WHAT'S THIS BOOK ABOUT? Paul, the experienced missionary, counsels
a young pastor on how to lead the church.

WHO WROTE IT? The apostie Paul.
- WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? Around a.p. 63.

- WHERE DOES THIS BOOK FIT? Paul wrote 1 Timothy
from Macedonia, most likely after his first
imprisonment in Rome.,

THE BREAKDOWN
- Chapter 1: The importance of sound teaching
- Chapter 2: Prayer and public worship
Chapter 3: Choosing church leaders
Chapter 4: Confronting false teachers
Chapter 5: Relating to various groups in the church
+ Chapter 6: Straight talk about money

- KEY CORCEPTS
Teaching
Prayer
Elders and deacons
- Servants of Christ
- Guard
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WORTH MEMORIZING

° &5 There is one God and one Mediator
who can reconcile God and humanity—
the man Christ Jesus.

o £:8 Physical training is good, but
training for godliness is much better,
promising benefits in this life and in the
life to come.

= 4212 Don’t let anyone think less of you
begause you are young. Be an example
to all beliavers in what you say, in the
way you live, in your love, your faith, and
your purity.

¢ §:6-1@ True godliness with contentment
Is itself great wealth, After all, we brought
nothing with us when we came into the
world, and we can't take anything with us
when we leave it. So if we have enough
food and clothing, et us be content,

But people who long to be rich fall
into temptation and are trapped by
many foolish and harmful desires that
plunge them into ruin and destruction.
For the fove of money is the root of all
kinds of evil. And some people, craving
money, have wandered from the true
faith and pierced themselves with
many sorrows, -

THE MASCULINE PERSPECTIVE

* SERVICE. Paul's criteria for elders (3:1-7)
‘would make an Interesting checklist
for any man. Notice the emphasis on
character, reputation, and telationships. -

 God wants us to lead by gssus and
service instead of by :B_%m %m.mm or
trying to 835_ nm%_m , S

BACKGROUND

INTRODUCTION

1 TIMOTHY

.ﬁ the author of the Pastoral Epis- |

the apostle Paul is recognized as

fles—1 Timothy, 2 Timothy, and Titus.
Timothy and Titus exercised pastoral
oversight over their respective church-
es. The events referred to in the Pastoral
Epistles take place after those recount-
ed in the book of Acts. Paul mentions
Timothy in his letters more than anyone
else. It seems Timothy became a believ- |
er under the ministry of Paul at the fown !
of Lystra in modemn-day Turkey (Acts
16:1-3) during his second missionary !
journey. Paul refers to Timothy as his son
in several epistles (1 Cor 4:17; 1 Tm 1:2;
2Tm 1:2), Timothy was ordained to min-
istry (1 Tm 4:14; 2 Tm 1:6) and served
as Paul's assistant in several cities, in-
cluding during his house arrest in Rome. !

MESSAGE
This first of two episties to Timothy

OUTLINE

L Instructions for Leadership

A, Greetings
B. Warnings about false teachers
C. Worship instructions
D. Standards for leaders

It Advice about Ministry
A. More warnings about false teachers
B. Helping various groups in the church
C. Living a godly life

[il. Final Instructions

reads as a checklist of advice from a
mature and wise apostle to a youn-
ger disciple. Paul instructs his charge
0 be waichful of false teachers and
those only seeking after profit. He re~
minds Timothy not to let his youth get
in the way of his mission, and to con-
duct himself as a bearer of the gospel’s
truth. Timothy, ministering in Ephesus,
has several challenges fo deal with: ex-
posing faise doctrines, setting param-

eters for public worship, and recruiting -

good leaders. In all things, Paul reminds

" Timothy to put God's viriues first: righ-

teousness, godliness, faith, love, perse-
verance, and gentleness.

TIME

After Paul was released from his prison
in Rome (Acts 28:30), he likely wrote
1 Timothy at Philippi in Macedonia in
A.D. 62 or 63 while Timothy ministered
in Ephesus.

112
1:3-20
2:1-15
3:1-16

4:1-16.

5:1-8:5
6:6-10
6:11-21

1 Timothy portrays believers as members of a |

single family, and discusses Houwaozmrm? within

the church, Units: Cha

rge to Timothy, 1; Be- |

havior in the church, 2 - 3:15; OEmaruou for |
leadership, 3:18 - 6:2; False teachers, 6:3-18,
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- 1 Timothy -

&= ost QEQEEW we buy comes with an owner’s

Bmﬁ:& but if you're like me, looking at those instructions is a

, last resort. We put it off as long as vom,ﬁzm

<<m= Em book of 1 Timothy is an instruction manual for 9@

local church. We should read it often and heed it diligently.

It’s the first of three Pastoral Epistles, as we call them, written |

between A.D. 62 and 67; and it’s addressed to Timothy, a young
man we first meet in Acts 16, when he decided to join Paul in his
travels, The two become close, and Paul called him, “My true
son in the faith” (1 Timothy 1:2). -

Years later Timothy was placed in charge of the work in the city |

of Ephesus. That’s when Paul wrote this letter, telling him how
to manage certain problems he faced in the ministry—how
to confront false teachers, how to order the church’s worship,

how to select leaders, and _‘52 to nosmsnn himself in difficult

situations. - ,
The apostle tells us to stand up for nﬁ truth in public and

to.guard our own souls in private. He stressed the themes of

doctrinal purity, SOSEP mo&_bmmm leadership, pastoral care,
msm 85825@5

Church work isn'’t for the faint of heart, and the ministry can
often be discouraging. But it always helps to read the manual.
In 1 Timothy, the Lord tells us how to conduct ourselves in His

house, which is the Church cm the living Oom the pillar and

mos_agmsos of the Q.Er

KEY THOUGHT:

God’s Church should be led with excellence by
leaders who possess wisdom and integrity.

ROZE AN,

KEY VERSE:

“Fight the good fight of faith, lay | hold on eternal E.n, to
which you were also called and have confessed the moom
confession in the presence of many witnesses.”

1 Timothy 6:12

= ®

QAONO |
| KEY ACTION: |
We must nommcnﬁ ourselves wisely in the house of God, |

“which is the church of the living God, the pillar and
ground of the truth” (see 1 Timothy 4:15). |

®
OO m
"KEY PRAYER: |

Heavenly Father, I pray for the leaders of my nation and
for all in authority over me, that we may lead quiet and
peaceable lives in all godliness and reverence.




 Pauls E&mﬁm for a new generation of church leaders. Timothy had often

 AUTHOR: _Sm apostle Paul ,Nzu
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DETAILS, PLEASE b Sl e
The first of three mmﬁon& %_mmmm 1 Timothy contains the aging apostle

worked m_osmm:_m Paul, but was now pastoring in Ephesus (1: 3). Paul warned

'him against legalism and false Swngﬁm (chapter 1), listed the qualifications
for pastors and deacons (chapter 3), and described the behavior of a “good
Bﬁaﬁmn of Hmasm Christ” @ 6 55 in the mm& as.nm n&mvﬁﬁm L
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE 245

CLOSER LOOK

>

TiMoTHY—PAUL’S HELPER

About AD 50, Paul and Silas were traveling through Galatia (in southeast
Turkey), and when they came to the city of Lystra, they met a young man
named Timothy (timo-theos—“honoring God”). Timothy’s grandmother
was a believing Jewess named Lois,
and her daughter, Eunice, had mar-
ried a Greek (2 Timothy 1:5). Thus,
although he was Jewish, Timothy had
never been circumcised.

