineveh to warn them about
God’s impending judgment, but he is
e T also known to have made an amazing
Jenah refused to obey God's oider to go to Nineveh, He appearsinthe  prophecy that was fulfilled by King Je-
antwork by Michelangelo (1475--1564) in the Sistine Chapel. roboam II of Israel. “He was the one
who restored the boundaries of Israel from Lebo Hamath to the Dead Sea,
in accordance with the word of the Lorb, the God of Israel, spoken through
his servant Jonah son of Amittai, the prophet from Gath Hepher” (2 Kings
14:25 N1v).

In Jonah’s day, the Arameans were weak, and Israel had reconquered
much territory to the north that had once been part of Solomon’s empire. Is-
rael was powerful and prosperous, and was becoming rich through interna-
tional trade. There was an international sea port in Joppa, where Phoenician
ships carried Israelite produce as far west as Tarshish, in southern Spain.
When Jonzah attempted to flee from the Lord, he boarded one of these great
merchant ships and set sail for the western edge of the known world.

READ JONAH 2 AND 2 KINGS 14.

@ Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 155. >
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JoNAH AND THE GREAT FIsH

In Jonah’s day, a mighty warring empire to the north was an imminent
threat. The Assyrians were the cruelest, most violent empire the world had
ever seen, and Jonah knew this. So at first he was delighted when God told
him to go to Nineveh and preach, “Forty days from now Nineveh will be
destroyed!” (Jonah 3:4 NrT). Then Jonah got the inescapable feeling that the
Assyrians would repent if they heard this warning—and then God would
have mercy and not destroy them (John 4:2). So Jonah took a ship to Tarsh-
ish, to make sure Nineveh was destroyed.

However, God sent a great storm, and the sailors hurled Jonah overboard
to placate God. But “the LorD had prepared a great fish to swallow up Jo-
nah” (Jonah 1:17 xjv). Now, the Hebrew word in Jonah 1:17 and the Greek
word in Matthew 12:40 both mean “great aquatic animal”—so this “fish”
could have been a sperm whale or a whale shark, which can grow fifty feet
long. Both of these have swallowed animals as big as humans. As long as
the animal or person inside the whale’s stomach is alive, the digestive juices
don’t start flowing.

Another thing, the expression “three days and three nights” can also refer
to one whole day and parts of two other days. So Jonah didn't necessarily
spend a full seventy-two hours in the sea creature’s belly. He could have
spent forty hours and had plenty of oxygen to survive until the sea creature
vomited him up.

»

READ JONAH 3-4.

@ Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 157. >
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THE SHIPS OF TARSHISH

About 775 BC Jonah went to the Israelite port of Joppa, where he found a
number of international seafaring vessels, and boarded a ship bound for
distant Tarshish (Jonah 1:3). Now, Tarshish was Tartessus in southwest
Spain, a kingdom rich in metals, on the river Tartessus west of modern
Gibraltar. The Phoenicians had a mining colony there named Gadir. When
the Bible speaks of “you ships of Tarshish” (Isaiah 23:1, 14 N1v), it refers to
Phoenician ships that sailed to the western end of the known world. The
Greeks believed that the paradisiacal Garden of the Hesperides (where
golden apples giving immortality grew) was in Tartessus. They thought that
the sunset in the west resulted from the sun reflecting off the golden apples.

READ PSALMS 10~11 AND ISAIAH 25,

Tue CHILDREN OF PAGANS

Its widely believed that God doesn’t hold children responsible for sin
untjl they reach “the age of accountability,” the age at which they know
the difference wmgmms good and evil. In Deuteronomy 1:39 (nkjv), God
- speaks of “your little ones. . .who today have no
knowledge of good and evil” and speaks of a time
“before the child shall know to refuse the evil, and
choose the good” (Isaiah 7:16 xjv). God asked
Jonah, “Should I not pity Nineveh, that great city,
in which are more than one hundred and twenty
thousand persons who cannot discern between
their right hand and their left?” (Jonah 4:11 NXJV).
He was talking about the young children. While
the scriptures aren’t conclusive, it appears that all
very young children go to heaven.

READ MATTHEW 18:1-35 AND 19:15-30.

