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WHAT'S THIS BOOK ABOUT? Acts shows the Christian church’s explosion

across the Mediterranean region.

- WHO WROTE IT? Luke. He addressed it to Theophilus,
as he did the Gospel of Luke.

-~ WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? The book covers a period of

about 30 years, from the ascension of Jesus to the
early 60s A.D.

- WHERE DOES THIS BOOK FIT? Acts begins with

the ascension of Jesus and continues through the
growth of the early church.

- THE BREAKDOWN
Chapters 1-7: The gospel takes root in Jerusalem
Chapters 8-12: The gospel spreads throughout
Judea and Samaria
- Chapters 13-28: The gospel spreads throughout
the Roman Empire

KEY CONCEPTS

* Holy Spirit
Witness
Church
Christians

SCORECARD

Peter: The church’s first leader
Philip: One of the first deacons; early missionary
- Stephien: Another deacon; first Christian martyr
Paul: Church planter and leader among the
Gentites
- Barnabas: A _mmam_‘ in the Jerusalem church;
companion of Paul
Silas: Another companion of Paul
- Lydias First convert in Philippi
Priscilla and Aquila: Paul's friends and fellow
tentmakers
Luke: Author of the book; joined Paul on his
second missionary journey (16:10)
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WORTH MEMORIZING

° 1:8 “You will receive power when the
Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you
will be my witnesses, telling people
about me everywhere—in Jerusalem,
throughout Judea, in Samaria, and o
the ends of the earth”

e 2:38 Peter replied, “Each of you must
repent of your sins and turn to God, and
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ
for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you
will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”

 4:12 “There is salvation in no one else!
God has given no other name under
heaven by which we must be saved.’

THE MASCULINE PERSPECTIVE

= WITNESS. Being a witness for Christ
is not for wimps. it takes strength,
ingenuity, courage, and stamina that
only the Holy Spirit can give.

_,_mwmom of God in o::mﬁ

WHAT'S THE POINT OF
Acts?
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Q) Timeline

: AD. 30 ..._
. JESUS CRUCIFIED; PENTECOST;
CHURCH BEGUN

35 +

STEPHEN MARTYRED;
PAUL'S CONVERSION .

38 +

PAUL RETURNS TO TARSUS

. a4

BARNABAS GOES T0 FIND PAUL

: 44 4

JAMES MARTYRED; PETER IN PRISON
46-48 +

PAUL'S FIRST MISSIONARY JOURNEY

50 +
JERUSALEM COUNCIL

50-52 +

PAUL'S SECOND MISSIONARY
JOURNEY

53-57 +
PAUL'S THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY
54 4
NERO BECOMES EMPEROR

57-59 +
PAUL IMPRISONED IN CAESAREA

59 +
PAUL'S VOYAGE TO ROME

62 +
PAUL RELEASED FROM PRISON

642 +
PAUL MARTYRED

70 +
ROME DESTROYS JERUSALEM |




- Acts -

O?E.nr maocbm the world is growing faster than ever, and the
number of Christians is exploding. Some people say we're
:&sm, in the twenty-ninth chapter of the book of Acts. Well,
in a sense these last 2000 years of Christian history have been
a continuation of the story that began in the twenty-eight
chapters of Acts.

In our English Bibles, the fifth book of the New Testament is
commonly called, “The Acts of the Apostles.” In some ways that
title seems a bit misleading. Only two apostles are prominently
- featured in Acts—Peter and Paul. And the acts that unfold
are really the Acts of the Holy Spirit, or, as some said, “The
Continuing Words and Works of Jesus by His Spirit Through
the Apostles.” A

The author is Luke, the beloved physician who composed the
third Gospel. The books of Luke and Acts are twin volumes of
a two-part work. Both cover vmﬁomm of about thirty years. The

Gospel starts with the birth of Christ and finishes the story in

Jerusalem. The book of Acts starts with the birth of the Church
and finishes the mﬁoQ in Rome.

In Acts 17:6, Luke describes the heroes of Acts as “These who
have turned the world upside down.” If the world ever needed
to be turned upside down, it’s now. God grant that you too may
turn the world upside down, and that we may indeed be :Ssm
in the nim:&?bEHr chapter of Acts.

rwﬂ exciting days to be mozoéma oHn Christ! The

6
KEY THOUGHT: |
Jesus returned to heaven at the end of
His earthly ministry, leaving His Spirit-filled
followers with the glorious task of taking His
message to the ends of the earth.

KEY VERSE:

“You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be witnesses to
Me in umEmm_mBQ and in all .?mnm msm mEBmﬁm.

msm to the end of the eart
Acts 1:8
<L
rgc
KEY ACTION:

“We cannot but speak the things
which we have seen and heard.”
, Acts 4:20

LR
P
Nm< PRAYER:

Lord, give me the vosan 8 |
reach the world with the Gospel.




BASIC SURVEY
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day of Pentecost—and the Church is born. The disciples are empowered to ,

preach boldly about Jesus. Jewish leaders, fearing the new movement called
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THE APOSTLE PAUL

The apostle Paul was born in the city of Tarsus in the Roman province of Cilicia
(in southern Turkey) and was named Saul. His father had Roman citizenship,
so although he was a Jew, Saul was born
a Roman citizen. His Latin name was
Paul, Saul was raised a Pharisee and
as a young man went to Jerusalem to
study under Gamaliel, a leading rabbi.
He excelled in these studies and was
extremely zealous for the Law of Moses
(Acts 22:3, 27-28; Galatians 1:14).

Saul agreed to the stoning of Ste-
phen, the first martyr, and went on
to lead an intense persecution against
Christians throughout Israel. As he was traveling to Damascus to persecute

Christians, a bright light shone around him and Jesus appeared and spoke
with him. Saul immediately believed and became a disciple (Acts 8-9).