Timothy became a Christian and
was well respected by the believers. He
was naturally shy, but was very pleas-
ant and faithful, so Paul decided to
take him on his missionary journeys
Rembrandt (1606-1669) painted a young Timothy at the foot of his a5 g ﬁmnmoapm_ aide. Because 53& be
grandmather in the painting fimathy and His Grandmother X .,

often preaching to Jews, Paul circum-
cised Timothy (Acts 16:1-3). Paul and the elders of the church laid hands
on Timothy, bestowing a spiritual gift on him (1 Timothy 4:14; 2 Timothy
1:6). Paul became like a father to Timothy and called him “a true son in the
faith” (1 Timothy 1:2 NKJV).

Paul still referred to him as a “youth” fifteen years later (1 Timothy 4:12
NKjv). Timothy persevered, despite his shyness and frequent stomach
problems (1 Timothy 5:23), so that Paul said with great admiration,
“Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has
served with me in the work of the gospel” (Philippians 2:22 N1v). Paul
frequently sent Timothy to churches to check up on them and to encourage
and strengthen them. For most of his life, Timothy was not a leader, but
a faithful follower. However, Paul later made him the overseer of all the
churches of Ephesus (1 Timothy 1:3).

READ 1 TIMOTHY 2-3.

® Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 247. =
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: c ~:z TRE h»ﬁc :r
DOCTRINES AND HERESIES

Paul warned Timothy that “the time will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but. . .shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching
ears” (2 Timothy 4:3 kyv). Even some believers would end up following
“doctrines of demons” For this reason, Paul urged Timothy to be “constantly
nourished on the words of the faith and of the sound doctrine which you
have been following” (1 Timothy 4:1, 6 NASB), While it’s important not to
be stuck only on the basic milk of the Word, but to progress to a mature
understanding of Christian doctrine (Hebrews 5:12-14), we should “not be
carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be
strengthened by grace” (Hebrews 13:9 NIV).

READ 1 TEMOTHY 4 AND HEBREWS 13.

COMMANDS TO THE RICH

Paul wrote, “Command those who are rich in
this present world not to be arrogant nor to
put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain,
but to put their hope in God. . .. Command
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and

’ to be generous and willing to share” (1 Timo-
Chrisand the Rich Young Ruer was painted by Helnrich E.&‘. 6:17-18 NI <V. Onew ay that rich ﬁmomu_m can

Hofrwann (1824~ 1971, Chiistians are commanded to ) .
feekygive ouriches to peaplen necd. prove that they “hope in God” is to be gener-

ous with money—sharing with the needy and giving to worthy causes. They
should do this even when they long to hold on to it with a tighter fist. They
can do this only if they're trusting God most of all. A related verse says, “If
riches increase, set not your heart upon them” (Psalm 62:10 KIV).

o

READ 1 TIMOTHY 5-6.

THE FIRST ERISTLE OF PAUL THE AROSTLE TO

TIMOTHY

PAUL, THE AGED AND EXPERIENCED apostle, writes nm the young pastor
Timothy who is facing a heavy burden of responsibility in the church at
Ephesus. The task is challenging: false doctrine must be erased, public worship

safeguarded, and mature leadership developed. In addition to the conduct of
the church, Paul talks pointedly about the conduct of the minister. Timothy .
must be on his guard lest his youthfulness become a liability, rather than an
asset, to the gospel. He must be careful to avoid false teachers and greedy
motives, pursuing instead righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance,
and the gentleness that befits a man of God. ;

The Greek title for this letter is Pros Timotheon A, the “First to Timothy.”

Timothy means “honoring God” or “honored by God,” and probably was given:

to him by his mother Eunice.

WATCH WORDS

= be sound (be healthy or correct in doctrine)—1:10
= intercession (the act of petitioning God or praying on behalf of another

person or group)—2:1

= eldership (the body of m_am._‘m or the ruling council of a church)—4:14
= master (absolute ruler or lord)—6:1 (also 6:2)

2:1 intercession

(Gr. enteuxis) (1 Tim: 4:5) G1783: Intercession is

the act of petitioning God or praying on behalf
of another person or group. The sinful nature of
this world separates human beings from God. It
has always been necessary, therefore, for righ-
‘teous individuals to go before God to seek rec-
onciliation between Him and His fallen creation.
The sacrifices and prayers of Old Testament
priests (Ex. 29:42; 30:7) were acts of intercession
that point forward to the work of Christ, Christ
is, of course, the greatest intercessor. He prayed
on behalf of Peter (Luke 22:32) and His disciples

. (John 17). Then in the most selfless intercession
of all, He petitioned God on behalf of those who

crucified Him (Luke 23:34). In heaven He inter-
cedes for His church (Heb. 7:25). Finally, because
of their unique relationship to.God through

Christ, Christians are urged to intercede for all

people (1 Tim. 2:1).

1:6 idle talk .

(Gr. mataiologia) G3150: From mataios (G3152),
“devoid of force; useless” and logos (G3056),
“word” This word means “an idle talker, one

who utters empty, senseless things.” It is only

used here in Scripture. Senseless babble and
empty prattle characterize false teachers. They
talk more for the purpose of hearing themselves
talk than to edify those who listen.

2:3 Savior » see Titus 2:10,

_ 2:5 Mediator » see Heb. 12:24.

2.6 ransom

. (Gr. antilutron) G0487: Used only here, the word

ransom in Greek is antilutron made up of anti

(signifying substitution) and lutron (the word
used for the ransom of a slave or prisoner). The -

antilutron is a payment given instead of a slave

or prisoner—that is, in substitution for him. The

person holding the slave accepts the payment as
a substitute. According to Galatians 3:13, Christ

.redeemed us from the curse of the law. The law .
held us captive in its condemnation, and no one

but Christ could pay the price to release us from
this bondage.




oY
ouo.
co®
ose
a0

1

letters, these three reminders were written to those in charge of large, important

.Wﬂ irst Timothy, Second Timothy, and Titus were letters to pastors. Different from other

churches and not to the churchgoers themselves. But there's still plenty included to
i n:m__m_sm believers.

Paul had mentored Timothy and Titus. Timothy had traveled with
Paul and learned from him. Paul needed a leader to go to the
church in Ephesus where trouble was brewing—and he sent
Timothy. Problems were also cropping up in Crete, and he sent
Titus there. The point is, Paul knew he wouldn’t be around
forever and he needed to invest in younger men who could
continue the work of spreading the gospel and strengthening
the churches, These young men proved to be worthy students.

Paul gave Timothy advice about running a church. The young
man must have faith and a good conscience (1Tm 1:19). Paul
wisely advised the pastor to make “petitions, prayers,
intercessions, and thanksgivings . . . for everyone, for
kings and all those who are in authority, so that we
may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness and
 dignity. This is good, and it pleases God our Savior,
who wants everyone to be saved and to come to
the knowledge of the truth” (1Tm 2:1-4). Paul gave
instructions on how to choose church leaders (1Tm
3), warnings about the prevalence and insidiousness
of false teaching (1Tm 4, 6), and basic instructions
 for dealing with the varied needs within the church itself

(1Tm 5),

Ultimately, Paul’s words come down to this: pray for others and
live a fife that leads them to Jesus. Timothy apparently felt young and
: m§ up to the task, but Paul encouraged him: “Let no one despise your
youth; instead, you should be an example to the believers in speech, in
condut, in love, in faith, in purity” (1Tm 4:12).