KNOW YOUR BIBLE
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f you attended Sunday school as a child or were given a Bible storybook designed
for young kids, you are sure o have heard the story of Jonah. Along with other Bible
stories popular among kids, such as that of Noah'’s ark, the story of the prophet who was

swallowed by a big fish is taught to most of us early on.

But is that all it is—a story? Come on, swallowed by a fish?

You can certainly find a lot of Bible scholars wha see this hook
as a fictional short story with a religious point to make. For
them, not only is the fish thing hard to swallow, but the idea of
an entire Assyrian city repenting because of the preaching ofa
Jewish prophet also seems far-fetched.

Okay, fair enough. But there are some arguments on the other
side as well. Consider these:

e Jonah is introduced in the book like any other prophet
(1:1) and is mentioned elsewhere in the Bible as a real
historical figure. In fact, Jesus referred to this story as
if it were a real event (Mt 12:39-41).

o There is a good historical reason why a Jewish
prophet wouldn't want to go to Assyria, namely
because the Assyrians were incredibly cruel to
the Jews and other peoples.

o The “herg” of the book is hardly cast in a positive
light—nhe runs away from God and gets ticked off
when his enemies repent.

o The repentance of the Ninevites (which obviously
dide’t turn Assyria into a God-fearing nation permanently)
is believable as an attempt by a polytheistic society to avoid

offending a deity.

Being swallowed by a fish certainly had to have been an extremely rare
 event, but for a God who does amazing things like create
* the entire universe, it’s not impossible to imagine.

- Whether or not you helieve the book of Jonah
i historically factual, it certainly offersup a
message that rings as true today as it did when

the book was written: God loves nm%_w....um%_m we might not amnmmm&% _29 God ea%%
His forgiveness to anyone who will aumi and follow Him. If we aq:# like :.m aa.s_ﬁ Eemm
we don't like, that’s our problem.

Who are your “Ninevites™? >a they %%_a who =m<m am% amg s you at m%.,s_o 3%3 §a
an ethnic background you've always looked down on? mm%_m who a_&mm &moaae from you?
Who talk differently? Who have a_amaa égm. wm»mw. or aas_mo :

_\

|

ay
Here's some good advice: If God mm »ma:o you to tell ﬂ_awm 885 about ._mm__m_ a_mz why .§ M
just go and do it. Of course you can fry comé:u a ship bound for qmas_% if you want, but in _
that case you just might have an appointment with God’s Giant Fish c%éé mmzam. . %
The truth is, we've all ag 83» nmsaé up to do sam: it comes to _2_8 osma mm s,_% m\ : *
God does. If God can forgive them, why can't we? - _W

>§32. ,

Umn,,m."  During the reign of %agma ] EEE.E wwmxwmw B.L) :m 85
:ﬁm gone 1o Nineveh at any uo_a %::u .._mauoma S aﬁz or
shortly after the king died

Jonah

What in the world wm going on?

793 B.C. Jonah is called ﬁou n_.%:m:o _wam_ andto

Nineveh

792-740BC.  Uzziah (Azariah) rules in Juda e,a_._% s§ o

e : ,.;,>s§m333wom:~m§3 ; G
- 782-753B.C.  Jeroboam Il rules in Israel

‘First Olympic games held in Gresce .
.Em first Greek colony in italy is founded
The Spring and Autumn period of China gets % i

: ‘name :oa the title of book about the era (Chungiu)

: >38 a herdsman from Tekoa {in Judahy), amoaamm
wm uausm:s % :caas Esn%a of aam“

776 B.6.

a?sm BC.

7538 ;
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Mmsam

‘\.mm 8L

752-74280.
752-732C. vmx% reigns in mmam_ a%%%.é s_g wmxmam:

LA for 12 years)

ca750B.c, ,x.oa& samm the %sm .sm liad ma .sm Q&%
ca750 B.C. Hosea becomes a prophet to lsral