After spending a few years in Arabia and Tarsus, Saul was invited to
Antioch to teach and preach. From there, he and Barnabas were sent out as
missionaries to both Jews and Gentiles living in the Roman provinces. At this
point Saul began using his Roman name, Paul. Paul not only was an effective
speaker, but did many mighty miracles. He later traveled with Timothy and
Silas and evangelized Greece and Turkey (Acts 11:25-27; 13:1- 3).

Paul was eventually arrested and stood trial in Rome before Nero. He
was released and apparently traveled west to Spain. Upon returning to the
eastern Mediterranean, however, he was rearrested, once again taken to
Rome, and this time executed.

Paul persecuted Christians before he became an apostle. This paint-
d Saint Paul Writing His Epistles is by Valentin de Boulogne
(1591-1632).

READ ACTS 9 AND 26.

® Three-Month Course: your next reading is on page 209. =
® Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 204. >
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PREACHING THE GOSPEL

The first disciples personally witnessed Jesus’ miracles and saw Him alive
again after His crucifixion and resurrection. Thats why they repeatedly
declared, “We are His witnesses to these things” (Acts 5:32 NKjV). (See also
Acts 2:32; 3:15; 10:39.) In the same way;, all believers are to be a witness of
the change that Jesus has brought to their lives, to “tell what great things
God has done for [them]” (Luke 8:39 NKjV).

We should preach the Gospel not only with words, but by our loving
attitude and lifestyle. If we're focused on the wonderful things Jesus has
done for us, we'll naturally talk about them, “for out of the abundance of the
heart the mouth speaks” (Matthew 12:34 NKjv). As Peter said, “We cannot
stop speaking about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20 NASB).

Paul said, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God
that brings salvation to everyone who believes” (Romans 1:16 N1v). But at
times we do worry about what others will think of us. Also, we often may
1ot know what to say or how to say it. That's why God desires to empower
us for this task with His Holy Spirit. As Jesus said, “You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, telling
people about me everywhere” (Acts 1:8 NLT). The Holy Spirit gave the first
Christians great power and enabled them to be effective witnesses, and He
will do the same for us today.

READ ACTS 3 AND 19.

@ Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 205. >
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SALVATION ONLY IN JESUS

When Peter and John were brought
before the religious council, Peter
boldly declared Jesus as the Messiah
and Savior, saying, “There is salvation
in no one else; for there is no other
name under heaven that has been
given among men by which we must
be saved” (Acts 4:12 NASB). Jesus is not
simply one of many ways to heaven.
As He Himself said, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life. No one can come to

) T the Father except through me” (John
Dl o 1 S R 46 ), And.this s the message
the only way tosahaton. Jesus’ disciples preached.

Paul explained, “For there is one God and one mediator between God
and mankind, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5 N1v). A mediator is
someone who deals with a problem or issue that separates two people—or
two groups of people. The problem between us and God is our sin, and Jesus
was the only mediator who could resolve this. Only Jesus can rescue us from
death and give us eternal life. The apostle John declared, “God hath given to
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son” (1 John 5:11 xjv).

Why is Jesus so special? Why can only He save us? The reason is simple:
other so-called saviors and gurus may have some good moral teachings, but
only Jesus can forgive our sin. As John the Baptist said, “Behold! The Lamb
of God who takes away the sin of the world!” (John 1:29 NKJV). Jesus is the
Lamb of God—the only acceptable sacrifice for our sins. We can only find
forgiveness in Jesus.

READ ACTS 4-5.

@ Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 209. >
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TuE HoLY SPIRIT

God consists of three persons—God the Father, God the Son (Jesus Christ),
and God the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is also called the Spirit of God and
the Spirit of Christ (Romans 8:9). Some people think the Holy Spirit is just
some kind of power or force, but the Bible makes it clear that the Spirit is a
person and is equal in power and wisdom and holiness to God. The Spirit
knows everything that God knows (1 Corinthians 2:10-1 1). That'’s why He
is also called “the Spirit of truth” (John 16:13 Niv). The moment we accept
Jesus as Lord, God sends the Spirit to live in our hearts (Galatians 4:6).
All believers must have the Spirit living in them to be saved (Romans 8:9),
but many Christians believe that being “baptized with the Holy Spirit” is a
separate event. In the Bible people sometimes received the Holy Spirit after
they became Christians (Acts 8:14-17; 19:1-6).

READ ACTS 8 AND 19,

w: DD BN TRE as _,Z:u
MIRACLES OF HEALING

When Jesus commissioned His twelve apostles to be witnesses and to
preach, He also gave them the power to do healing miracles. Jesus later gave
this power to seventy other disciples (Matthew 10:1; Luke 10:1, 9). In the
book of Acts, the Twelve did many mighty miracles. “Many wonders and
signs were done through the apostles” (Acts 2:43 NKJV; see also Acts 5:12).
e Jesus had said, “And these signs will follow those who
believe. . .they will lay hands on the sick, and they will
recover” (Mark 16:17-18 Nkjv). And James gave in-
structions for elders to heal (James 5:14-15). But ap-
parently not all Christians had healing powers. For
example, when Tabitha became sick and died, none
of the Christians of Joppa were able to heal her—but
Peter came and raised her from dead (Acts 9:36-41).

“he apostles were given the power to
geal others. This painting by Karel Du-
idin (1626-1678) s titled Saint Paul
Jealing the Cripple ar Lystra.

READ ACTS 14 AND 17,
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PREACHING TO THE GENTILES

Peter was staying in Joppa when three Romans, sent by the Roman centurion
Cornelius, arrived at the door. God told Peter to go with them, even though
Jews were forbidden to keep company with Gentiles, or non-Jews (Acts
10:28). So Peter and several other Jews entered his house. Cornelius had
invited all of his relatives and close friends, and explained that an angel had
appeared to him, telling him to listen to what Peter had to say. When Peter
said that “everyone who believes in him [Jesus] will have their sins forgiven”
(Acts 10:43 NLt), the Holy Spirit entered the listeners’ hearts. The Jewish
Christians were amazed and said, “We can see that God has also given the
Gentiles the privilege of. . .receiving eternal life” (Acts 11:18 NLT).