You may be young, but you can still be an example
to others. ‘

The book of 2 Timothy, written later after Paul had been imprisoned in Rome for the last E:a.
provides further details to the young minister about how to live an honorable life. Paul knew wm
was soon going to die, and so instructed his young protégé to “Be difigent to present yourself
approved fo God, a worker who doesn’t need to be ashamed, correctly am%su thewordof “

truth. But avoid irreverent, empty speech, for this will produce an even greater measure of
godlessness” (2Tm 2:15- -16).

Finally, to Titus ministering on the island of Crete, Paul wrote to encourage Titus in ..amai__u
the churches on the island. He gave him standards for choosing leaders (Ti 1) and how to uzm

sound teaching (Ti 2). The believers on Crete needed to also watch out for false am%_.a and
remember the foundations of their faith (1 3).

Paul 8:3 have been writing about our time when he said, ..232: aamm will noam inthe Eﬁ
days. For people will be fovers of self, lovers of money . . . holding to the form of godliness but
%%:a its power” (2Tim 3:1-2, 5). It seems that Paul understood that false teaching would
plague the church for as long as it would exist. And indeed, there’s no .mow

of it in our day. We would do well to follow Paul’s advice: “continue in ﬁﬁm
you have learned and firmly befieved” (2Tm 3: 5

Author: Paul (Saul of Tarsus)

Date: Written around A.D. 60-64 from either Rome or Macedonia

What in the so_,_n is going on?
A.D. 26-30 Years of Jesus' 5555

AD.33 Saul of Tarsus converts and is later known as Paul
AD.47-48  Paul and Barnabas visit Galatia a_._z:@ their first
, missionary journey

CaAD.49-52  Paul has a vision of a man from Macedonia and sm_a
o ~ there for the first time during his second missionary
, journey; Timothy travels with Paul and Silas
AD. 57 Paul writes the letter to the moam_._m from 9%5 onhis
; third missionary journey ,
caAD.57-59 Paul is imprisoned in Caesarea
caAD. 60-64 Paul is free from Roman prison aa writes _mama a
- ; Timothy and Titus
AD.61 Suetonius Paulinus, the governor appointed S mcsm
Invades the island of Anglesey 5 a campaign »%sa
the Druids
caAD. 62 Roman author Pliny the <o==nm,. is 33

caAD.62  According to historian Josephus, the Sanhedrin ord
, - James t%% g__éasma to aw ms:a o %mg




1 TIMOTHY

A. ACALLTOSOUND DOCTRINE
(11-20)
© B. ACALLTOORDER AMONG THE
. BELIEVERS (21 —416)
C. A CALLTO PROPER RELATIONSHIPS
(51 —6:2)

D. ACALLTOSPIRITUAL DISCERNMENT
{6:3-21)

THE BIG PICTURE

Paul and Timothy enjoyed a special relationship. Timothy
probably came to faith in Christ as a result of Hu.wE.m
ministry. He quickly joined the apostle’s traveling team
(see Acts 16:1-4). The two became as close as a mm&mn

and son as they traveled and ministered together. Timothy
matured in his faith, and Paul sent him to lead the church
in Ephesus. As a young minister, Timothy faced many
challenges. Paul wrote this letter to counsel and encourage
his young protégé. )

Although this letter is personal in nature, Paul included
in it a wealth of advice about dealing with problems in a:.m
church. He also painted a clear picture of the characteristics
of a strong Christian church. Every church, for example,
should have sound spiritual teaching, faithful éonEF
strong leadership, dedication to God'’s Word and caring
ministries. These characteristics make church communities
places of redemption and healing.

Spiritual renewal is a long-term process. In our search
for fulfillment we need a safe, nurturing environment that
allows us to surrender bad habits and build new lives. A
friend or accountability group is limited in this respect. We
need to find a more permanent context for long-term care
and mutual accountability.

The ideal context for mutual accountability is a healthy

i

church community. A healthy church can provide a context |

for loving accountability, like the ideal church ammnaucma
in this letter. A good church is a hospital for the hurting, a
place where our old wounds can heal and our lives can be
rebuilt and encouraged. God’s Word is taught and upheld
in a healthy church as the standard of conduct for all, and
God’s grace is employed to protect all from shame. We all
need a healthy church family to help us in the long-term
process of spiritual growth.

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL THEMES

THE TRUTH BRINGS HEALING AND SPIRITUAL RENEWAL

Paul urged Timothy to preserve the Christian faith and to
speak only the truth. Timothy opposed false teachers who
were trying to undermine his work. The only weapons

message of God’s healing power through belief in Christ by
speaking the truth about God’s power and by backing up
our words with transformed lives.

THE IMPORTANCE OF DISCIPLINE

Paul urged Timothy to discipline himself. Self-discipline
does not negate our need for God’s power, nor does God’s
gracious help negate our need for self-discipline. Both

are necessary. We must reflect honestly on our lives,
confessing the wrongs we uncover, accepting responsibility
and trusting God to redeem our lives and redirect our
course. We can preserve our spiritual gains through prayer,
meditation on God’s Word and ongoing accountability to
others who practice these keys to spiritual renewal too.
These disciplines will encourage our spiritual growth and
keep us on track.

GOD WORKS THROUGH PEOPLE

An important part of spiritual renewal involves our
relationships with other people. Paul instructed Timothy
about his relationships with the people in his church. Paul’s
advice relates to our relationships as well, especially as we
carry the message of hope to others. Caring for each other
will demonstrate God’s power at work within us and will
remind us of how far God has brought us in our quest for
spiritual renewal.

TAKING INVENTORY LEADS TO WISE CONDUCT

Spiritual renewal always takes place in the context of
relationships. Seeing the truth about our lives in the
spiritual renewal process leads us to improve the way we
relate to others. We may not be in positions of leadership,
but we are examples to our co-workers, friends and family.
When we honestly reflect on our spiritual condition on

a regular basis, everyone wins: We grow and others are
encouraged.

Essential Facts

PURPOSE: 3
To encourage Timothy, a young pastor, |
during some difficult circumstances.

AUTHOR:
The apostle Paul.

AUDIENCE:
Timothy, a young pastor,

DATE WRITTEN:
Around AD 64, just hefore Paul wa
imprisoned in Rome.

SETTING:

Timothy was one of Paul's closest
friends. Paul had sent him to help the
church at Ephesus and was now wiriting

 'to offer Timothy practical advice on

handling some difficult problemsin the
church. : ,

KEY VERSES: :
“Fight the battle well, holding on to faith
and a good conscience, which some have

rejected and so have suffered shipwreck

with regard to the faith” (1:18~ 19).

KEY PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS:
Paul with Timothy. v

4:18-20 Paul commanded Timothy to fight God's battles well. In one sense this continued his earlier
thoughts about upholding God's truth against false teachers. Yet the real battle is not just in the realm
of sound teaching; it includes acting in obedience to God and in keeping with his plan for our lives. Paul
told Timothy to cling to his faith and to keep his conscience clear. He was to live in ways that showed
God’s power. Our beliefs are important, but we must go beyond just thinking the right things to doing the

right things.

2:1-2 Here Paul shows why prayer is essential for establishing a peaceful context for spiritual growth.
Through prayer, both public and private, order and peace are promoted and strengthened. Prayer involves
thanksgiving for God's blessings and intercession for others. It is one of the assets we may overlook.
We can easily become so focused on our own activities that we forget to turn to God for help. Prayer is

a primary means for seeing the truth and developing our relationship with God.

