E_._B._w THIS BOOK ABOUT? Peter sq_ﬂmm to Christians 2_,6 are mcmm::m,
for their faith, encouraging them to stand firm in Christ.

" WHO WROTE IT? The apostie Peter, with the help
of Silas (see 5:12).

-~ WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? Between A.0. 60 and 65.

- WHERE DOES THIS BOOK FIT? Peter wrote from
“Babylon” (5:13), éz.os is probably a code name
for Rome.

+ THE BREAKDOWN
- Chapter 1: A call to holy living
- Chapter 2: Our identity as believers
- Chapter 3: Submission in relationships
- Chapter 4: Suffering for Christ
- Chapter 5: Instructions for elders and young men

= KEY CGNCEPTS
« Salvation

~ Holiness

* Chosen people
- Submission

- Suffering
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WHAT’S THE POINT OF
A Peter?.
& ok
‘God's people
‘won't always be
~ popular—and
. -that's okay.

. aret submit to the
Gl %m« words; Em macho male. s:o :

WORTH MEMORIZING

o 2:11-12 Dear friends, | sma you as
“temporary residents and foreigners”
1o keep away from worldly desires that
wage war against your very souls. Be
careful 1o live properly among your
unbelieving neighbors. Then even if they
‘accuse you of doing wrong, they will -

 see your honorable behavior, and they
will give honor to God when he __amwm
the world.

* 3:15.16 You must worship. Christ as Lord
. .of your life. And if sumeone asks about
_ your hope as a heliever, always be ready

to explain it. But do this in a gentle and
respectful way. Keep your conscience
clear. Then if people speak against vé_.
they will be ashamied when they see

"what a good life you live because you -
belong to Christ.

: _. 5:6-7 So humble yourseives | under gm

- mighty u%m.. of moa and at the zma
_time he will lift you up in honar. Give all
yout worries and. agam 1o God, 3,, nm
omqmm mgﬁ vac.

Em _s»mo::zm mmzmvmaﬂcm :
® m:w_s_mmsz vmﬂﬁ tells. _Emgz%

o treat their wives with respect and: -

understanding (3:7). If they don’t §m=
§aa will be hindered, Also, elders -
are told to lead Ea% ,.a, )

always has to be the _Smﬂm aoﬁ eS..
5 B_m go%_ T :

b
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- BACKGROUND

eter, one of Jesus' disciples, was
present when Jesus said, “In the
world ye shall have wribulation: but be
of good cheer; | have overcome the

ish and Gentile Christians scattered

es perseverance, knowing that faith
in Christ gives the believer hope. Peter
knows that persecution is temporary
and will prove the genuineness of their
faith. His authorship is confirmed in the
first verse: “Peter, an apostle of Jesus
Christ . ..” He says he writes from Bab-
ylon (5:13), which some believe is sym-
bolic of Rome. In 5:12 Peter mentions

. the help of a scribe Silvanus (Silas).

MESSAGE

Peter reminds his readers to a_o_om in
the salvation they gain through God's
grace. “The sincere milk of the word”
(2:2) aids in spiritual growth. Peter ex-

OUTLINE

1. Glories through God's Grace
A. Greetings
B. The promise of salvation
C. Live for Christ
D. Christ, the cornerstone
11, Follow Christ’s Example

A. The example of submission to government
B. The example of submission in marriage

C. The example of love
D. The example of suffering

1ll. Comfort in Times of Persecution
IV. Peter’s Final Greetings

world” (Jn 16:33). In writing to Jew--

throughout Asia Minor, living among
antagonistic pagans, Peter encourag--

2

INTROD QQuADZ TG

Hﬁ @@%@%

horts his readers in practical smmmal.
living honestly among nonbelievers,

submitting to governmental leaders,
loving the brethren, living peaceably in
households. He gives direction for fiving
faithfully in the face of persecution. He
exhorts the older generation to be com-
munity leaders and the young to submit
to their elders—all serving with humiity.
Final remarks include classic remind-
ers: “Casting all your care upon him;
for he careth for you. Be sober, be vigi-
lant; because your adversary the devil,

"as a roaring lion, walketh about, seek-

ing whom he may devour: whom resist
stedfast in the faith. . . . But the God of
all grace . .. make you perfect, stablish,
strengthen, settle you” (5:7-10).

TIME v
Peter most likely wrote this letter from
Rome befween A.D. 60 and 64. Early
nonbiblical writing indicates that Peter
was crucified by Nero (who ruled from
AD. 54 to 68), probably between A.p. 64
and 66.

