WHAT’S THIS BOOK ABOUT? In this follow-up to 1 Peter, the apostle
prepares the church to stand against false teachers. He also answers
some questions about the return of Christ.

+ WHO WROTE IT? The apostle Peter.
 WHEN DID IT HAPPEN? Around A.p. 64.

- WHERE DOES THIS BOOK FIT? Near the end of
Peter's life. ‘

« THE BREAKDOWN .

« Chapter 1: Defending the truth

- Chapter 2: Warning against false teachers

- Chapter 3: Correcting mistaken ideas about
Christ's return

-+ KEY CONCEPTS

« Faith

« Growth

+ Scripture

- Christ's return
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 WORTH MEMORIZING

e 1:5-7 Supplement your faith with a
mm:ma% provision of moral excellence,
and moral excellence with knowledge,
and knowledge with self-control, and
self-control with patient endurance, and
patient endurance with godliness, and
godliness with brotherly affection, and
brotherly affection with love for everyone.

e 1:20-21 Above all, you must realize that
no prophecy in Scripture ever came -
from the prophet's own understanding,
or from human initiative. No, those
prophets were moved by the Holy Spirit,
and they spoke from God.

= 3:8-9 You must not forget this one thing,
dear friends: A day Is like a thousand

- years 1o the Lord, and a thousand years
is like a day. The Lord isn't really being
slow about his promise; as some people
think. No, he is being patient for your
sake. He does not want anyone to be

~ destroyed, but wants everyane to repent.

THE MASCULINE PERSPECTIVE

* FAITHFULNESS. Peter mentions two Old
Testament men—Noah and Lot~who
were spared from the destruction around
9«3 because they were faithful to God

- (2:4-9). If these men were able to resist
the pressure to conform, surely God can
mzm us sm mﬁm:ms ﬁa,am”ﬁaa, mao

INTRODUCTION TO

2 PETER

BACKGROUND
eter wrote this letter in response 10
the false teachers prevalent in his
time. Like 1 Peter, this epistle is not ad-
dressed to a single church. Its author-
ship has been questioned, one reason
being the differences in the Greek vo-

« " cabulary of 1 Peter compared to 2 Pe-
ter. But Peter dictated the first letter to

a scribe (1 Pt 5:12), while the second

© . Ietter does not mention a scribe. There

is also some dispute because 2 Peter
and Jude (a later book) are so similar
in content. However, in 1:16~18 the au-
thor claims to have been present at the
transfiguration—witnessed only by the
three disciples Peter, James, and John.

MESSAGE
Peter encourages his readers to add

OUTLINE

1. Certainty of Faith
A. Greetings
B. Characteristics to add to faith
C. Eyewitnesses to his majesty
It. Beware of False Teachers
{il. The Day of the Lord
A. Mockers in the last days
B. New heaven and earth

the following character traits fo their
faith: goodness, knowledge, self-con-
{rol, patience, godliness, and brotherly
kindness (1:5-7)—a list not unlike the
fruit of the Spirit (Gal 5:22-23). Since
the readers of Peter's epistle fived in a
time of many heresies, Peter has harsh
words for those who teach false doc-
trines and for those who fall prey fo
them. In a discussion of the last days,
Peter avers that Christ will again ap-
pear. Believers must be prepared for his
coming, making efforts to be “found of
him in peace, without spot, and blame-
less” (3:14).

TIME

Second Peter was written after 1 Peter,
just before his martyrdom, which oc-
curred between A.p. 64 and 66.

1:1-2
1:3-11
112-21
2:1-22

3:1-10

3:11-18




- 2 Peter -

£

writing a final letter to friends, what would you say? That’s a

heavy question, but it helps us understand 2 Peter. Knowing .
his remaining time was short, Peter wrote this letter, probably -

from Rome, as he neared the time of his martyrdom.

Had you been Peter, what would you have written? Perhaps
you'd want to give a reminder of your core beliefs, then you
might leave instructions about a critical issue, finally youd
focus on the joy of Christ’s return.

. That's exactly what Peter did in the three chapters of his letter.
In chapter 1, he affirmed that God has given us all things
~ pertaining to life and godliness, and we must diligently grow in
these virtues. He said, “I think it is right, as long as I am in this
tent (of my body) to stir you up by reminding you” (2 Peter 1:14)
of the truths of Scripture given by those “who spoke as they
were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21).

In chapter 2, he warned us against false teachers who m_,ﬁmmw,

with great swelling words of emptiness. -

He concluded with chapter 3 devoted to the Lord’s return, when
the heavens will pass away with a great noise and the elements

e %«M f you were dying but had the opportunity of |

will melt with fervent heat. In light of this what sort of people |

ought we to be? We should be people who are known, Peter said,

by our holy conduct and godliness, as we look for and hasten |

the coming of our Lord.

KEY THOUGHT:

While awaiting our Lord’s return,
we must stand on His great and

precious promises, which provide

all we need for life and godliness.
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KEY VERSE:

“Therefore, brethren, be even more dili gent
to make your call and election sure, for if you
do these things you will never stumble”

: 2 Peter 1:10

teo3
"KEY ACTION:

“Therefore, beloved, looking forward
to these things, be diligent to be
found by Him in peace, without

spot and blameless.”
9 Peter 8:14

0
G%e,
KEY PRAYER:

Dear God, may I grow in the
grace and knowledge of my Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.