Timothy possessed were the truth about Christ and his own
godly lifestyle, which supported everything he S:m.E. Paul
realized that only the truth about God in Jesus Christ could
bring healing and spiritual renewal to broken people. He
wanted Timothy to be convinced of that as well. Only Jesus
Christ can offer us the freedom we seek, We can share this

2:23-5 God wants everyone to be saved! That is encouraging news! No matter how bad we have been or
how good, no matter how badly others have treated us or how badly we have treated others, God wants
everyone to come to him. All of us are separated from God by sin until we surrender our lives to Christ,
the one who bridges the gulf between people and God. This is the beginning of true spiritual renewal for
everyone who longs to come to God. There may be many ways that promise to bring spiritual renewal,
but there is no other bridge that spans the gulf caused by sin.



At timothy

- Book INTRODUGTION

.>mma being freed from house arrest in Rome, Paul wrote his |
: final three letters—his Pastoral Epistles—in a vwmwwm Mwm |
ﬁwoﬁﬂﬂmw% d.mgmmw AD 62 and 67. He likely wrote 1 Timothy and |
Titus in Macedonia, possibly Philippi (1:3); and he penned 2 Timo- |
thy, his last letter, from a prison in Rome (2 Tim. 4:6-8). It is fitting
that Paul's final letters were written to young pastors who would
ﬁmn% the m_wmbmu of faith long after his death. , _
ne of Paul's final instructions to Timothy was to find fai |
men and entrust to them what had been Mﬁﬂsmﬁma mwaqmwwwwww
(2 Tim. 2:2). Paul had spent years doing exactly that with Timothy and |
others—but especially with Timothy. Paul calls Timothy his “true son |
in Fm faith". .ﬁ"mr no doubt because Paul had led Timothy to Christ |
..E.ﬁm conversion m_h_.om» certainly happened on Paul’s first Eﬁﬂonw@ M
journey into Asia Minor. One of the cities Paul and Barnabas visited |
was Eanmm where “a great multitude both of the Jews and of the |
Greeks believed,” one of whom must have been Timothy (Acts 14:1)
. gmw%mﬁ ma.a Silas returned to Lystra on the second Bmm&ouwww |
journey, “a certain disciple was there, named Timothy” (Acts 16:1).
Because .H.ubméé was already a Christian, we can deduce that he had |
become a .Umrme.mw in Christ during Paul's previous preaching visit. In |
the short time since Paul's first visit to Lystra, Timothy had earned Fm |
respect and no.bmambnm of the other Christians in the area (Acts 16:2) |
3.& S@EQ ultimately become Paul's constant noBﬁmEob.#mﬁE.ﬁ :
with him throughout Asia, Macedonia, and Greece. He was also in \
Rome for part or all of the apostle’s two-year house arrest—and is
Wm%%m-wm one omﬂgwm senders in the letters Paul wrote from Rome to |
ppians, Colossians, and Phile : inthi |
msmbp ani2 Thessalonis, | mon (as well as 2 0,8.5555 m
1 a ceremony that serves as the basis for modern-day ordinati A.
of ministers of the gospel, Paul and an “eldership” 68%@ omu oﬂﬂmmm |
mEm.Hm. orleaders) had laid hands on Timothy to set him apartfor God's |
service (1:18; 4:14). It must have been to a position of leadership, |
_omnmcmm Paul uses that ordination as a basis for sﬁa&m his Hmnmu. “
to ﬁ.BoEu\..me%io#mm@m?:mcc&,Em church in Ephesus. And |
H._b Em second mm.ﬁmw to the young pastor, Paul exhorts Timothy to |
stir up the [spiritual] gift of God" that he received at his ordination |
(2 Tim. 1:6). |
Though not an apostle called by Christ, Timothy was. th |
best thing: a devoted, gifted, Spirit-filled, wvomaomnmzw trained Moﬂwum W

leader who was prepared to devote his life to the cause of Christ (Heb. 13:23). And
now, Timothy was Paul's choice to oversee a troubled church. _
|

WAt IT SAYS: Guard the Faith; Guard Your Heart . ﬁ
When he wrote this first letter to Timothy, it had been as much as eight years since |
Paul had ministered for any length of time in Ephesus, the base of his outreach in Asia *
Minor (Acts 19:1—20:1). Even though the church had been taught and established |
well, problems had arisen, mostly because certain false teachers had infiltrated the |
fellowship of believers,

Paul had undoubtedly done what he could to set things right in his last visit |
there before moving on to Macedonia (1:3). He also tried to help the situation intwo |
additional ways: First, he left his most trusted protégé, Timothy, in Ephesus to oversee |
the necessary corrections in the church. And second, once he arrived in Macedonia, |
Paul wrote Timothy a detailed letter of encouragement and instruction so Timothy |
would have the wisdom of an experienced leader when he addressed the various
problems the church faced. . “

In his letter, Paul tells Timothy how to confront false teachers, how to order the
church's worship, how to select church leaders, and how to conduct himself as a |
young leader in a difficult situation. Speaking as a father to a son, the apostle urges
Timothy not only to stand up for the truth in public but also to guard his own soul |
from the errors all around him (6:20, 21). _

WHAT It MEANS: Bringing Back Truth, Order, and Peace
Though Paul never calls Timothy a pastor in this letter, the apostle did appoint Timothy
to a pastoral role, overseeing the church in Ephesus, with a focus on its needs:

e Doctrinal Purity: The first issue Paul raises in the letter to Timothy is the problem
of false teachers and their heretical doctrines. Timothy is to “charge” (command)
them to stop! Instead of edifying the church, false teachers create disputes within |
it; instead of unity, they produce division (1:3-11). , ,,

° Worship: There was discord and disorder in the worship services in Ephesus, |
probably caused by the false teachers. Paul reminds Timothy of the necessity of |
prayer and the roles of men and women in the meetings of the church (2:1-15). |

o Godliness: Only in the three Pastoral Epistles does Paul use the terms " godly” and |
“godliness” —eight times alone in 1 Timothy and once each in 2 Timothy (3:5) and
Titus (1:1). With these words, Paul implies that a Spirit-ordered church will reflect
the God it professes to worship, something apparently not true of the church in
Ephesus (2:2; 3:16; 4:7, 8; 6:3, 5, 6, 11).

o Church Leaders: At the end of Paul's apostolic ministry, he can provide Timothy
and Titus with standards that should apply to church leaders—elders, deacons, |
and deaconesses (3:1-13). The health of the church is measured by the quality of

- its leadership. :

o Pastoral Care: Paul gives lengthy instructions to Timothy on the care of widows in

" the church, how elders should be supported in their ministry, and how Christian
slaves and masters should respect one another (5:1—6:2).

e Contentment: Paul's instructions about contentment conclude with the principle
that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil" (6:3-10). Material possessions
are temporary and will not survive beyond this life. But contentment is a mark of

true godliness, which lasts for eternity (4:8).

dqmi. IT MEANS FOR You: Fight the Good Fight el
There are times when it is right to make a strategic retreat and to blend quietly into |
the background. But there are also times when the Lord calls us to step forward and

“wage the good warfare” (1:18).
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Paul knew that Timothy must not dodge this battle against false teachers in the
Ephesian church. Using strong, bold language—including plenty of terminology from
battle and physical fitness—Paul calls on his protégé to stand up for truth, oppose
error, set a visible example, and use his gifts in a positive way for Christ to set the
church back on the right course and defend the gospel. We cannot be sure whether
Timothy was a reluctant warrior or not. But the Lord does sometimes appoint the
normally quiet, peace-loving individual to speak wisdom into a confusing situation.