1:1-2

1:3-21

1:22-2:3
2:4-10

2:11-25
31-7
3:8-22
4:1-19
51-11
512-14




- 1 Peter -

52 £ someone e had the nmﬁmn:% to retain m<m3~9_:m |
rm nmwm om u.m_BchmE:m every fact and date, of summoning to |

mind every particle of learning; if he could tell you the answer .

to every question on every exam and provide every statistic .

known to man—he still would have nothing valuable to say
without one other component—experience.

That’s why we read 1 Peter with such interest. Simon Peter was
one of our Lord’s original followers and he experienced every
dimension of discipleship, both good and bad. He'd been on
the mountaintop with Christ, had walked to Him on the water,
- had fled from Him at the cross, and had served Him in the early

Church. In 1 Peter, the old fisherman drew from a lifetime of

experience to tell us how to conduct oE.mmme as pilgrims and

strangers in the SQ.E

Peter hit wm<m~.& themes in his letter, En_:%:m our conduct, the
power of grace, the importance of submission and separation, |

and the role of tribulation in life. Much of his letter is written
with suffering in mind, teaching us how.to respond when

grieved by various trails. We're to commit ourselves to God, to
follow in the footsteps of Christ, and to give others an answer
for the hope within us.

Peter’s letter is a reminder for Christian pilgrims to look at -

their passports occasionally so we'll remember we're citizens of

another kingdom, purchased 5~ the blood of Jesus, and headed

828.@ an Ewm:ﬁmbnm that can never fade away.

KEY THOUGHT:

Suffering is an opportunity to walk
in our Lord’s steps and live as pilgrims
in a pagan world.

PRI

il

KEY VERSES:

“Do not think it strange concerning the =~

- fiery trial which is to try you, as though ‘

some strange thing happened to you; |

but rejoice to the extent that you
partake of Christ’s sufferings.”

1 Peter 4:12-13 o A

s

KEY ACTION: |

“Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always = |
be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you.”
1 Peter 3:15

4 @%

KEY PRAYER:

Father, allow me to see the
advantages of adversity and bring
" honor to <oc in every n:.n:_BmSSnm. _
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KNOW YOUR BIBLE ; 265

TeE APOSTLE PETER

The apostle Peter (also called Simon and Cephas) was one of Jesus’ earliest
disciples, and along with his brother >=m3§ was a fisherman. He first met
Jesus along the Jordan River where e
John was baptizing (John 1:40-42) and
traveled with Him through Galilee for
a time. Then he went back to fishing.
Later Jesus called him to full-time dis-
cipleship, saying, “Come, follow me,
and I will show you how to fish for
people!” (Matthew 4:19 NLT).

The disciples realized from the be-
ginning that Jesus was the Messiah, the :

Son of God (ohn 1:1, 49), but many gy fiemesiows oty o e
lost faith n—ﬁﬁbm trying times. But Pe-  Andiew by Duccio di Buoninsegna (1255-1319),

ter never doubted. After many disciples turned back, Peter declared his faith
(John 6:66-69). Later, he once again clearly stated his certainty that Jesus
was the Son of God (Matthew 16:13-17).

Peter was the most impetuous, outspoken of Jesus™ twelve apostles. For
example, when Jesus revealed that He would be crucified, Peter took it
upon himself to rebuke Him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This shall never
happen to You” (Matthew 16:22 NASB).

Peter was so sure of himself that he boasted that even if all the other
disciples abandoned Jesus, hed never do so. But when confronted, he
denied that he even knew Jesus (Mark 14:27-31, 66-72). God allowed this
to show Peter that he needed the strength of the Spirit to make it. Later,
when Jesus restored him and he received the Holy Spirit, Peter became one
of the foremost leaders of the early church.

_READ 1 PETER 3 AND LUKE 5.

® Three-Month Course: your next reading is on page 267. >
@ Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 267. ->




KNOW YOUR BIBLE
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REJOICING DESPITE TROUBLES

In the middle of Nero’s savage persecution, Peter wrote, “In this you greatly
rejoice, even though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been
distressed by various trials” He added that
Christians should “greatly rejoice with joy
inexpressible.” Peter first acknowledged that
the persecution caused Christians intense
distress, then expected them to greatly rejoice.
How? He knew that enduring such trials was
proof that their faith was genuine, and would
“result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 1:6-8
NASB). As Paul said, “The sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us”

fiven vahen Peter was being persecuted by Newo, who - (Romans 8:18 NKJV).
is pictered here with his mother, Agtippina, he praised

and glerified God.,

READ 1 PETER 4 AND LUKE 17.