; 750 B.C. Micah i a. %%a to be a naui to Judah -




3 Ways to Pray for Our Enemies

Read: Jonah 4 _ Habit: Prayer

f you've ever wondered why many people refused to follow Jesus during his earthly min-
istry, you have to look no further than his command to love and pray for our enemies (see
Mt 5:43). For the entirvety of their existence, the people of Israel had to fend off enemies —
from their slavery in Egypt to their occupation
by the Roman Empire. Expecting them to love
and pray for their enemies was almost incon-
ceivable, [t would be akin to telling modern
Christians to love and pray for the criminal and
terrorist organizations that persecute them.
Yet when Jesus gave the command to love
and pray for our enemies, he knew it would one day require praying for people who would
murder his own bride, the church. He made it clear that when we think of the people
who hate us and wish us harm that we can no longer even see them as enemies. As John
MacArthur explains, “We are not to be enemies of those who may be enemies to us. From
their perspective, we are their enemies; but from our perspective, they should be our
neighboxs.”
But how do we do that? How do we pray for these neighbors who hate us? Such a task
is difficult, but here are three specific ways to ease the process:

We can be thankful enough
for the gospel that we want
gven our enemies to hear the
good news of God’s grace.

1. Pray for their transformation—Like Jonah, we want those who have done evil to
receive their just desserts, not mercy and forgiveness. Consider all the Christians
whio dutifully prayed for the Nazis in World War Il. How would they have felt if they
discovered that Hitler, prior to his death, had truly repented of his sins and was
forgiven by God? Many would have felt cheated, as if it was unfair of God to forgive
such horrific crimes. They would likely want to complain, as Jonah did when God
spared the Ninevites, “I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow
to anger and abounding in love, a God who relents from sending calamity” (Jnh 4:2).
But it is precisely because be is a gracious and compassionate God that we pray for
our enemies to change their ways. How could we do anything less than ask God to
shiow them the same grace he has shown to us?

2. Pray the evil they do is restrained—There is no dichotomy in praying for the good of
our enemy and praying that their evil actions be restrained. It is to their benefit, too,
that they be prevented from committing evil. For those who have hardened their
hearts against God, it would be better that their lives are shortened than for them to
continue to persecute his children.

To protect the innocent from slaughter, it might even be necessary for human
governments to take military action to restrain evil. But we should remember that
while force might be the only effective way to restrain their actions, we should not
rejoice in their suffering or death (see Pr 24:17).

3. Pray they will receive divine justice—Just as we seek justice on earth from duly
established governmental authorities, we can seek out the divine justice of our holy
Gaod. Yet when asking that such justice be meted out, we have to be careful to guard

our motives to ensure we aren’t trying to circumvent our duty to love our enemy. In
the order of our prayers, this request is a “last resort” option, a plea for doing what
is necessary for those who will neither turn to God nor turn away from doing evil.

As former enemies of God ourselves, we should be gracious and grateful we are even
allowed fo pray for our current enemies, secure in the knowledge that Jesus will hear us.
"We can be thankful enough for the gospel that we want even our enemies to hear the good
news of God's grace. But if they refuse and harden their hearts against the One who would
spare them, then we can ask that they receive the divine retribution that is due to us all,

nm.»n._._nbr TAKEAWAY: Our obligation to pray for our enemies requires we seek their
uitimate good, not overlook their current evil,

How Not to Lose Jonah

Rread: Jonah 1 _ Habit: Engaging Scripture

young man was going off to seminary, and his father was afraid that the school—
>€Eor had a reputation for being skeptical of Scripture——would cause him to lose
his confidence in the Bible. Being aware of scholarly debates about the authenticity of the
book of Jonah, the father told his son many times, “Don’t lose Jonah.” After each admoni-
tion, the son would reply, “Don’t worry, Dad, [ won't lose Jonah.” This exchange went on
over several months until the exasperated son
said, “Dad, you'll lose Jonah before I will.” The
dad scoffed and replied that was absurd.

Too often Bible-believing
Christians become

So the son went off to mm_BEE% ﬂwa EEﬂ.u:mM offended by the claims
a few years _mwmﬁ Emwxasw %waﬁm_ _Mmmstmww . of Bible mxm_oznm aBott
home, the father asked, “Did you lo ? Old Testament books

The son replied, “No, Dad, but you did,” The
father, once again, said such a claim was
absurd. The son then went over to the shelf that
held his father’s Bible and opened it to where
the book of Jonah should have been. But the book of Jonah was missing—the son had cut
those pages from his father’s Bible. The young theologian admitted he had removed the
pages years ago, before he went off to seminary. His father had to admit his son was right:
he had lost Jonah because he never bothered to read it.