No matter what personality a person has, pastoral ministry is not for the faint
of heart. It is filled with perils and problems. Since churches are made of people,
ministry can be wearying and discouraging and even require painful decisions. But
of this we can be sure: when the Lord prompts us to speak or to take action, He
mightily uses those who step forward in faith.

Enn.ﬁwm Understanding the Mystery © 3:16

i

v # 2 i it is strange or
When Paul uses the term “mystery of godliness,” he does not refer to moamﬁs__._m. tha ! i
incomprehensible. Instead, the phrase refers to what God has now revealed .S His people.in Christ. In i
explaining the mystery, he outlines several key truths about Christ that possibly were part of a hymn or'
doxology used in the worship of the early church: o

o He was “manifested in the flesh,” Christ was both fully divine and fully human. As God incarnate,
. he was made of flesh, muscle, sinew, bone, organ, nerve, and blood. .
o He was “justified in the Spirit.” This refers to Christ's resurrection through the life-giving Spirit,
which was His vindication or justification (Rom. 1:4; Eph. 1:20, 21; 1 Pet. 3:18).
¥ # i i lic beings
¢ He was “seen by angels.” Angels, unlike God, do not know all things. Yet all the ange
" witnessed Jesus' resurrection and exaltation (Phil. 2:9, 10). For the fallen angels, this was a
proclarnation of judgment (Eph. 1:21; Col. 2:15).
o He was “preached among the Gentiles.” What was preached was the person of Christ—not just the
Sermon on the Mount, the Golden Rule, a creed, or a theological statement, ‘
He was “helieved on in the world.” Christ was preached not just to Jews or to nsom.m._: Palestine,
but to people from all nations. People from different cultures and from different nations all came to
believe (and continue to believe) in the one true gospel. This is illustrated in the Book of Acts.
o He was “received up in glory.” He ascended into heaven (Acts 1:9). ]
is “ i o iversal an

In his surmmary of this “mystery of godliness,” Paul progresses from the _omm_ to the un
from the earthly to the eternal. it is about God and His glory first, then humanity and our needs. This is
the mysterythat the church is to guard. .

1 TIMOTHY $:5

-g Members of God’s Family#5:1,2 =
To belong to the church is to belong to a family. Paul provides clear principles .aom. the way amaum...m 0 :
God’'s *mm::,\ should treat each other. Christian relationships are to be characterized by these qualities:
o Respect: We should treat those who are older with patience: not lashing out at them, but exhorting
them when necessary and encouraging them always.
o Restraint: We should treat members of the opposite sex with purity—in our thoughts, words, and
actions. i
e Responsibility: We should care for our families—parents and children (Ex. 20:12), grandparents and
grandchildren, and extended family members. We should also care for those who are vulnerable,
such as widows and orphans in the church (James 1:27). e
Repentance: We should humbly acknowledge our failures and seek forgiveness ,m:n_ reconciliation
when we fall short in our relationships or our obligations.

1 *

e | Timothy

|

g “hen we find a good friend, we have found a treasure. We need people who are faithful and

.+ willing to persevere with us through the hard times. We need the love and acceptance that
W only a true friend can offer. The friendship between young Timothy and the apostle Paul

brought significant support and encouragement to both men.

Paul described Timothy as a faithful brother with a solid reputation. Timothy was devoted to Paul
and shared many of his triumphant victories in the ministry. But Timothy also persevered with Paul
during the difficult times of imprisonment, torture and mockery. Their years of shared ministry grew
into a lifelong friendship. ) ,

Paul referred to Timothy with admiration in many of his letters, He called him "my son whom | love,
who is faithful in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:17) and “my co-worker” (Romans 16:21). In his letter o the
Philippians, Paul referred to Timothy with the highest praise and then added that Timothy had acted
"as a son with his father” as he helped Paul preach the Good News (Philippians 2:22). In his letters to
Timothy, Paul expressed great affection for him. Paul's personal involvement in Timothy's ministry was
shown when Paul reminded him “to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying
on of my hands” (2 Timothy 1:6).

Timothy does not appear to have been a charismatic or strong leader. He might have even been
somewhat timid and afraid to confront people, especially the older men. But Timothy was faithful and
persevered in his ministry despite his fears and trials. Paul also supported Timothy in his ministry, real-
izing that God had called this young man into special service for Christ. Despite Timothy’s weaknesses,
God used him to build the church and encourage his co-worker Paul. ;

Our continued spiritual growth requires that we have relationships with people forboth support and
accountability. We need to ask God for a “Timothy" —someone with integrity, who can be trusted and
who will support us in both the good and bad times.

STRENGTHS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

Timothy possessed an excellent reputation for his faithfulness.
He was a special friend to the apostle Paul.

Even in the most difficult circumstance, Timothy supported Paul.
Timothy was a faithful minister of the Good News.

WEAKNESSES AND MISTAKES:
Timothy sometimes allowed his youth and timidity to cause difficulty in his ministry.

LESSONS FROM HIS LIFE:

Our fears and inadequacies need not stop us from serving God.
Good friendships are extremely valuable, especially for continued spiritual growth.

KEY VERSES:

“So when we could stand it no longer, we thought it best to be left by ourselves in Athens. We
sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God's service in spreading the gospel of Christ,
to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, so that no one would be unsettled by these trials”
(1 Thessalonians 3:1-3).

¥

Timothy is first named in Acts 16:1-5 and is mentioned at various other points in the book. He is the recipient of Paul's letters 1 m:m
2 Timothy. He is also mentioned in Romans 16:21; 1 Corinthians 4:17; 16:10-11; 2 Corinthians 1:1, 19; Philippians 1:1; 2:19-23;
Colossians 1:1; u Thessalonians 1:1-10; 3:2-6; 2 Thessalonians 1:1; Philemon 1 and Hebrews 13:23.
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. P Men, Women I )
Timid but Fruitful , “ m_u_ Worship

THINGS WEREN'T ALWAYS HAPPY for Timothy and the church he pastored in Ephesus. Here Paul lends him

TOO MANY OF US shrink back from ministry involvement because we tell ourselves we a hand by providing some wisdom and guidance for recurring problems, .
just don't have the right temperament. We hear of the fiery fi fisherman Peter or the bold | Both men and women have problems that can interfere with their ability to worship. Paul instructs men
apostle Paul and think, Hey, I'm nothing like that. | could never get up in front of three who have indulged in anger and controversy to “pray with holy hands lifted up? indicating a posture of |
people to speak, let alone a crowd. I'll leave ministry to the professionals. : love and submission. Women who have become preoccupied with their external appearance are told to

Yet God doesn't think this way. Consider Timothy “Exhibit A.” , dress more modestly,

Timothy grew up in a mixed home. While his Jewish mother became a Christian, When it comes to relations between women and men, Paul retums to the “preeminence” argument he
his Greek father apparently never came to faith. It appears that both Timothy and his made in 1 Corinthians 11. Apparently the women in Ephesus were causing problems not only with their |
mother mnowuan_ Christ during Paul's first missionary journey when the apostle visited dress but also with their behavior. Paul's remedy was c_mm_, Women should “listen quietly” to church teach- !