REsISTING FLESHLY LUSTS

Peter wrote, “Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against the soul” (1 Peter 2:11 Nkjv). Giving in to lusts
literally destroys and eats away the spiritual power in a Christian’s life. One
good thing about suffering—it makes people serious about their faith and
gets them seeking God’s will, not casually playing around with temptation
and sins such as “lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties.”
As Peter explained, “He who has suffered in the flesh has ceased from sin,
that he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh for the lusts of
men, but for the will of God” (1 Peter 4:1-3 NKyV).

READ 1 PETER 5 AND PSALM 50.

HE FIRSTERISTLE OF

PERSECUTION CAN CAUSE EITHER GROWTH or bitterness in the Christian

life. Response determines the result. In writing to Jewish believers struggling

in the midst of nm,_.mmncmo? Peter encourages them to conduct themselves
courageously for the Person and program of Christ. Both their n._.,m.*mnnmq and
conduct must be above reproach. Having been born again to a living hope,

they are to imitate the Holy One who has called them. The fruit of that charac-

ter will be conduct rooted in submission: citizens to government, servants to

masters, wives to husbands, husbands to wives, and Christians to one another.

Only after submission is fully understood does Peter deal with the difficult
area of suffering. The Christians are not to think it “strange concerning the
fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you

(4:12), but are to rejoice as partakers of the suffering of Christ. That response

to life is truly the climax of one’s submission to the good hand of God.

This epistle begins with the phrase Petros apostolos lesou Christou, “Peter,

an apostle of Jesus Christ.” This is the basis of the early title Petrou A, the
“[First of Peter.”

WATCH WORDS
= lust (strong craving; desire)—1:14
= word (the gospel preached and proclaimed)—1:25
= chosen (selected)—2:9
» defense (argument against a specific charge)—3:15

1Peter3 7,

+ + + Men, Women, & God

Honor One Another

1 Peter 3:1-7

SOME MEN RELISH the first six verses of this passage. They cheer when Peter tells wives tc -
fully toward their husbands. e : B g e

The most important verse for male readers, however, is number 7. Here the apostle calls on men to

:mmgm:iﬁws::g:c«ma==aaa§&=m.dam§$mm=m=~, .. i
ot e et T IS ot you shou d,’ Peter says, “so your prayers will

Of all the reasons given by Bible teachers and writers these da i

s ys for unanswered prayer, this one

doesn't get much airtime. But there it is in black and white: Mistreatin i .
heavenly connection. 4 e Bour s_ﬁm SAN Sh gty

Some women may not like Peter calling them “weaker” Perha . inki

‘ , . ps the burly fisherman was thinking on

about who would struggle more to pull a dripping net full of fish out of the Sea of Galilee. But in the <m_,w

mmsmmm_%:wmamm_mo%n_mamgmﬁmé:oam:..me_m_E_,%mw,ssmogm:m:_mmsa% i
statement of spiritual equality for Peter’s day and age. - S

So both spouses have food for thought in this section. Both ma j ir habi
uses have food f ight in this section. y need to adjust their habits. God wants
us both to submit to his direction, whether it's culturally “in” or not. i ,
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sk yourself: If some exiraterrestrial ___3 form were to hover above your %..,8_, b
for a while, observing the students’ lifestyles and behavior—including speech, w

relationships, attitudes, and actions in the classroom, cafeteria, sports fields, and _Sx&
rooms, etc.—could the aliens tell the aimaq_nm between ua_,mmmsu n:aﬁ.m__m m:a

msz%m m_m%

That may be a s__g and somewhat painful, question. Here’s m:cz_s one: If that ET
watched you, what would he conclude were your core beliefs and values? Could he
differentiate between you and other students in terms of your speech, s_ggmzem.
attitudes, behavior, and so on?

Those are tough questions for most Christian teenagers. in fact, they are

difficult for most Christians, period. Yet the Apostle Peter says
that God's people should be characterized by distinctly |
different lives from the rest of the worid. Peter

and had lived with Jesus Himself for three years, 1
observing firsthand how those who follow Him must
se different from the rest of the world. So as v%q

hristians dispersed around the world, he wanted .
them to hold on. So in his two letters, Peter issued ﬂ
east three distinct calls:

a A call to holiness: “As the One who called you

s holy, you also are to be holy in all your S_azas
(1Pt 1:15). How are we to be holy in all we do?