READ ACTS 11 AND PSALM 102.

" HipDEN TREASURE

TROUBLE FOR BELIEVERS

Is it actually Gods plan for His people to suffer trouble, stress, and
persecution? Yes. Paul warned, “We must go through many hardships
to enter the kingdom of God” (Acts 14:22 Niv). God often uses troubles,
pressures, setbacks, and even persecution to test our faith and refine us.
Christians are literally destined for trouble, Paul wrote to Christians to keep
them from being shaken by the troubles they were going through, saying,
“But you know that we are destined for such troubles” (1 Thessalonians 3:3
NLT). We're not even supposed to think it odd. “Beloved, think it not strange
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing
happened unto you” (1 Peter 4:12 xJv).

READ ACTS 12 AND 16.
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JEws OF THE DIASPORA

There were over five million Jews living scattered throughout the Roman
Empire. They were called the Diaspora, or the “dispersed among the
Gentiles” (John 7:35 Kjv). They met weekly in synagogues, and as James
said, “The law of Moses has been preached in every city from the earliest
times” (Acts 15:21 N1v). Many Greeks called proselytes converted to the
Jewish faith, and those who didn’t go through with circumcision, but who
nevertheless believed in God, were referred to as “God-fearers” When Saul
persecuted the Jewish Christians in Judea, many of them fled to Phoenicia,
Cyprus, and Antioch and preached to these Jews and God-fearers. Every
time they entered a new city, Paul and his companions preached the Gospel
to them first as well.

READ ACTS 13 AND 18.

THE STORM AND SHIPWRECK

Paul was being taken to Rome as a prisoner, and
they were sailing south of Crete when a pow-
exful wind drove them out to sea. “The terrible
storm raged for many days, blotting out the sun
and the stars, until at last all hope was gone”
(Acts 27:20 NLT). After two weeks, the sailors
realized that they were approaching land. So

Paul survived a severe storm and shipwreck while he
was being transported as a prisoner to Rome. Saint
they hoisted the foresail, hoping to be driven up i Sipieced on ako i by Lawent de I e

onto the beach. But they got stuck on a sandbar (1606-1656.

some ways out and the stern began breaking to pieces in the heavy surf. The
centurion ordered everyone who could swim to make it to the beach. Those
who couldn’t swim hung onto planks and were washed ashore. Miraculously,
everyone made it to land safely.

READ ACTS 27-28.

INTRODUCTION TO

ACTS

BACKGROUND

7 .;/sm Acts of the Apostles details how

the disciples fulfilied the Great Com-
mission (Mt 28:19-20). The title “Acts,”
Praxeis in Greek, is a title used in Greek
fiterature for accounts of great deeds
of notable men, In this case, the spot-
light is on specific notables, Peter and
Paul—and the Holy Spirit.

Luke, a physician and historian, is the
acknowledged author of Acts and the
Gospel of Luke. Both documents are ad-
dressed to a particular Gentile, Theophi-
Jus. Luke was noted for his careful inves-
tigative procedures (Lk 1:1-4). It is likely
he had opporiunities to interview apos-

tles Peter and John in Jerusalem for the .

information used in chapters 1-12. As
a close companion of the apostle Paul,

" Luke was an eyewitness of many of the -

events recorded in chapters 13-28.
MESSAGE -

" This narrative book recounts the tu-

multuous history of the -early church.
The arrival of the Holy Spirit at Pente-
cost, a fulfillment of “the promise of
the Father” (1:4), gives the apostles

OUTLINE

1. The Early Church
A. Birth of the church
B. Miracles and testimonies

C. Persecution spreads the message:

D. Saul’s conversion
E. The church grows

i1 Paul’s Ministry
A. First missionary journey -
B. Council at Jerusalem
C.-Second missionary journey
D. Third missionary journey
E. Paul on trial
F.Voyage to Rome

the power to carry out the Great Com-

mission. In chapter 2, Peter preaches
a powerful evangelistic sermon, just
one of the several public gospel proc-

lamations—others were by Stephen
- and Paul—recounted by Luke. There
is nothing secret about this faith. Yet

the book is more than speeches; it is a
high-action story of faithful witness in
the face of persecution as the apostles
and believers claim the power of the
Spirit in sharing the spiritually liberat-
ing message of salvation in Christ.

A high point of this narrative is the
conversion of the Pharisee Saul, who
becomes the great apostle Paul. Luke
chronicles Paul’s missionary journeys,
his trials, his appeal o Caesar, and his
passage to Rome. Even there, under
house arrest, he preached “the kingdom
of God . . . with all confidence” (28:31).

TIME : ,

Because the Acts of the Apostles ends
with Paul awaiting frial in Rome, Luke
probably wrote the Acts of the Apostles
around A.0. 62 before the outcome of the
trial.

1:1-2:47

3:1-6:7

6:8-8:40

© 9131
9:32-12:25

13:1-14:28
15:1-35
15:36-18:22
18:23-21:17
21:18-26:32
27:1-28:31




ACTS

THE BIG PICTURE

What occurred during the brief years of Jesus’ earthly
life was limited to a small corner of the world. Most of
civilization never noticed Jesus bringing hope to a hurting

A .3._mmcm>_.m§”qm:._zmq=m§
STORY AT HOME {1:1—840) .