. their hometown, Lystra. On Paul's second trip through the ing rather than try to wield authority over men. |

' area, he took note of Timothy, a young man “well thought of | Many in the church today are divided over these instructions. Are these guidefines meant for all ,,.

ﬁgoﬁrw by the believers in Lystra and lconium” (Acts 16:2). Paul and | churches in all times, or only for the Ephesian context? Whatever your view, the overriding tone of this |
m,c‘:mm_ma " Timothy developed a close bond, and the apostie became muwwm”m” Momw_ worship is supposed to be free of gender-based tension and distraction; we gather to w
one, |

|

E_ﬁr mmmﬂ and the younger man’s spiritual mentor.
" hesitation, From that time on, Timothy often accompanied Paul on .
Sin - his journeys, sometimes staying behind and sometimes |
S0 mumc.u‘ working with others in “advance teams,” paving the way for
admonished  Paul's arrival (Acts 17:14; 18:5; 19:22; 20:4). Paul grew to |
3_3 ﬁo um bold love this young man as if he were his own flesh and blood.
: .mo.. szmﬁ " He counted him a “feliow worker” (Romans 16:21) and m
“prother” (2 Corinthians 1:1); but more than that, he thought | : ; : 55 ,
of Timothy as “my dear son” (2 Timothy 1:2), “my beloved !
and faithful child in the Lord” (1 Corinthians 4:17) and “my true son in the faith” _

(1 Timothy 1:2). And he could say, “I have no one else like Timothy, who genuinely cares , , ..—-——@ zaﬁlmcl—u—.m<mﬂm —-m<mm cﬁ m—ﬁ—mﬂm

+ + + Men, Women, & God

about your welfare. . . . Timothy has proved himself. Like a son with his father, he has 5
served with me in preaching the Good News” (Philippians 2:20, 22). . 1 Timothy 3:1-13

Yet Timothy was no Paul; Paul was an example and mentor for his son in the faith, ~ WHAT DOES ITTAKE to be a leader in God's church? How demanding should the expectations be?
but Timothy was not a mirror of Paul’s strengths. Timothy struggled with fear and | ‘Paul starts off his list of qualifications with a sobering requirement: “An elder must be a man whose
hesitation. So Paul admonished his timid protégé: “God has not given us a spirit of fear ~ life is above reproach” (1 Timothy 3:2). He then goes straight to a person’s private home and family life.

Paul's ideal elder sounds like the kind of person we would all like to know: self-controlled and wise, -
_hospitable, not prone to drunkenness or fights. He is faithful to his wife; his children are respectful and
well-mannered. He is gentle, not quarrelsome, and not caught up in greed and materialism.

News” (2 Timothy 1:7-8). The apostle instructed those who might be his hosts, “When | ~ In fact, many of Paul's requirements don’t seem to have anything to do with how elders might run the
Timothy comes, don't intimidate him. . . . Don’t let anyone treat him with contempt” | business of the church. They have everything to do with how they run their households and their lives. Paul
(1 Corinthians 16:10-11). explains why such things matter: “If a man cannot manage his own household, how can he take care of
Timothy proves that God can and does use all kinds of temperaments in ministry. | God's church?” (3:5).
, Apparently, there's no place for u_&m&:m in church leadership. This work belongs to people of integrity

The big question for each of us is this: Do | want him to use me? v
,, who have already passed life’s most demanding test, the one closest to home.

and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline. So never be ashamed to tell others
about our Lord. And don't be ashamed of me, either, even though I'm in prison for him,
With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer with me for the sake of the Good

THE POINT: Effectiveness for God depends on divine power, ,,A,
not human temperament.
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Basically the Same?

Widows Revisited

uring the a_mmm.m of the three prequels for the Star Wars series, George Lucas |
was asked if the movies had any religious meaning. He said, “l remember when| 4 Timothy 5:1-16

 was 10 years old, | asked my mother, ‘If there's only one God, why are there So many — yypougHOUT THE OLD TESTAMENT, God often sized up a society by the way it reated widows, A king may

religions?’ I've been pondering that question ever since, and the conclusion I've come . ... .. . .
1o is that all religions are true” (Time, April 26, 1999). According to Lucas, and many . have thought he had a strong army and a growing economy. But if his kingdom didn’t protect its neediest
| and most vulnerable citizens, God gave it a failing grade. : ;

Americans today, all religions are basically the same. '
m v, [¢] y “ The same holds true in the church today.

While this perspective is often driven by a noble desire for common ground, the ! : Wevg . . ; s il |
profound differences between religions suggest otherwise. This becomes clear when The first line of support for widows is their own family. But in cases where widows have no family mem- V
bers to care for them, or where families refuse to do so, the church must step in and provide.

we consider how various religions view the nature of God, the identity of Jesus, and , : ; i
Paul also tells Timothy to treat older men with consideration. “Never speak harshly to an older man, but

the means of salvation. |
_ | appeal to him respectfully as you would to your own father” (1 Timothy 5:1). |
God | This passage makes some important points for our day. Age is to be respected. Older people don’t |
Christians believe that God is a Trinity—one God eternally coexisting in three ~ always know better than young people, but they often do. Their accumulated wisdom can and should play
persons. Muslims believe in a Unitarian God (Allah). Some versions of Buddhism are . animportant role in the life of the church—if we will listen to what they have to say. , M
atheistic. Hindus believe in thousands of gods. New Agers believe that all reality is The church isn’t some kind of otherworldly group. It is a community made up of real people that must
divine. Religious Naturalism holds that the world is the body of God, a view called  make its spiritual values concrete in the real world. Caring for widows is one test of this commitment. |
panentheism. ; ; |

Jesus |

World religions also differ radically on the identity of Jesus. Christians consider
Jesus the Messiah, the divine Savior of the world (1Tm 1:15-17). While Muslims
consider Jesus a holy man, they vehemently deny His divinity. Jews reject Jesus as
the Messiah and consider Jehovah the one true God (Dt 6:4). They especially object to
the doctrines of Trinity or incarnation. Hindus believe Jesus is one Giod among many.
Buddhists consider Jesus an enlightened guru.

Salvation , i o : £ . ,
The religions of the world also differ drastically on the means of salvation. Christians If you're thinking of becoming an elder or a deacon, here are the requirements from

believe that salvation is by grace through faith alone (Eph 2:8-9). To the Jew, mmz%o: «H,d_sag.w‘msadwmmu,znﬁomﬂ,zoﬂ anw,mwoﬁmﬁ:m,wﬁ.m_anmaoﬁ.arm,_‘mﬁmw.,.
is tied o keeping the commandments in the Law. Muslims try to tip the scale of o pii , e

judgment in their favor by following the Five Pillars of Faith. The afterlife for Hindus ELDERS : , : DEA i
involves a karmic process of paying off debt with the purpose of becoming one with T o e . , EACONS
the impersonal Brahman. And to New Agers, salvation is found through the recognition ~ * Alife too good fo criticize » Gentle; not arrogant o Respected :
of oneness with the God, humanity, and the universe. . Faithful to his wife * Not quarrelsome g :%m it ity
World religions also hold opposing views about which books are Scripture, the E Saif-coatrolied; disciplined * Not money-hungry o No drinking problems
nature of human beings, creation, and the afterlife. These are not minor points, but E nﬁ wisely * Good manager of family, » Not money-hungry :
claims that stem from the heart of each religion. While most religions agree on the * Good reputation, especially kids « Committed to Chiistian
Golden Ruls, their core docirines are simply beyond reconciliation. While allreligions  among non-Christians « Children must be b
could be wrong, they can’t all be right. This leaves us two options for the religions of ‘. ma%, having guests at home believers, too
the world: either they are all wrong or only one of them is right. ’ »vw P o A ek roboid Hi the Saith e A clear conscience
So, how do we know which one is right? Examine the evidence. This is where Jesus \ble to teach , I n e T » Tested beforshand
stands apart from other religious figures. Jesus not only claimed to reveal knowledge * No drinking problems * Sense of justice : » Faithful to his wife
about God, He claimed to be God in human flesh. And He confirmed this claim by s Notviolent e Strong belief in the gospel ; moam i mm_. 2 aaa . x&
T e : r of family, kids .