- With gritted teeth, white knuckles, muscles -
stretched taut, mgaé.zmé fiber of our being?
It feels that way sometimes. But: how do ozaa__
- grow to look like their parents? By straining and
stressing? No; children look like their Eaam
because they are their kids! it's not about maa:_:n
“and struggling; it's about being in a relationship. The
relationship u_a%n% the resemblance, not the %.2 ﬁmm
around.

was one of Jesus’ 12 disciples (see Luke 5:1-11) ‘o .

atched persecution arise against his fellow Jewish _

Av . 2.Acallto self-discipline: You will need fo understand that being a Christian sometimes
| means standing alone. We follow our Savior and “since Christ suffered in the flesh, equip

yourselves also with the same resolve” (1Pt 4:1). And sometimes that will mean trials. Peter's
original readers wondered io__gs:u Christ was worth it. Peter explained in no ==8..§= :

oE _ﬂms_m that the reward would far outweigh any suffering (1Pt 1:3-12; 4:12-19).

3.Acall to u..e_z:_. mssa our a__am ready § actionisa Ecgzgaé and even
forgetting old ways of B___x_:m. replacing them with new. How? It's been said that who you are
is determined by the people you know and the books you read. Today we could also add the
media you absorb—TV, movies, music, the Internet. Ask yourself: Who are my friends? What do
1 read? What TV uam&am and movies do sﬁﬂﬁ E_ﬁ music no | listen to? E__a saa m_sm %

x_smﬁ , s e
Tfyou bombard your brain with nothing but ._S.,n:%a&_. m__?ns_.wmmﬁ ,a_,.,oé:_w_a.ni&m:

sEp guess what? Marinate your brain in that long enough, and it will soak in. Instead, -
saturate your mind in the Bible, spend time with other Christians, and engage in positive, -
uplifting activities. Peter calls you to stand up and be different; he calls you to grow in your
faith Ex : m.as Ezm:% wait for the Lord’s return (2Pt 3). ;

The little letter from Jude a%._w, half-brother and brother of James, leader of the church in
Jerusalem) is also an encouragement to hang on to the truth. Clearly, faise teachers wereas
prevalent in the early church as they are today. Jude calls you to “build yourselves up in your
most holy faith and pray =_ the Holy Spirit, keep _suaa_ﬁm in the love of God” (Jd mo.wz.

Iif <o___. aaa.. goal i in life is ?ﬁ to fit in, you can forget living a s.e.sia_o Christian life, wﬁ:

you want to follow Christ, Peter and Jude call you to something %aaﬁ.....moamssu better.

No, ET is not watching you to see if you fit in or not. Someone much more important than that
is. If you live the way He calls §= to, you will very much stand out from the aasa.....mm ..S—.m

did.

o >5:o1 Peter §§m 4 m_a 2 waa.., .__ap the half-brother of Ls__p wrote Jude
 Date: mﬁ _ﬁa smm séa: between A.D. %,.2 in moaa with 2 m%q 83._5 sam ﬁga mnﬂ

4 masn .E% smm probably written before 2 Peter.

,, isﬁ in Ee .zo.._a is going on?

1BC. . SimonPeterishom
AD.26-30 . Years of Jesus’ ministry

© AD.26-36 Pontius Pilate is the governor of Judea

 AD.30  Jesusis crucified, resurrected, and ascends to %mﬁ?
AD. 30 * Holy Spiritsarrival at _umamsa ,




1 Peter

Book INTRODUCTION

hen Peter referred to himself as "a witness of the suffer-

ings of Christ" (5:1), it had deeply personal meaning for |

him. Not only did he witness the anguish others inflicted on Jesus,
Peter knew the suffering his own denials had caused his Savior and
friend. So it was practical theology that caused Peter to write, “Be
sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (5:8).

These experiences must have influenced him: :
; Only one who had nearly lost hope at the sight of Jesus—the
~ Messiah—dying on a cross could declare: “His abundant mercy has
cpmmvo#ma us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus"
(1:3). ; _
Only one who had fallen and been fully restored could write,
"God gives grace to the humble” (5:5). . .

Only one who had yielded to Satan's temptations could admonish,
“Resist [Satan], steadfast in the faith” (5:9). ; .