B. TOJUDEA AND SAMARIA:

and seemingly forsaken group of people. But just as Jesus E>zm:iz TO QUTSIDERS
predicted, the small band of disciples that met in Jerusalem ‘ G.TANE ,
following his death and resurrection turned the world €. TOTHE WHOLE WORLD: HOW
upside down. And life on planet Earth has never been the " OUTSIDERS BECOME INSIDERS
same:singe. B1—2m40)
Written by Luke as a sequel to his gospel account, the !
book of Acts records a history of the early believers and the ~ D. JERUSALEM TO ROME: THE COST
beginnings of the church. Through the examples of these m_wﬂo_.swﬁw‘_mmcm ,

early believers, we see that the Holy Spirit can powerfully
change lives. We learn that God can transform us and help
us live at peace with him and with others.

The first half of this book focuses on the ministry of
Peter—how he was transformed from an impulsive and
unreliable, though well-intentioned, follower of Jesus to
a bold and dedicated leader. The second half of the book
presents us with the life and ministry of Paul. He and his
companions faced difficulties and opposition, but through
the power of God these missionaries spread the Good News
about Jesus throughout the Mediterranean world.

These men should be an encouragement to us. Both
made serious mistakes as younger men, but as they
surrendered their lives to God, they gradually were
changed. As an angry young man, Paul helped kill the first
Christian martyr, Stephen. But later Paul became a selfless
and dedicated missionary. Peter, whose cockiness often
prevented him from overcoming his weaknesses, became a
humble and effective leader in the new church. The changes
in both men demonstrate what God can do in our lives too.

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL THEMES

THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

Jesus promised the disciples that after he left, the Holy Spirit
would bring them power (see Acts 1:8). Little did they know
what kind of power that would be! As these men learned
firsthand, the Holy Spirit and his power are real. When we
compare Peter’s life in the gospel narratives with his life
and attitudes in the book of Acts, we can tell that Peter’s

life had beea changed by the Holy Spirit’s power. When we
look at Saul trying to destroy the early church and then see
his dedicated missionary service, we can tell that God had
radically transformed him. The power of God changed their

Essential Facts :

PURPOSE:

Totrace the history of Christianity from
- its predominantly Jewish roots to a

waorldwide faith through the impetus of

the Holy Spirit. -

AUTHOR:
Luke, the physician.

AUDIENCE:
Theophilus, whose name means “lover
of God.” ,

DATE WRITTEN:

. Sometime between AD 63 and 70,

SETTING:
Acts provides a history of the events that
followed the resurrection of Jesus.

KEY VERSE:

"You will receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea
and Samaria, and to the ends of the

earth” (1:8).

KEY PEOPLE:

- Peter, John, Stephen, Philip, Paul, .

Barnabas, Silas, Timothy and Luke.

SPECIAL FEATURES:
The book of Acts is a sequel to the Gospel
of Luke.

hearts, giving them confidence to tell the truth about him.
In our powerlessness, God makes his power available to us
through the Holy Spirit. With God’s help, no problem is too
great to overcome; no life is so far gone that it cannot be
made new.

COMMITMENT THAT OVERCOMES OPPOSITION

Luke did not idealize the people of the early church. They
did not have an easy task, nor did they swiftly move toward
their objective. Instead, the early believers struggled with
controversy, opposition and discouragement. Religious and
irreligious people alike misunderstood them. But a common
thread was their commitment to God at any cost. As we
cornmit our lives to God, we will also face obstacles, but we
can expect to overcome any problems or opposing forces
with God’s powerful help.

LIVING BEYOND CIRCUMSTANCES

When we read about the early Christians and how they
shared their possessions and took care of one another, it

is easy to think that somehow they were spared the kinds
of problems we experience. That perception is incorrect,
because life for the early believers was very difficult. Rather
than experiencing an easier lifestyle, these believers learned
how to live above their circumstances. They were more
conscious of God than they were of their problems. When
we focus on the problems we face in our lives, we lose sight
of our power source. We may try to succeed on our own
power, only to fail and become discouraged. Denying or
ignoring our circumstances will not help us, but trusting
God and surrendering the circumstances of our lives to him
will help us live above our problems too.

SHARING THE MESSAGE

As Peter, John, Philip, Paul, Barnabas and others came

to faith in Jesus, they shared the Good News with more
people. As we share our own experience of spiritual
awakening and God’s healing power with others in need,
we will find that our faith in God grows stronger and others
have the opportunity for spiritual renewal.



ook closely at an old photograph of people you may not know, and what do you m%..w .
AQutdated clothing, smiling faces, perhaps an interesting landscape in the background.
Beyond that, photographs can capture a moment in time: the way people lived, the
relationships they enjoyed, the values they held dear, and at times, the beliefs that %aa
them into an unknown future,

The book of Acts is a photo album of sorts that recounts the first 30 years of the
Christian church, It offers a progression of snapshots that retrace the early church’s
story from Jesus’ ascension to Paul’s conversion to the spread of Christianity
throughout the Mediterranean region, and finally, to Paul’s arrival in Rome to
address the Roman emperor. Bolstering its credibility, the book refuses to
accentuate only the church’s strengths and gloss over its %3835%
(5:1-11; 6:1).

Although technically speaking, the book’s author is
anonymous, overwhelming evidence points to Luke.
Since its inception, various traditions have asserted
that Luke wrote the book of Acts as a sequel to
the Gospel of Luke. We know that both books were
written for the same person (Lk 1:4; Ac 1:1) and that
the author of Acts accompanied Paul on some of his -
travels because at various times the point of view
changes from he/they to we/us (Ac 16:10-17; 20:5-
15; 21:1-18; 27:1-29; 28:1-16). Finally, we know
- that Luke accompanied Paul on his travels (Col
4:14; 2Tm 4:11; Phm 24). Because the book ends
abruptly with Paul imprisoned in Rome—but
before his martyrdom in A.0. 64—Luke likely
‘wrote it in the early 60s.