Too often Bible-believing Christians become offended by the claims of Bible skeptics
about Old Testament books when we ourselves have not read them. It’s not enough to
merely know that Jonah spent three days and nights in the belly of a fish; we need to know
the full story and how it points to Christ.

To keep from losing Jonah, try reading the book several times in a row. The entire book is
composed of a mere 48 verses. Within an hour, even a slow reader can read the entire four
chapters several times. On your final reading, meditate on the book’s primary theme: God's
compassion for everyone in the story, from Jonah to the pagan sailors to the Ninevites.

when we ourselves
have not read them.

g B e
PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY: The smallest books of the Bible often contain some of the big-
gest lessons for us to remember.




“#"s the story of Jonah being swallowed by a big fish real history or just a fish story?
1! Jonah is often treated like a story so full of exaggeration and imagination that you
can't tell how much truth is left in it. The people who see Jonah like this think the story
is an allegory or a parable—a story used to illustrate a biblical truth.
However, the reason these people reject Jonah as real history isn’t because the
book appears to be allegory, parable, or commentary. The reason is that they don't
believe miracles can happen. They reject all supernatural claims. So when they note
the fact that surviving three days after being swallowed by a fish isn’t something that
can naturally happen, they feel justified in thinking that the story of Jonah is a made-
up story.
The first problem with this is that miracles are not common things, so we shouldn’t
expect to find too many other people (if any) surviving being fish food. And just
because something happens rarely or only once in history is no reason to reject that it
ever happened. After all, how many times was Abraham Lincoln assassinated? Exactly
as many times as we know of people being swallowed by a fish and surviving!
Another problem with rejecting Jonah's story as history is that 2 Kings 14:25, which
is clearly a history book, mentions Jonah as a prophet who really existed. Since there
are no reasons to think 2 Kings mixes real history with characters from fanciful tales, W
we have good reason to think Jonah was a real person. "

The best reason for thinking Jonah really was swallowed by a big fish is because

Jesus believed it was true. In fact, Matthew 12:39-41 shows that Jesus used Jonah’s ,
entormbment in the fish as a way of verifying His own authority and teaching. “For as |
Jonah was in the belly of the huge fish three days and three nights, so the Son of Man

will be in the heart of the earth three days and three nights” (v. 40). If Jesus’ genuine
bodily resurrection is to be understood in light of Jonah, then Jonah’s experience must
have also been genuinely historical. If Jonah's story is not real history, then Jesus’ .,
reference to it makes no sense. Of course, those who reject Jonah as real history also
reject the bodily resurrection of Jesus for the same anti-supernatural reasons. But the
evidence for Jesus’ bodily resurrection powerfully supports it as real history. So for
Jesus' parallel to work, Jonah's experience must also be real history.

Also, Jesus said that the men of Nineveh, who repented at Jonah’s message, would
stand up and judge the current generation for not repenting at Jesus’ proclamation (Lk
11:32). This is an empty threat unless the people of Nineveh did in fact repent. Here
again, the non-histarical view falls apart.

So, we have good reasons to accept Jonah being swallowed by a big fish as real
history. And we have good reasons to see the rejection of Jonah's account as the

real fish story.

~ GRIEVE, FORGIVE AND LET GO

Relinquishing Prejudice
Jonah 4:1-4

Sometimes we allow our upbringing or experi-
ences to prejudice us against a particular group
of people. Prejudice often leads to hatred and
a lack of compassion toward others. God's peo-
ple, however, should be known as loving, ac-
cepting, compassionate people. For this reason,
surrendering our lives to God involves recogniz-
ing and relinquishing our prejudices.