In the closing lines of this letter, it seems as if Peter is remembering

his faith and failures regarding Jesus and then passing on the
commission he received from his Lord on the shores of Galilee:
“"Shepherd the flock of God . . . being examples to the flock" (5:2, 3;
John 21:15-17). Now in possession of a transforming future hope, he
was able to remind his fellow elders that “when the Chief Shepherd

mﬁvmmﬁéoﬁﬁ:ﬂmnm?mzumQogBcﬁawoéSmaommbo:mammém%.
{5:1-5). . o : ot

WHAT IT SAYS | Remember Who You Are- - S !
Peter was well-qualified to write a letter to those whose faith was
being tried in so many ways. _ 4 w b

. Who were they? They were “pilgrims of the Dispersion in Pontus,
Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia" —Christians who were
“elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father” (1:1, 2).
The five regions to which Peter directed his letter were all in the
northern part of Asia Minor (present-day Turkey). Jews from three
of those regions had been in Jerusalem when Peter preached at
Pentecost more than three decades earlier (Acts 2:9); no doubt they
had taken the gospel back with them. They then went back to their
own countries, shared their faith, and started local churches. Now,
some 30 years later, Peter writes to encourage them as they face
persecution in the Roman Empire.

1 PETER

When Peter calls his readers “pilgrims of the Dispersion,” he is certainly referring
to Jewish believers who fled Jerusalem in the outbreak of persecution following the
martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 8:1). But likely he is also referring to all believers—Jews
and Gentiles—who are “sojourners and pilgrims” in this world (2:11), a "special
people” called ”out of darkness into His marvelous light” (2:9).

First Peter is more than a compilation of platitudes for passively enduring
persecution. It is a forceful letter urging active faith and holy living. Driving home his
central theme of righteous conduct in the face of persecution, Peter uses 30 imperative
verbs—one in nearly every three verses—to make his points. The apostie’s vantage
point in Rome (most likely the place to which he refers in 5:13) gives him good insight
into the storms brewing across the Roman Empire. He knows very well that the
“pilgrims” will need to remain steadfast against what will come.

WHaT It MEANS | Grow Up in Faith "
Peter's letter to these scattered, persecuted believers turns on three points: first, a
believer's hope; second, a believer's conduct; and third, how a believer faces suffering.
" Christian Conduct: Peter's central theme is how to conduct themselves as God's
“special people” living among those who do not yet believe and who are looking
for reasons to oppose the spread of Christianity (3:8—5:11).

o Grace: Peter reveals that grace is the foundation for one's spiritual life—salvation,
marriage, spiritual gifts, suffering, humility, and the first and second comings of
Christ (1:2-13; 3:7; 4:10; 5:5, 10, 12). «

o Suffering: During Emperor Nero's rule of the Roman Empire, Christians became a
persecuted minority. Peter provides a wealth of guidance on how to endure—with
Christ as the example (2:19-25; 4:12-19). : ,

o Submission: In order for the early church tomaintain its testimony, Peter encourages

* subrmission as far as it is possible in all of life's relationships: submitting to rulers,
masters, wives to husbands, and young people to elders (2:13—3:7; 5:5).

o Separation: Peter's audience had been dispersed because of severe persecution.
All Christians, however, are temporarily deployed on assignment by God in a
land that is not our own (Gen. 15:13; Phil. 3:20; Heb. 11:13-16; 13:14). Knowing
this should give us proper perspective on evangelism and discipleship (2:11,
12), on living differently from the world (1:13—2:12), and on our purpose in all
circumstances: to bring God glory (4:11).

WraTt It MEANS FOR You | Recheck Your Passport . ,
Peter was writing: to men and women who were up against a crazy-quilt variety
of challenges, heartaches, and peril. The differences among these believers did
not matter nearly as much as what they held in common in Christ. They needed to
remember their real identity—and their unshakable destiny.

~ So it is with us. We too are “pilgrims” passing through a sometimes treacherous
world on the way to our true home in heaven. Peter's letter is a reminder to check
our passports now and then. No matter how anyone else regards us or labels us, we
have been purchased by the blood of Jesus and given a magnificent, permanent
inheritance that nothing in this world can shake. . ; ,
. As citizens of heaven on foreign turf, we can expect to be harassed from time to
time, But no one can change our transforming purpose, our ultimate destination, or the
royal welcome that awaits us. That should make a difference in how we live right now.