fuffiling prophecy, living a sinless life, doing miracles, and rising from the dead
e (Rm 1:4).

o0
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THE SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES : STEWARDSHIP . . :
‘ , The Benefits of Reading Scripture Aloud

Read: 1 Timothy 4:13 _ Habit: Engaging Scripture

TURNING WEALTH INTO
- AGOOD THING .

aul told Timothy to “devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to preach-
1 Timothy 6:6-10,17-19

ing and to teaching.” (1Ti 4:13) “That’s a passage about preaching,” notes author Tim
Challies, “but it's also a passage about just plain
reading the Bible out loud.” Here are a num-
ber of practical reasons why reading the Bible
aloud is a beneficial habit to adopt:

v piritual growth comes when we turn our attention from our own desires and invest our re-
" sources in God's priorities. The Bible consistently reminds us that the human heart is wicked
+... and constantly tempted to replace the worship of God with idolatry or the worship of things
(see Jeremiah 17:9). The Bible also warns us that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil
{1 Timothy 6:10). One of the ways to guard against this temptation and loosen the world’s grip
on us is to consistently set aside a portion of our wealth for God's use. In this way we help turn a
potential source of evil into a means for spiritual growth and renewal.
When we set aside money for God's use, we:

o Demonstrate our loyalty to and dependence on God. Our use of money is one of the most | .
tangible evidences of our priorities. We may be able to impress others with our words, but | |
the sincerity of our faith is truly tested when our finances are challenged. When we give | |
to God's work, we remind ourselves that our goal is to give glory to God and advance his | |
kingdom. It also reminds us that all we possess comes from him, =

Here are a number of
practical reasons why
reading the Bible aloud is a -
beneficial habit to adopt.

» Reading aloud is multisensory—Outside wor-
ship services, our engagement with Scripture
tends to involve only one of our five senses —
sight. When we add hearing to seeing, we stimulate different areas of our brain, provid-
ing a multisensory experience that can help us have a more meaningful experience with
the Word of God.

» Reading aloud improves retention—When we read aloud, the words we speak are trans-

: lated into speech, giving us two types of memories—the knowledge of producing the

o Participate in God's work here on earth. Whether we are able to give small or large amounts, | | spoken words as well as the memory of hearing them. This makes our memory for the
our money can be used to reach out to others directly and through those who serve in ways spoken word more distinct from the verses we read silently.5

and places that we cannot. — . : i » Reading aloud slows us down—Our eyes and brains are faster than our mouths. When
* Prepare for greater responsibilities. ._.:m.*m;r?_ servants who were each entrusted witha | weread silenfiywe sseand procese the werds Fapldly: Rieading alowd foeees nees 1ead
portion of money were rewarded according to their stewardship (see. Luke 19:11-27). The | B - S P RPN e B T »
way we handle our money reveals much about how we handle our lives, preparing us for | | o o givesu praces cacing angd broadehs ou
greater service to God. opportunity to hear God speak through Scripture.

It is also valuable to read aloud to several individuals and groups. Here are some tips for

|
Above all, we need to remind ourselves that the use of money is limited. Money will have no |
_ making reading aloud part of your routine.

place in the world to come. Contentment is a sure defense against the love of money and the
corrosive power of greed.

PUTTING IT INTO PRACTICE

Review the various ways money can be used for good—Dboth for you and for others. Which of | |
these se.em most significant to you at this time? How content are you? Do you own your wealth,
or does your wealth own you? |

> You and your family—It might feel odd at first, but try reading aloud to yourself regularly
during your individual Bible reading sessions. Or add reading aloud to your family night
| or family devotional time.
» Your church and small group—Most churches and small groups already include corpo-
| rate Scripture reading into their services or meetings. If yours does not, talk to your
o e mm?.u SRR W — | worship or small group leader about adding regular readings to the program,
f 4 \\ . » The young and the old—Offer to read to children who might only hear about God during
. Sunday school class. Or perhaps volunteer to read to the elderly, who because of infir-
., mity or advanced age might no longer be able to read the Bible for themselves. Every
believer, whether young or old, benefits from being frequently engaged with Scripture.

4¢11-16 Timothy was admonished to share the Good News of life in

and godly Ieadership are all important. Yet we need to undergird these

Christ in both word and deed. We sometimes forget that the most effec-
tive way wecasishare our faith s to live it out in front of ather people. Our
waords can never witness as forcefully to God's power as the changes that
people see in aur lives. Some people will always question the legitimacy
of our words, but no one can question the fact of a transformed life. When
we surrender cur lives to God, we can experience the new life promised
in Jesus Christ, And the best way to share the news of God's transforming
poweristo liveit— in both word and deed.

5:1-2 Paul advised Timothy to treat all people with respect, By re-
specting others, we remind ourselves of the importance of healthy re-
lationships in the Cheistian community. Sound doctrine, proper worship

B

principles with love and respect for each other. The godly courtesy and
affection that Paul requested can make the Christian community a place
where healing takes place and lives are renewed,

5:3~10 Paul made it clear that the Christian community should show
special attention to its widows. Paul's directions here reflect God's Bibli-
<al concern for the helpless and rejected in society, God wants us to be

concerned for all of his people; there s a place for everyone in his church,
No matter who we are, what we have done or our position in society, God
accepts us only on the basis of our faith in Jesus Christ. God reaches aut to

usall and calls us to be a part of his family.

PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY: Reading Scripture aloud can help us—as individuals and as a
community—to better hear and connect with God's Word.

For your next reading, go to page 1460,

I
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What Is Evangelism?

Read: 1 Timothy %15 ~ Habit: Evangelism

..I ere is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance,” wrote Paul. “Christ Jesus
came into the world to save sinners —of whom I am the worst” (v. 15). Paul notes that
he was once a “blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent man” (v. 13) yet he was chose
to share the good news so that “Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an
example for those who would believe in him and receive eternal life” (v. 16).

Like Paul, all of us who have believed in Christ and received eternal life have the privi-
lege of sharing this Good News with others. Evangelism is the verbal proclamation of
this good news of salvation in Christ, a call for ; .
unbelievers to repent and give God the glory
for regeneration and conversion, Here are a few
things we should know about evangelism:

Like Paul, all of us who
have believed in Christ and
§ received eternal life have
» The message _w.az be verbal or written—The ' g a privilege of sharing this
gospel can be communicated in verbal
(see Lk 7:22; Ro 10:14~17) or written (see Good News with others.
Lk 1:1-4) form. The only form it cannot take
is non-verbal (i.e., mere action). “It's simply impossible to preach the Gospel without
words,” says Duane Liftin, “The Gospel is inherently verbal, and preaching the Gospel is
inherently verbal behavior."! :
» Evangelism includes three parts—To fully communicate the message of the gospel, we
have to ensure that we include its three essential components:

1. A warning to people about sin and the consequences of sin (see Jn 16:8; Ac 24:25;
Rev 20:11 ~15).

2. An explanation of God's remedy for sin (see Ac 8:29~35; Ro 3:21~26; 2Co 5:21). (See
also “10 Models for Explaining the Gospel” on page 1201 and “How to. Explain the
Gospel in Your Own Words" on page 1359.)