Jonah hated the people of Nineveh. The
Ninevites had been cruel to the Israelites. Jo-
nah would have taken great pleasure in going
to Nineveh to declare God's judgment against
such a wicked city. But God told Jonah to go
to Nineveh and warn them of their impend-
ing destruction so that they might avert God's
wrath. Jonah did not want to participate in such
a mission of mercy, so Jonah tried to run away by
boarding a ship and sailing in the opposite direc-
tion. God sent some very difficult circumstances
to get Jonah's attention and put him back on the
right track. Reluctantly Jonah went to Nineveh
and preached to the people. Surprisingly, they
changed their ways, and God suspended his
plans for their destruction. Jonah was upset
by God's mercy toward the Ninevites. But God
corrected Jonah for his prejudice, pointing out
that “Should | not have concern for the great
city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a
hundred and twenty thousand people who can-
not tell their right hand from their left—and also
many animals?” (Jonah 4:11).

God practically had to force Jonah to let go
of his prejudice and hatred in order to get him
to share God's message of mercy with others
who desperately needed to hear it. Our spiri-
tual transformation cannot be complete until we
have relinquished our prejudices toward other
people. This is not an easy task. We need to ask
God and those close to us to help us recognize
our prejudices. Once we identify these areas,
we need to confess them to God and ask him to
change our hearts.

Move on to Key é and turn to Joshua 1.




A. JONAH REJECTS GOD'S PLAN
11-17)

B. JONAH IS DELIVERED FROM THE
CONSEQUENCES (2:1-10)

C. GOD SPARES THE PEOPLE
OF NINEVEH (3:1-10)

D. THEDEBATE BETWEEN GOD
AND JONAR (41 -11)

THE BIG PICTURE

God wanted Jonah to warn the people of Nineveh of their
sure destruction if they failed to repent of their sins. But
Jonah would rather have died than obey God’s command
to confront the Ninevites with their sin. Jonah wanted
God to destroy the wicked Ninevites; he didn’t want the
people of that Assyrian capital to repent and receive God’s
forgiveness. So Jonah boarded a ship and headed in the
opposite direction.

When Jonah chose to disobey God’s call, his
disobedience endangered the life of everyone on the ship.
God sent a great storm that threatened to swamp the ship.
Terrified, the sailors sought out the guilty party, and Jonah
quickly volunteered to be thrown overboard. Jonah seemed
to prefer death to the prospect of preaching to the godless
Ninevites.

Once bitterness has taken hold of a heart, it is difficult to
reverse the process and begin to forgive. God placed Jonah
inside a great fish for three days to get his attention. Jonah
finally sought God and mcunmmamama to him, begging God to
preserve his life. He ultimately went to Nineveh and warned
the people of their impending punishment, but Jonah was
not happy with their response. The Ninevites repented, and
God responded to their humility with mercy.

Even though Jonah disobeyed God, God never gave
up on Jonah. Forgiving someone is never easy. God used
several object lessons—a storm, a great fish, a large
bush, a small worm, a scorching wind—to teach Jonah
about compassion and forgiveness. And in spite of Jonah’s
resistance to God’s call, God used him to spread the good
news that God desires to save the entire human race.

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL THEMES

GOD DELIVERS THOSE WHO CALL OUT TO HIM

None of us likes to admit we need help. However, it is only
when we acknowledge our need for God and his power that
our spiritual renewal can begin. In the darkness inside the
great fish, Jonah came to realize how desperately he needed
God’s help. He finally surrendered to God and agreed to
follow his plan. As we recognize our sin and disobedience,
we too can receive the help God offers. Only he can redeem
and deliver us from overwhelming troubles. If we try to go it
alone, we are headed for sure disaster.

KEEPING GOD'S PRIORITIES

Since Jonah was a prophet of God, we might have expected
him to share God’s priorities. But when God told him to go
to Nineveh, Jonah’s response reflected his cultural heritage
rather than God’s values. Jonah hated the people of Nineveh
just as most Israelites of his day did. They were the enemy.
But God had compassion on this wicked, bloodthirsty
people. Jonah had to get his priorities in line with God’s.
Gad desires the salvation of ali people regardless of their
race, religion, nationality or apparent wickedness. We need
to ask God to reveal any prejudices that might keep us from
sharing his love with others.

GOD'S PATIENCE

There are many painful aspects of the spiritual growth
process. We, like Jonah, are often tempted to drag our feet
when God asks us to do something we are hesitant to do.
We may even pout when we must face struggles in our
lives. But God is patient with us, just as he was with Jonah.
Instead of running away from God and trying to avoid the
pain of spiritual growth, we need to run toward God who
is in control of everything and worthy of our trust, He will
walk with us all the way.