1 PETER

THE BIG PICTURE

Peter’s audience was composed of hurting people, suffering OF LFE(~-25) .

persecution from unbelievers in the form of rejection, B LIVIN N :
s ; : . LIVING HONESTLY ASWEWORK

torture, imprisonment and the threat of physical death. The ATRELATIONSHIPS (21~ 10

price these believers paid for their faith included everything
from broken relationships and loss of employment to
physical pain and martyrdom.

Peter wrote this letter to encourage them. The wonderful
part of his message lay in the perspective he offered his
audience. In response to their cries of anguish he did not
brush them off or flippantly promise them an easy road
ahead. Instead, Peter gave them this hope: They belonged to
God. Peter’s words offer this same hope to us. h ;

Suffering is one of the most difficult aspects of life to
accept, much less understand. Though we wish we were
exempt or cushioned from life’s harsh blows, pain is a
reality. Al of us suffer; suffering is part of life (see John
16:33). We must accept the fact that we will hurt from time
to time.

Yet God has equipped us with the means to live at peace
in the midst of tough times. We obtain God’s powerful help
when we lold fast to Christ and live according to his will.
This does not mean that our troubles will vanish because

we believe in God. Instead, God offers to surround us with
his love when problems seem overwhelming. The way out of
the storm is to take comfort in God’s presence and persevere
through the hard times. As we do, God will use the trials to
inspire our growth.

WORLD (2:11 — 4:6)

D. THEHOPE OF ULTIMATE
RESTORATION {47 — 5:14)

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL THEMES

GOD'S WAY CAN BE PAINFUL

We may be afraid of spiritual growth because the changes
God asks of us may be painful. Each key to spiritual
renewal holds the potential for pain on some level. Yet pain
is always a part of life in a fallen world, whether we are
changing for the better or for the worse. Our old way of life
involved pain too, but we tried to find ways to escape it.
When we decide to seek spiritual renewal, we willingly see
the truth as God reveals it and release whatever we have
been holding onto, including our pain. God’s plan will lead
to a life of joy, freedom and transformation, making all the
pain worthwhile.

A. SUFFERING IS A VALUABLE PART

C, HOW TO LIVE WELL IN A DIFFICULT

|

'

“Behold, I lay in Zion |
" A chief cornerstone, elect, precious, ;

NOTHING IS HOPELESS WITH GOD

Essential Facts When we struggle spiritually, we may feel helpless and
PURPOSE: : 8@:& to give up. But feeling helpless is different from
To shiws e oo live wallin - being :m_wmmmm. We are never really helpless, because with
shattered and hopeless world. God, help is close at hand. We are not hopeless, for God is

; the source of all hope. When we struggle with feelings of
“AUTHOR: despair, this letter reminds us to surrender our lives to God
The apostle Peter, and to depend on his power. God will never leave us to face
AUDIENCE: our trials alone.

 Christians who were suffering
- persecution for their faith.

DATE WRITTEN:
Around AD 64, just prior to Nero's:
persecutions of the early Christians,

SETTING: L

 This letter was written during a period
inwhich Peter and other Christians
-were being tortured and martyred for
their faith by both Jewish and secular

authorities.

KEY VERSE:

“Live as free peple, but do not use your
freedom asa cover-up for evil; live as
God's slaves” (2:16). ,

KEY PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS:
Peter with Silas and with John Mark.

THE IMPORTANCE OF RELATIONSHIPS

Surrendering our lives in repentance to Jesus Christ makes
us part of God’s family. We enter into a community with
Jesus Christ as its founder and leader. Everyone in this
no.B.:EEQ is related; no one stands alone. All healing and
spiritual renewal takes place in the context of relationships
with others. Peter taught us how to manage those
relationships: with loyalty, care and humility and prayer
that we will become what God wants s to be.

._.:mmooaumou_maqom:#m_oozmammzo:m_o:cazSqonmxm. xm:mmm.nocasm%;méwamm:.ma ,,
their pastor doing such a thing. Dressed as a tramp, Pastor Charles had spent the week wandering |
 the streets of Topeka, his tattered coat offering little warmth against the cutting wind. His thin-
soled shoes pounded the icy sidewalks. From store to store he had gone, seeking work and asking
for help during the blizzard. For almost a week, he drifted through the ‘streets, seeking a kind word.
He spied several of his parishioners, but they didn't recognize him. Finally he found a job shoveling .
coal for fifty cents a day. : ' J s
. - The next Sunday, imagine the surprise on the faces of his listeners as he described his adven-
tures and chalienged them to begin walking as Jesus had walked. He wanted them to exhibit the
compassion of Christ. e
Out of his experiences, Pastor Charles Sheldon wrote one of history's best-selling Christian novels,
In His Steps, published in 1896. This book posed the famous question, “What Would Jesus Do?”
Peter tells us: “For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that you should follow His steps” (2:21). Every Christian must-ask these questions: Where
is your daily walk heading? Are you in step with Jesus? ; e