3. A clear call to repent (to turn from sin and to turn toward God) and believe the
gospel, by faith (see Mk 1:15; Lk 13:1-5; Ac 17:29-31; Ro 1:17).2

» Evangelism is about proclamation, not conversion—Our role in evangelism is to proclaim
the good news; the work of conversion is solely the responsibility of the Holy Spirit, “We
dont fail in our evangelism if we faithfully tell the gospel to someone who is not [then]
converted,” says Mark Dever, “We fail only if we don't faithfully tell the gospel at all.”®

PRACTICAL TAKEAWAY: By gaining a better understanding of what evangelism is, we
become better equipped to carry the message to the world. h

For your next reading, go to page 1459,
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 PRESERVE SPIRITUAL GAINS

A Living Testimony
1 Timothy 4:14-16

TEACHINGPOINTS
_Follow the Compass of Trith .

As we seek to preserve the spiritual gains we Paul warns us that false teachers will come.
have made, we will find it helpful to share God's How do we know when teaching departs from
life-changing message with others. Yet it's not the faith of the Bible? Use these truths as a w
enough to simply talk about God if our lives do COINpRER! ‘ ,.
not bear testimony to God's life-changing pow- 1, Sovereignty of God !
er. Only as we demonstrate our new way of life 2. Lordship of Christ, evidenced in His death
will people notice our spiritual progress. That and resurrection-
will open the door for us to share verbally what 3. Necessity of repentance
God has done to change us. ’ ol Lt

< g 4. Certainty, availability, and reality of grace

The apostle Paul taught Timothy that in order |
to share his message of transformation, Timothy | 5. Mﬂm_w_:m:om of love—for both God and
er

needed to put his beliefs into practice as well as

tell others about them. Paul said, “Be diligent 6. Authority of Scripture :

in these matters; give yourself wholly to them, If we hear or read anything that undermines
any of these core truths, we can be sure that

so that everyone may see your progress. Watch

your life and doctrine closely. Persevere inthem, | - teaching departs from the true faith.
because if you do, you will save both yourself e
and your hearers” (1 Timothy 4:15-16).

God wants to rescue everyone. We can par-
ticipate in sharing God's message—a message
that can save souls. Our lives can be used to
reach those who have never surrendered to
God and to draw back those who have strayed.
We should continue our spiritual progress and
preserve our spiritual gains so that others might
have hope, repent and believe.

Turn to 2 Timothy 2.

4:1-5 Notice that one of the errors Paul warned Timoth! igil i i
) : A y about was a religiously motivated self-denial. m
%nmﬁ is wrong with this? Isn't it selfindulgence that gets most of us into trouble? Paul points out that _
w .moon_ pleasures offered by God should be enjoyed with thanksgiving and not rejected in the name of |
spirituality. We have probably heard of some spiritual leaders who call their followers to give up all forms |
ﬂw nw”mmﬁwww wwnz nm.nmﬁao: __mmam us to a deeper hunger and can lead us to sin as we try 1o fill the need A
epriving ourselves unnecessarily, God has given us many legitim: in thi
M:.m MM, w.m free 1o enjoy them as he has ordained. PR SR,
:7- ere Paul warns young Timothy not to argue about insignificant issues and
. y | tells him to focus on
taking the necessary steps to grow spiritually. Spiritual growth cannot be achieved by arguing about mean-

ingless details of the faith. We can keep spiritually fit only by s i i
b madrtorentisheiid it il y y by staying close to God in prayer and seeking to

! P

5:3-10 Paul made it clear that the Christian community was to show special attention to the widows in
their midst. Paul's directions here reflect God's Scripture-wide concern for the helpless and rejected in
society. But God wants us to be concerned for all his people; there is a place for everyone in his church.
No matter who we are or what we have done, good or bad, we are accepted only on the basis of our faith

in Jesus Christ. God reaches out to us all and calls each of us to be a part of his family. _,

I



HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 1 TIMOTHY AND 2 TIMOTHY?

b+ Timothy was a young disciple from V_.Ea“
His mother was a Jewish believer, and his
father was a Greek.

UTMOTHY INREVIEW | TMOTRY I REVIEW

B At some point Timothy was also imprisoned fr @ ,
_A Z O<< (Hebrews 13:23). MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY TIME TRAVELER |
1. What does Paul say he is the worst of? 1. Paul mm.«m that you often refreshed him and
' A, Sinners wasn't ashamed of his chains. Who are you?

B. Speakers A. Onidostrus 4
C. Procrastinators B. Onesiphorus

6

are held to high standards (3:1-1

a

4. “Do not muzzle an ox while it is
treading out the grain.” Who originally

14). Spiritual le
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said this?

@ TIME TRAVELER

5. Paul used you and a friend of yours who

CHAPTERS D. Checkers players C. Phygelus i
HOLY CURRICULUM ERS eckers pay 5 Puela e
The first letter to Timothy is w m w @ TIME TRAVELER ‘ e ,
. 2. Paul says to give proper recognition to WINUTIAE & MISCELLANY
considered by many to be a VERSES = you. What are you? 2. What did Paul request Timothy join him in? B
P i, P ” Tl . H .
ministry “training manual: 1 W winuiae & miscewany W uorsenr .
m 3. What does Paul say he wants men 3. I am the mother of Timothy. Who am ? L
o everywhere to do? ‘ |
2 Q MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY el
- & O WHO SAID 1T? 4. What does Paul say that Jesus can't do? |
O
Q
UI
o

LTIMOTHY

KEY PASSAG

“But you, man of God, fiee from all thi pUrsie
onsiess, godiines h, love, endurance and gentleness,

enges 28 B il Zapbls T
oo fight of the falth. T

alie hold of the eternal life to
which you were calied when you made your good confession in
the presence of many witnesses” (6:11-12),

SIDE BV SIDE

Timothy traveled and preached with Paul and others in places
such as Troas, Berea, Athens, Macedonia, Corinth, Greece, Philippi,
Thessalonica and Ephesus. In many cases he was sent by Paul to
teach and encourage believers when Paul himself could not go.
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W oA & misceLLANY

5. Who does Paul say gains "an excellent
wﬁﬂ&.ﬂm and great assurance in their

m "

A. Those who pray without ceasing
B. Those who serve well

C. Those who fast for a week

D. Those who rejoice in suffering

@ HOT SEAT

6. Well, 1 tried to achieve my goal, but all
I did was “fall into temptation and a trap
and into many foolish and harmful
desires” that only served to plunge me
:.ﬁ .ms: and destruction. What was my
goa

opposed Moses as an example to illustrate
those who oppose the truth, What are your
names?

=v=
< CRYPTIC PHRASES
6. What was Trophimus?

A. A fictional name not mentioned in the
Bible

B. The name of a Christian who Paul left in
Miletus because he was sick _
C. The sacred stream from which they got
holy water in those days

D. Paul's dog, who ate the first copy of the
letter, forcing Paul to rewrite it