FORGIVENESS FOR EVERYONE

Jonah was so bitter toward the people of Nineveh that

he chose to die rather than proclaim God’s good news to
them. Our desire for revenge can be destructive in our lives
too. Bitterness destroys our peace, takes away our joy and
impedes our spiritual growth. But God is merciful to our
enemies, even as he has been merciful to us. It may not be
natural to seek God’s forgiveness for those who have hurt
us, but forgiveness is God’s way of restoring lives. When we
experience God’s forgiveness, we should respond with joy
when someone else receives the same. God may even use us
to be an instrument of healing to the people who have hurt
us in the past.

Essential Facts

PURPOSE:

To show that God has compassion-not
only for the Israelites but also for m=
peoples and nations,

AUTHOR:
The prophet Jonah.

AUDIENCE:
The people of God In Israel's northern
and southern kingdoms,

DATE WRITTEN:
Probably around 760 BC.

SETTING:
Jonah was a prophet in Israel during the

_ time of Jeraboam 1, one of the northern

kingdom’s most powerful kings. He was
sent to preach to the people of Nineveh,
the capital of Assyria. This same nation
would conguer the northern kingdom
in722 B¢,

KEY VERSE:

“In my distress | called to the Loro, and
he answered me. From deep in the realm
of the dead | called for help, and you
listened to my cry” (2:2).

KEY PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS:
Jonah, the ship’s captain, the ship’s crew
and the people of Nineveh.

NINEVEH IS NORTHEAST; ﬁpmmz_mx _w Emmﬁ <<:m: God am__m Jonah to preach
repentance to the wicked Ninevites, the prophet knows that God's mercy may
follow. He turns down the assignment and heads for Tarshish instead. But once
God has dampened his spirits (by tossing him out of the boat and into the
water) and has demonstrated His protection (by moving him out of the water
and into the fish), Jonah realizes God is serious about His command. Nineveh
must hear the word of the Lord; therefore Jonah goes. ‘Althoughthe preaching
is a success, the preacher comes away angry and discouraged and he must
learn firsthand of God’s compassion for sinful men.

Yonah is the Hebrew word for “dove.” The Septuagint hellenized this <<c_.o_
into Jonas, and the Latin Vulgate used the title Jonas.

WATCH WORDS
= prepare (account, assign, get ready)—1:17 (also 4:6-8)
= fast (abstain from ,nooa for a period of time to seek the Lord)—3:5
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“So the Lorp said, ‘You cared about the plant, which you did not labor over
and did not grow. It appeared in a night and perished in a night. Should I not
care about the great city of Nineveh, which has more than 120,000 people

who cannot distinguish between their
animals?”” ).

Who wrote Jonah?
The book is anonymous, though it records a narrative about Jonah,
the son of Amittai from Gath-hepher near Nazareth {2Kg 14:25).

Who were the recipients?

Although the original audience is not specifically identified, the
people of Nineveh were clearly the immediate recipients of Jonah's
prophetic message. However, the hook itself was written for the
people of | srael. The book of Jonah is still read during the after-
noon of Yom Kippur or the Day of Atonement.

When was Jonah written?
800-750B¢.

Where did it happen?

Second Kirgs 14:25 places Jonak's praphetic ministry during the
reign of Jerohoam Il (king of the northern kingdom of Israel).
Jonah probably preached in Nineveh sometime between the death
of the Assyrian ruler Adad-nirari Il (783-782 s.¢.) and the king-
ship of Tighath-pileser Wl (745727 s.c.), under whose leadership
Assyria achieved military dominance of the region.

What is Jonah about?

* Salvatien. The book of Jonah points to the grace given and faith
required for true salvation.

The sovereignty of God. The Lord is over both the large {the
storm, :4) and the small (the worm, 4:7).

The compassion of God. The Lord's love and mercy reaches:
outand seeks to bring to repentance even those who are not
His people.

B

Why should women read Jonah?