And he who believes on Him will by no/
means be put to shame.” |
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A Way for Wives 3:1-17

Peter wrote the words of this passage at a time

of great upheaval in the culture. When people
became believers under Roman rule, they were
often singled out and persecuted. In the Roman
Empire, women had a doubly difficult time, for
they were also considered a man’s property.
However, once they came to Chist, the women
of this era discovered that He had created a way
for them to be valued and cherished. In Christ,
those who were treated as nothing discovered
that they were something.

Perhaps the greatest complication came -
within marriage: How should a newly converted
wife now relate to her pagan husband? Some
of these women believed that their allegiance
to Christ replaced their responsibility to their
Spouses. (Slaves who became believers faced
a similar challenge in their relationships with
‘unsaved masters.) Peter preaches otherwise,
encouraging wives to submit to their husbands
as far as possible, because their conduct might
actually win their unbelieving spouses to Christ.

Itis important to understand that Peter does
not call for a wife's unqualified submission—he
does not say she should submit to an abusive

relationship or obey a husband who tells her to

* give up her faith. In a typical marriage in that

culture, however, a woman’s quietly respectful at-
titude toward her spouse could have a powerful
impact—not just on her husband but her house-
hold—for Christ. .- soget L
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ot . SPEAKTHE TRUTH
Refusing to Lie
1 Peter 3:10-17

if we truly desire renewal in our spiritual walk,
we must learn to be truthful and turn away from
lying. Lying can easily become a way of life. We
can even lie to ourselves, covering up our prob-
lems and pretending they don‘t exist. But some-
day we must face reality. And when we do, we
will see the pain caused by our lies—pain that
has hurt us and our loved ones.

Think about these verses: "Whoever would
love life and see good days must keep their
tongue from evil and their lips from deceitful
speech” (1 Peter 3:10). "Do not lie to each other,
since you have taken off your old self with its
practices and have put on the new self, which is
being renewed in knowledge in the image of its
Creator” (Colossians 3:9—10).

If lying is second nature to us, it may be dif-
ficult for us to change. But change we must. Lies
will only hurt us and others. We must learn to
guard our lips and our thoughts from lies. Then
we can persevere in our spiritual growth.

Turn to 1 John 5.
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Why does God allow

. it suifering? o 4:12-19

- Earlier in his letter, Peter discusses one possible
-response io persecution—to give oneself over to

4_@"1“ jgl/j My

Z

*

the will of God (4:1-5). Now he turns to two other

possible reactions.

First, believers may think they are being singled
-out and wonder why this “strange thing” is hap-

pening. Yet suffering should be expected for those :

who follow Christ (Matt. 5:11: Acts 5:41).
Second, Christians may think they are being
- judged for some reason. But if they are living
above reproach, they ¢an rejoice that they are
suffering according to God's will and for His glory.
They can also stand firm, entrusting the outcome
- to Him as they continue to do what is right (Heb.
No matter what the reason is for suffering,
God does use it—~sometimes as discipline (Heb. -
"12:5-11) and sometimes as instruction. Here

- . are some of those purposes:

° To train us in obedience (Heb. 5:7-8)

e To produce patience (Rom. 5:3)

* To prevent pride (2 Cor. 12:7-9) ,

* To teach His ways (Ps. 119:65-71)

* To prepare us to comfort others (2 Cor. 1:3, 4)

° Toprove us (4:14) ‘

In the end, just as the oyster coats an intru-
sive speck of sand with a smooth substance until

_ it becomes a peari of great value, God layers our -

~ difficulties with His greatness and glory until we
- develop our own peari of great price—strength
of character, :
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PERSPECTIVES

A man can never be the
same after hearing God'’s
truth spoken in the power
of God’s Holy Spirit; he will

either obey and go forward,
or ignore and die a little.

RICHARD €. HALVERSON (1916-1995),
U.S. SENATE CHAPLAIN

You love him even though you have never seen him.
Though you do not see him now, you trust him; and you
rejoice with a glorious, inexpressible joy. The reward for

#:mm_aw him :\S be the salvation of your souls.