Acts presents various snapshots of effective
©ways in presenting the Gospel. Peter preaches to
curious spectators on the streets of Jerusalem (2:14-
40). Philip explains to an Ethiopian court official Jesus’
fulfillment of OT prophecy (8:26-40). Peter, John, Paul, and_
“the other apostles perform signs and wonders (3:1 -10;
 5:12; 16:16-18). Paul appeals to the intellectual elite at .
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ACTS (ORIGINAL GREEK TITLE PRAXEIS, “Acts”) is a unique . book inthe | > _<_°<¢—.=®=ﬂ
Scripture. It is really volume 2 of Luke’s work and tells the story of the begin- | ;

nings of the church. It begins with the ascension of Jesus, records the giving of | _mgﬂ m<m_.<@=m |

the Spirit at Pentecost, and tells the life of the early church. It is not, however,

the story of the whole church, or even of all the apostles. It focuses on the , | Acts 18:1:3, 24-26; 21:8-9 |
beginnings of the church, then on the work of Peter, and finally on the work . {1 THE EARLIEST DAYS of the Christian church, |
of Paul. Luke wanted to show how the church spread from Jerusalem all over |  the body of Christ wasn't governed by bureau- L
Palestine and then to the Gentiles. . ” } " cratic agencies in faraway cities. God-fearing
Luke reports a series of episodes in the life and faith of the early n:c«n: to people rolled up their sleeves and got to work.

Even more important, everyone’s ‘contribu-
tions were accepted. It didn't matter whether -
one was a Jew or Gentile, male or female. All

mr.oi how Christianity rose out of Judaism and has deep roots in the Jewish
faith. He shows something of the struggle the disciples felt in moving out ina

mission to Gentiles. Ofe of the major themes in the book is the role of the Holy | .
Spirit in guiding and strengthening the church as it spread across the Mediter- wﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁﬁ %w:m‘ﬁw%“ %%uwwmmm i
ranean world. Another theme is the message that Christianity is not dangerous | One important couple who served the church
to the authority or power of the Roman Empire. (Luke—Acts may have been | in its formative days was Aquila and Priscilla. |
written as a legal document in Paul’s defense.) More than one-half of Actsis = | ~ They were Jews who shated Paul's faith in God W
devoted to the ministry of Paul and his travels to preach the good news. : " as well as his trade (they were tentmakers or
|  leatherworkers). Introduced here in Acts, they
WATCH WORDS _ ,” ~continue to pop. up throughout the New Testa-
= power (ability, strength, force)—1:8 ! " ment (see Romans 16:3, 1 Corinthians 16:19, |
» fo reknowledge (knowing about an event before it occurs)—2:23 :  and 2 Timothy 4:19). |

Though Paul was m_zm_m and taught that
- celibacy could be for some a better state for
serving God than marriage, Aquila and Priscilla
showed that it was possible to be married and - |
to faithfully serve Christ at the same time. In |
thelr dedication to the cause of the gospel, this
couple played a crucial role in tutoring a bril- -
liant speaker named Apollos, and their home
~was used as a gathering place for believers. In-
 terestingly, Priscilla’s name is listed before her
“husband's four out of the six times the couple
" is mentioned, perhaps because of her integrity,
character, or leadership role in the church.
‘And in Acts 21 we meet four young daugh-
" ters of Philip the Evangelist. We know nothing
V about these young women except 52 they had
“the gift of prophecy.’ ,,
The early Christians understood that everyone
-who had received spiritual gifts was to use them
in the service of the church. it did not matter
if the person was male or female, married or
single. wmmma_mmm of gender, social status, or
occupation, all believers were expected to exer-
cise their gifts to the glory of God.

(also 26:5)
= chirch (assembly of believers)—8:3 (also 19:32, 39, 41)
s Christian (follower of Christ)—11:26 (also 26:28)
= grace (undeserved favor; God’s goodness)—14:3 (also 15:11) !




A Crooked Partnership
St : _ Acts 5:1-11 v ,

HUSBANDS AND WIVES often disagree over money matters, so it's usually encouraging to see couples think-
ing alike on a financial plan. But in this shocking case from the earliest days of the Christian church, a
‘man and wife who conspired to cheat God paid the ultimate price. , ,
. The church in the book of Acts was a radical group of Christians who were totally sold out to God. They
. were so committed to the community that they even pooled their financial resources into one big fund.
Ananias and his wife, Sapphira, were members of the church, and they agreed with this idea—at least.
- publicly, But in private, their priorities were much different. As others in the church had done, they sold a
~ piece of real estate and gave the proceeds to the aposties for distribution within the church. But instead of
* tuming in the entire sum to the fellowship, the couple kept a portion for themselves while publicly claiming
o have given the whole amount. i : . : ,
~ Peter,with the help of the Holy Spirit, spotted their dishonesty. When he saw Ananias, he confronted him
 with the iruth. “You weren't lying to us but to God!” he said (Acts 5:4). Within seconds, Ananias fell dead!
- Afew hours later, Sapphira showed up. When Peter questioned her, she kept up the ruse she and her
- husband had agreed upon. Peter charged her with conspiring with her husband against God, and Sapphira,
- too, died on the spot (5:9-10). ; s v *

It's good to see couples working together, but husbands and wives need to collaborate for good pur-
poses, -not evil ends. When they serve God together, their union is blessed. But when they conspire
together in sin, their evil is multiplied.. ~ , el

THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES N,mmw<,~om >

FULL OF THE SPIRIT AND WISDOM

Acts 6:1-6

“hen we consider acts of service, there are two kinds of people in the world: guests and

" hosts. The guests are those who expect to be taken care of; the hosts are those who do

_ the caring. The discipline of service builds on the premise that we, as Christ's followers,
are G od’s hosts in this world.