Probably the best known of the 12 Minor Prophets, the book

of Jonah is not just a story for children, Rather, Jonah reminds
women that often obedience to God comes at the cost of your
own comfosrt. In the context of the entire biblical canon, the book
of Jonah chaflenges followers of Christ to revisit their sometimes
inadequateview of God, to be radically (and willingly) obedient
to Him, ancito avoid the pride and hypocrisy exhibited by this

right and their left, as well as many

prophet, who was more concerned for his own comfort than he
was for a city on the verge of destruction.

How do you read Jonah?

The recipients of Jonah's message were the people of Nineveh,
located in Assyria. Aithough Assyria was not a substantial threat
to Israel during the reign of Jeroboam [i, the Assyrians' tactics of
warfare would not have been easily forgotten. In the tenth and
ninth centuries s.c., conquering Assyrian armies committed atroci-
ties to dernonstrate why the people living in other military targets
should avoid resistance or rebellion. The Assyrians’ cruelty was
legendary. They promoted awareness of this reputation through
word-of-mouth, official inscriptions, and artistic renderings of
conquest designed to incite fear and produce submission on the
part of other nations. Therefore, Jonah's reluctance to go anywhere
near the Assyrian capital is understandable.

While Jonah's immediate audience was Nineveh, the book
was written specifically for the lsraelites, Jonah differs signifi-
cantly from the other prophetic books in structure and content.
Rather than being comprised of a series of messages or oracles,
the only divine message reported by the prophet is the succinct
sermon, warning that in 40 days Nineveh would be overthrown
(3:4). Therefore, the book’s message focuses not merely on the
prophetic word delivered to a rebellious people but even more on
the lessons God reveals about Himself through His dealings with a
rebellious prophet.

The style is almost completely narrative, The book is as much
about the story of the prophet as it is about what was prophesied
concerning Nineveh. Only Jonah's prayer (chapter 2) is in poetic
form. Many literary features allow the book of Jonah to be read as
satire without denying any of its historicity. Satire is characterized
by its didactic and corrective purpose. Typically aimed at expos-
ing the pervasive and destructive vices of pride and hypocrisy,
satire frequently uses irony, exaggeration, and humor to elicit
the audiences recognition and rejection of the vice(s) being
criticized. The way Jonah's story is told in Scripture intensifies the
instructive aims of the prophetic book, not only for the Israelites’
narrow understanding of God but also for the Christian reader’s
worldview, |

|
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Tarshish, and ends up in the belly of a
great fish. Yet God’s will prevails, The
recaicitrant prophet goes to Nineveh
and finally delivers God’s message. The
peaple of Nineveh are receptive and re-
pent, _

Traditionally, this book has been as-
cribed to Jonah the son of Amittai (1:1).
He also appears in 2 Kings 14:25 as the
one who prophesied about the restora-
tion of the boundaries of Israel during
the reign of Jeroboam i1,

MESSAGE
The book of Jonah is the story of God's

OUTLINE

I. Jonah Disobeys
H. Jonah Repents
1ll. Jonah Preaches
iV. Jonah Pouts

Jod

Then Jonah prayed unto the Lorp his Go

stle from prison, feed
a thousand others He

syrians’ well-deserved reputation for
violence caused Israel to see them as
a wicked people who were a political
threat, even if the nation was not as
powerful as it once was.

The revival that Jonah describes
probably happened during the rule
of Ashurdan Il (773-755 B.c.). It was
short-lived, for Assyria destroyed Sa-
maria, Israel, in 722 s.c. Assyria fell to
Babylon in 612 s.c.

TIME

Jonah's ministry likely took place dur-
ing the reign of Jeroboam Il (782~753
B.C.), after Elisha.

1:1-17
2:1-10
3:1-10
4:1-11

d out of the fish’s belly. ~Jonah 2:1

.od's love desires the best for all of us, and He desires to
“..~ open rivers in desert places, still turbulent waves,
send an angel to release an apo:
the gospel. All these things and
but only because it had besn His will to do it from the
What the praying man does is to bring His will into
what He has all along been willing to do.
change things in answer to man’s prayer.

beginning. No one persuades Him.

~—The Price of Neglect

give us the best at any cost. He will
quiet the wind, bring water from the rock,
an orphanage, open a land long closed to
has done and will do in answer 1o prayer,

line with the will of God so God can do
Thus prayer changes the man and enables God to