1 PETER 1:8-9

TRANSFORM YOUR LIFE

The Narrow Road

1 Peter 4:1-4

Spiritual growth takes place when we turn from
our sins and turn toward the new life God has
for us. When we have had enough of going our
own way and doing our own thing and have fi-
nally asked God to redeem our lives, we begin
our journey of faith. But the path Christ calls
us to follow is narrow and difficult. Jesus said,
“Wide is the gate and broad is the road that
leads to destruction, and many enter through it.
But small is the gate and narrow the road that
leads to life, and only a few find it” (Matthew
7:13-14).

Peter further pointed out, “You have spent
enough time in the past doing what pagans
choose to do ... They are surprised that you
do not join them in their reckless, wild living,
and they heap abuse an you" (1 Peter 4:3-4).
People on the "road that leads to destruction”
won't restrict themselves to the moral boundar-
ies God calls us to maintain. However, when we
realize the possibilities of the wonderful life here
and in eternity that God has called us to, we will
eagerly ask him to transform our lives and make
us living testimonies to his grace.

Move on to Key 7 and turn to Matthew 26.

2:24 Not only did Jesus serve as our example for how to deal with suffering, but he also suffered for us. g

He received the punishment for our sin so we wouldn’t have to. Instead of facing terrible punishment,
we can receive his mercy. He desires to set us free from our bondage and heal us from the devastating

effects of sin in our lives.

3:1-7 God's design for marriage is for the wife to respect her husband and the husband to be sensi-
tive and loving toward his wife. Husband and wife are to receive through each other the blessings of
God's loving grace and guiding truth. This sounds wonderful, but, as anyone who is married knows, it is
often hard to carry out! It requires being vulnerable, resolving conflicts, and being confronted with the
fruth even when it hurts. Working through such difficulties is part of God’s plan for helping us grow to

full maturity.
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,\s__i.m n a Name?

The name Peter (or Petros) means “Rock.”

STANDING STRONG
 Peter encouraged
believers to stay strong
in their faith during
trials and persecution,

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW 1 PETER AND 2 PETER?

1 PETER IN REVIEW

e 14

N CRYPTIC PHRASES
1. What does Peter mean by “pure
spiritual milk”?

A. The headwaters of Euphrates .
B. Clean water for missionaries
C. Feeding on the Word of God

D. The vision of the river flowing in
heaven

O WHD SAID IT?
2. “All people are like grass, and all their
glory is like the flowers of the field; the

grass withers and the flowers fall, but the .

word of the Lord endures forever.” Which
prophet does Peter quote?

‘ MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY
3. What does Peter say we should do
“without grumbling”?

- 2PETER IN REVIEW

@ HOT SEAT

1. 1 am the one Peter says "was tormented in
his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he
saw and heard.” Who am 1?

o,

T mvumAE & MISCELLANY

2, Peter quotes God, saying, “This is M.% Son,
whom | love; with him | am well pleased.”
When did Peter say he heard God say it?

A. During Jesus’ baptism

B. During the transfiguration on the sacred
mountain

C. During the Last Supper before the
crucifixion

D. During the moments just before Jesus’
ascension

@ TIME TRAVELER

3. You are what Peter says will come like a

- referencing the word Hhist, Wit e wouT

suffer (or suffering) 18 times. :

KEY PASSAGE

“For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver o
gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down
to you from youy m_‘_awms? but with the precious blood of Christ, a
lamb without blemish or defest” (1:18-19).

A. Offer hospitality to one another
B. Speak the truth in love

C. Share our possessions with one
another

D. Pray and fast

WX MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY

4, What has Jesus’ divine power given us?

@ HOT SEAT
5.1am what Peter says the present earth and

® TIME TRAVELER heavens are being reserved for, What am I1?

4, Peter refers to you as his son.
Who are you?

‘ MINUTIAE & MISCELLANY

6. What did Peter say he thought was
Q wwosuom fghttodo? | oD

5. “For the eyes of the Lord are on the
righteous and his ears are attentive to A. Refresh his readers’ memories
B. Point out his readers’ faults

their prayer.” Who originally said this?
C. Share his belongings with his readers

@ HOT SEAT D. Visit his readers as soon as possible
6. | am what the water that saved Noah
and his family represents to believers,
What am 1?7
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- CHAPTERS mmﬁm..,_ wrote to believers
_ “ Om mnmﬁmqmm throughout the
L i VERSES _u,_‘os_san of Pontus,
u N.&@W Galatia, Cappadocia,
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