Division threatened the early church community because not everyone was being cared for

God of

mmamu-imq% ‘

“1. Allah is ==§%mu_m. Muslims can only know

1124  ACTS 26:26

 SPEAK THE TRUTH

Receiving Forgiveness
Acts 26:12~-18

Confessing our sins to God and to others hum-
bles us and allows us to share our weaknesses.
We should encourage others to do likewise. In
doing so, we can help others live in the light and
speak the truth before God.

Jesus appointed the apostle Paul as his ser-
vant and sent him as a witness to the Gentiles.
Jesus wanted Paul “‘to open their eyes and
turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan to God, so that they may re-
ceive forgiveness of sins and a place among
WWOMMVEro are sanctified by faith in me"" (Acts

Once we are honest before God and admit
our wrongs, we will begin to dispel the dark-
ness in our lives. God wants us to live in the
light and receive immediate forgiveness based
on the finished work of Jesus Christ. A restored
relationship with God awaits us right now if we
will confess our sins and receive his forgiveness.

Turn to Romans 2.

Allah’s laws, given in the Koran. In contrast, . |

Yahweh of the Bible is a God whom we can
know personally. ,.
2. Allah is one, whereas the God of the Bible is a
Trinity: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (as noted
in Mt 28:19; Mk 1:10-11; Ac 1:4-5).
3, Allah is changeable and thus cannot be |
trusted. Yahweh does not change, and is ,
therefore always trustworthy.

adequately. The apostles’ response was to call forth a group of hosts who could serve the practi-
cal needs of the community. These hosts, later called “deacons” (see 1 Timothy 3:8-10), did not
simply perform menial chores. They were also “full of the Spirit and wisdom” (Acts 6:3). Whether
administering a food program or proclaiming God's truth, these hosts showed God's love in |
practical ways. Two of them, Stephen and Philip, presented powerful testimonies to the living W
Lord Jesus Christ (see Acts 7-8.) |

No matter what our task, we should seek to be “full of the Spirit and wisdom" as we go about | |
our work. Then others will hear and see the love of Christ in practical ways. *

,, 4. Allah is transcendent and unapproachable.

f Yahweh made Himself known by entering
human history in the person of Jesus Christ. |

5. With Allah salvation is based on works of |
legalism. With Yahweh salvation is basedon

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE
Do yau view yourself as a guest or a host? How does picturing yourself as a host affect your view of | |
service? Think of a situation in which you could make a significant impact by being a host. Whatac- | |
tions can you take? Ask God to fill you with the Holy Spirit and wisdom as you enter this situation. |

For more on service, turn to Romans 12. :

\ i




ACTS 9:38 1101

A Time to Surrender
Acts 9:1-9

There are important moments in life when we
must choose whether or not we will surrender to
God. These are usually times of crisis, situations
that can bring about changes in our entire life
direction. These moments can either destroy us
or they can forever turn the course of our lives
in a much better direction.

Saul of Tarsus faced such a moment. After
Jesus' ascersion, Saul set out to rid the world
of Christians.

As he neared Damascus on his journey,
suddenly a light from heaven flashed
around him. He fell to the ground and
heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why
do you persecute me?” “Who are you,
Lord?” Saul asked. "I am Jesus, whom you
are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up
and go into the city, and you will be told
what you must do.” ... Saul got up from
the grourd, but when he opened his eyes
he could see nothing. So they led him by
the hand into Damascus. For three days he
was blind, and did not eat or drink anything
(Acts 9:3—6,8~9). :

This evert produced a severe crisis for Saul.
He had been certain that his religious zeal
against Jesus and his followers was what God
had mxmmnnmn_ of him. But suddenly the risen
Messiah, Jesus, spoke to him, and then Saul
was blind! In his physical blindness, Saul came
1o see that he had been spiritually blind to the
truth about God. In response, Saul sought God.
And God healed not only Saul’s physical blind-
ness, but also the spiritual blindness that had
kept him from accepting Jesus as his Messiah.
The persecutor Saul became the apostle Paul,
one of the greatest leaders of the Christian faith.

When we sincerely seek God, he promises to
reveal himself to us, showing us where we have
been blind to the truth. At such moments of crisis,
we need to surrender to God. Then he can heal
our blindness and lead us to spiritual renewal.

Turn to 2 Corinthians 4.

ACTS 8:31 1099
© TRANSFORM YOURLIFE.
Sharing God's Message

Acts 8:26-40

When God begins to transform our lives, we
may become so excited that we want to rush
right out and tell everyone about the exciting
changes in our lives. God will lead us to people
with whom we can share this Good News. We
can make the most of these opportunities by
paying attention to God's leading and by com-
municating his message effectively.

God led the evangelist Philip to an influential
traveler who had gone to Jerusalem to worship
and was returning to his native land. When Philip
found him, the traveler was sitting in his chariot,
reading from the book of Isaiah.

The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot
and stay near it.” Then Philip ran up to the
chariot and heard the man reading lsaiah
the prophet. “Do you understand what
you are reading?” Philip asked. “How can
1,” he said, “unless someone explains it to
me?” So he invited Philip to come up and
sit with him ... Then Philip began with that
very passage of Scripture and told him the
good news about Jesus (Acts 8:29-31,35).

The way Philip communicated the Good News
is a model for us to follow. He allowed God to
Jead him to someone who was ready to receive
the Good News. Then Philip listened carefully to
the man's needs and interests and showed him
how Christ could fulfill them. The man gladly re-
ceived the message, was baptized immediately
and went home a changed man. Whether we are
zealous or shy, following this model can help us
communicate our message in a way that people
will receive and understand. In this way, God can
use us to transform their lives as well as our own.

Turn to Ephesians 2.

HEALING FOR WHOM?

Christians frequently asked God to heal their physical problems—and they should "
(see James 5:14-16). But in the days of the early church, healing often played an e
evangelistic role, getting the attention of unbelievers. : :

Text Person(s) Affliction Bellever?
MActs3:1-10  BeggaratBeautifulGate  Congenital paralysis oML
v T s e e
L e e

Ads867  Somatams  Demons,pamsisein. -
Acts9:17-18  Sauloffasus Bindness |
Acts9:32-35  Aeneas  penlysis
As93642  Doas  Unknown,butfatal |
Aos143 Peopleatlconium Vs
Ads14810  Manathstm  Pamlyss

Ais161618  Fornetslingsavegi  Demon possession

Afsig12  Peopleatiphesus  Varous,nouingdemons

Acts20:7-12  Eufychus e ,__,,_;Aumy&tm&am%_:.
| Acts28:3-6 Pal U onelete o 0
 Ms2878  Publlssfater  Fevertysentery
ns289  OfterMalesans Vews

; B ,.,u,:?ns?wcmml%gm@

Phil. 2:25-30  Epaphroitus
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Mrs. Abner Bartlett was born the year after the signing of

the Declaration of Independence. Eighty-seven years later,
President Lincoln was struggling with the Civil War, domestic
crises, and depression due to the death of his son. History
records that Mrs. Bartlett knitted Lincoln a simple pair of
socks, which he found to be very comfortable. His letter of
gratitude to her reflects the affection he felt for her support,
but the word affection is never used.

A pair of socks, coffee for your spouse in her favorite cup,
the tender touch of a hand upon a hand, and eye contact
that communicates encyclopedias of emotion are all part of
the nonverbal language of love.

Words are effective also. God said of Israel that he would
allure her and speak tenderly to her. The Song of Songs not
only uses words but with those words draws pictures to stir
the emotions. The Song implies the use of musical meta-
phors as well as poetic allusions.

Any group of two or more will have a vocabulary that is
peculiar to their personalities and circumstances. Listen to-

people in any professional group, and they will use language
that only they understand. :

So it is with a married couple. Early in the marriage,
spouses have to learn the love language of the other per-
son. A word of affection to one may not sound like a word
of affection to the other. Each partner needs to learn what
the physical gestures of the other mean. Eventually, they will
create a new language that only they understand.

This process is so powerful, SO personal.

Couples that stay together successfully learn to speak
and act out their mutual love language every day. Have you
expressed your love to your spouse today in that special lan-
guage that only the two of you share?

communication
=

Stormy Weather |

Lois fumed as she loaded the dishwasher. Daryl had let his

grown son from his first marriage move in with them without
Today's Thought even consulting her.
based on Acts 2:6-12 ¢
4 ¥ Jeff was a good kid. She'd practically raised the boy after -

s\rne\oi 5 'she married Daryl. Lois didn’t begrudge the financial sacrifice

spouse’s emotional | it took to get Jeff through college. But she felt she'd done
love tank is full and ' her part. Taking in Daryl's adult son had doubled her chores,

he feels secure in your Wrecked her grocery budget, and put a strain on her marriage.
love, the whole world “Hey, Lois” Jeff sauntered into the kitchen and opened
looks bright, and your the fridge. “Have you seen Dad?”
spouse will . . . reach Lois tried not to snap. “Your father is watching TV
his highest p otential | Jeff ﬂ.oox a big drink straight from the milk jug. “The guys
in life.” ~are mm,a:m together, and | need a few bucks”
Gary Clapmaan : ,_.o_m watched her husband dole out cash like an ATM.
S F%%mwm The minute Jeff left the house, she pounced on Daryl. “How
. “much longer are we going to support your no-good son?”

' She hated how harsh those words sounded, but she wanted
“to make her point. : ‘

“Just until he gets on his feet”

“Well, he obviously means more to you than | do.’

Daryl looked surprised. “That's not true.”

“| don’t see you shelling out cash so | can go out on the
‘town. You treat me as if I'm a stepchild.” , ,

Daryl clicked off the TV. “Lois, I'm sorry” He got up and
‘took her hand. “I appreciate everything you've done for my
“boy. You've loved him as your own. Forgive me for not telling
“you how much that means to me”’ '
 Exiremely difficult issues arise in all marriages. Sincere
Pray Together: appreciation and praise may not be the first response that
Teach us, Creator, your words  COMeS to our minds but it is with these words that we com-
and deeds of love for one ' municate to our spouse the gravity of our love and devotion to
another. her or him. Words alone may not be the only thing necessary
to ease troubling issues, of course, but they can be highly ef-
fective tools in nurturing our marriage through stormyv weather

Read Together:
He Reads: Proverbs 27:19
She Reads: Proverbs 18:2

For more on this topic, tum to page 1243,
For the next reading, tum to page 1207.

\ )))))) e AR

tough times

Today’s Thought -

based on Acts 23:11
“When a
marriage
relationship hits
a trouble spot, it
may be difficult to
find much to praise
Yet those are the
times we need
praise the most.”

" Dennis and

Barbara Rainy,
The New Building Your Mate’s
,mmz.m&mes

.Read Together:

He Reads: Psalm 106:1
She Reads: Proverbs 27:2

Pray Together:
Thank you for sticking with
us through the storms of i

- God. May we be as faithful

our pariner as you are to u

For more onthis topic, tum to page 127
Far the naxt reading tum ta nada 1920



AN INTRODUCTION T O

AcTs

his book describes the spread of Christianity after

Jesus returned to heaven. It tells how Peter became
the leader of a large church in Jerusalem. The Christians
in Jerusalem suffered much persecution. One persecutor
was named Saul. Saul became a Christian and later
changed his name to Paul. Most of Acts tells about
Paul’s missionary journeys to cities all over the
Roman Empire. Like a great adventure story,
Acts is filled with heroic deeds, great dangers,
and thrilling events. But the real focus of V

~ the story is the message of salvation
through Jesus Christ!

. Headlines
Jesus HEADS HoMme
bﬁm SE ﬂmmm 1486

SAuL uma ™ _._o..:
?..39 page Eww.,,.

— peTER GETs HEAVENLY :m_.v

: Acts umw page u.moo

~Paut Is MyThH-TAKEN
Acts 14:8-18, page 1506

Frstus NEEDS TO GET AGRIPPA
Acts 25, page 1623

_A PRisoN PREACHER
Acts 2B:17-31, page 1529

WHY DID PETER
LOSE HIS APPETITE?

$EE ACTS 10:9-48. Q

1485

N

ew Age
Not So New

Have you ever seen one of those
TV ads asking you to call a psychic
for advice? Or have you ever met
someone who says that they were
someone else in a “previous life”?
{or maybe you know someone who
thinks crystals give power or that
people who died can speak through
living people and give advice.

Even though things like this are
called “New Age” or “occult,”
they're not new. When the apostle
Paul went to Ephesus almost 2,000
years ago, he knew people who were
doing the same things!

But New Age practices can’t really
solve problems. Only God can help.
When Paul told the people of Ephe-
sus about Jesus, many became Chris-
tians. Acts 19:19 tells us that some
of those people took their hooks on
the occult worth 50,000 silver coins
and burned them! They gave up their
New Age practices when they be-
lievedin Jesus, because they realized
their practices couldn't help them.
Jesus provides all the help and guid-
ance anyone needs.

e

It wasn’t easy being a Bnmmammé for uamcm in w&_m cBmm. mmnm are some things

R i S AP

* Beatings. wmarmnm m:,_mm were ,mménm_w beai
See >n._m 16: Hm » —

way to Caesarea but um«mm moﬁ the chance. See >na 23: E.wm
(For other dangers that Paul experienced, see 2 Corinthians 11:24-28),




1> The book of Acts begins primarily with the
ministry of Peter as the church is established in
and near Jerusalem. Then the focus shifts to the
missionary journeys centered mostly around Paul
and his companions.

MISSION MINDED
This book does not have a
definitive ending, as its
works and mission are
still proceeding forward to

[le 14

2" CRYPTIC PHRASES
1. Feeling guilty about betraying Jesus,
Judas tried to return the reward money to
the chief priests. They didn't want the blood
money, so he used it to buy a property
where he hung himself. Because of this, the
field was called Akeldama. What does that

0y
?" CRYPIC PHRASES
7. What was the Synagogue of the Freed-
men?
A. The church of Christians of Antioch
B. A place for Jews of Cyrene, Alexandia,
Cilicia and Asia
C. A common place for Saul to grab people

this day. mean? of the Way
i A. Sinner's land D. A church in Athens for worshipers of the
. B. Traitor’s place god Greca

C. Field of Blood
D. Hill of Guilt @ TIME TRAVELER
@ HOT SEAT 8. You are before the Sanhedrin, and you

give an account of the beginning of Israel |
2.1 was the runner-up for the replacement from Abraham to Moses to Solomon. Who

In the Word
Numerous occasions are recorded where people became followers of
Jesus. On the day of Pentecost, about 3,000 people repented and were

U poob ay [ :SNOSSIT I411

baptized (2:41), ) of Judas in the Twelve. Which of the are you?
= ﬁ, ¥ H » following is not one of my names?
g @ @ Q ‘%{ m.mm maﬁ g w 3 w WM-WMM&% W“ WHO n_cczdu_._d i *
i i = . 9. Who tried to buy the power of the Holy
= 28 The life of Jesus on earth, 5 e Spt o th apostes mar wosten
i . " . ~h rebuked by Peter because he thought he i
Ww | SRAPIERS which began in the Gos- & O nmemaveier could do so? ”
— < 3. You are sitting by a gate called Beautiful h
% ! m 9 @ @ .N Um_m was 0oaﬂ_mﬁma in 2 begging for money because you can't work. Why? O WHO SAID IT? w
. ; VERSES ! 4 10. “I will give you the holy and sure ”
= % i Q O WHO SAID IT? blessings promised to David.” Whom does
3 oo | Mw W .m @ @ Acts 1 when Jesus o | 4. "Leave these men alone! Let them gol Paul quote here?
S - ; o o g 5 For if their purpose or activity is of human
N WORDS  ascended into heaven. 2 orgin, it will all ‘s_,z_zssm swscaLw
o : = e 11. Who went to Achaia to preach the gospel
o sl ‘W CRYPTIC ._v___xbmmm and won a debate with _On%._mim m_uocm» .
2 = 5. What was Nicanor? . whether or not Jesus was the Messiah
= : o A. A term of contempt used against the prophesied in the Scriptures?
“ S people of the Way
= ; )
5 & B. ﬁw Mﬂﬂm of a believer chosen to feed @ TIMETRAVELER
= ) i B | C. A god of Ephesus ._N.:<o: msmn_ﬂn >_=mamm _M< calling ":3 a
- HEoes i fi e i D. An island iected “whitewashed wall.” You didnt realize,
: But you will receive power when the Hely Spirit comes n island that rejected the gospel thovgh Ao e 1 s, s
~z , a i Foh you didn’t intentionally break the law from
2 I and you will he my witnesses in Jerusalem, and %_ wosar i thotams ot o 4 eobse mbga e
, " . That was weird,
=8 i alf Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” mgcnsmﬁ_w%_nium e m mmmmv | P Rop e |
i Isaiah and telling him how it had been B. P m
(Acis 1:8). This verse was brought to reality Hhrough fulfilled through Jesus. Suddenly, BOOM! | C Batnabes

D. Caesar

found myself no longer waist deep in water
but in a city called Azotus. It was so
puzzling! Who am 1?

the hook of Acts, as the believers first ministersd in
- Jerusalem, then in Samaria and Judea, then on
missionary journeys inte oufer paris of the world,

SSONS: Se
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