THE SECOND EPISHLE GF

PETER

FIRST PETER DEALS WITH PROBLEMS from the outside; Second Peter deals
with problems from the inside. Peter writes to warn the believers about the

false teachers who are peddling damaging doctrine. He begins by urging them

to keep close watch on their personal lives. The Christian life demands dili-
gence in pursuing moral excellence, knowledge, self-control, perseverance,
godliness, brotherly kindness, and selfless love. By contrast, the false teach-
ers are sensual, arrogant, greedy, and covetous. They scoff at the thought of
future judgment and live their lives as if the present would be the pattern for
the future. Peter reminds them that although God may be longsuffering in
sending judgment, ultimately it will come. In view of that fact, believers should
live lives of godliness, blamelessness, and steadfastness.

The statement of authorship in 1:1is very clear: “Simon Peter, a bondservant
and apostle of Jesus Christ.” To distinguish this epistle from the first by Peter
it was given the Greek title Petrou B, the “Second of Peter.”

3

WATCH WORDS
= pature (one’s inherent characteristics by origin or E:EL 4
= addi (provide, furnish, or support)—1:5 .
= interpretation (explanation; meaning)—1:20
= pure (unsullied by foreign substances; free from falsehood; sincere)—3:1

KNOW YOUR BIBLE

2 PETER

.

¥

AUTHOR: Fm mueﬁ_m Peter (1), . -
DATE: va_umu_< m:m .ﬂm AD 60s, msoze before v%« s execution,

_2 TEN .E_Ow.vm DR LESS :
~ Beware of m&% nm»nrmam S&z: the nwﬁnr

DETAILS, trmbmm
w The Christian qualities of mm;r virtue, wsoi&m@ m&minoan& wm:osn@ :
H * godliness, and love (1:5-8), coupled with a reliance on scripture ( rGINC« ‘
will help believers avoid the false teachings of those who “secretly bring in’

destructive heresies, m,ﬁu denying the Lord who bought them” (2:1 Nkjv).

|

QUOTABLE :

> We have not followed nsznmum:\ devised mmzmm. when we Bm% §o<§
unto you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Qu:mr but were 3&‘
witnesses of his majesty c 16 kyv). .

> The Lord is not slack concerning his EoEmmm. as some men count slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing Eﬁ any should vmzmw
but that all should aosn to w.mmmﬂgna Am 9 KIV).,

PRESERVE SPIRITUAL GAINS

Developing Self-Control
2 Peter 1:2-9

Developing self-control will help us tremen-
dously as we seek to preserve our spiritual gains.
And according to Peter, who had learned some |
difficult lessons about self-control himself, such |
self-restraint is part of a larger progression of |
spiritual growth. He wrote, "Make every effort
to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, |
knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and
to self-control, perseverance; and to persever-
ance, godliness; and to godliness, mutual af- |
*mm»_o: and to mutual affection, love” (2 Peter
1:5-7)

Self-control is a fruit of the Holy mv_..; (see Ga- |
latians 5:22~23). Self-control grows in our lives
when we cling closely to God, allowing his Spirit
to flow through us. As we persevere day by day,
God will develop his own characterin us, includ-
ing the character trait of mm_*.no:ﬁ_‘o_ |

.

‘

e UNIOUE >zu czcmﬂbr
' Peter wrote this letter knowing his mmﬁr was near: “The _m%:m m&% om Bw
m&.&? ms%gm is S:énmi as »_mc oE. ho& ?mcm Owﬁmn wmm Em@m n#»”.

- 8 me” (L K z>m$

mo WHAT? ; : ; :
“Beware lest you also fall from your own mnmm&»mgmmm“ wm_zw _& Béw 3

S ,J.. - m.a az.owom 9« §nwn% (3:17 255
m>—u » vm.ﬁmm._ bzu vmb-.z ._Ew.
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C c_..m..zga.. nosmm, <o=.. :axn Em&:m is on umnm Nqo
C .33?39_5 no:_.mm. <c5 :mﬁ ,.mma_sm w o: page muo
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" CLOSERLOOK

THE TEACHING OF BALAAM

By AD 68, the message of salvation through
Jesus had spread throughout most of the
eastern Roman Empire, and there were
churches in every major city. But in recent
years teachers with destructive doctrines
had also risen, and some of their teachings
were a licentious distortion of the pure Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

Peter warned that “there will also be
false teachers among you, who will secretly
introduce destructive heresies” (2 Peter
2:1 NasB). In fact, some taught that since
Christians were under grace, not the Law; they
were now free to commit sexual immorality.
Peter said, “Many will follow their sensuality,
and because of them the way of the truth will
be Bm—mmﬂm&: (v.2 NASB). Peter mxﬁum.amm that  Christreferred toatemptress aslezehel”and stated that she
these teachers had “eyes full of adultery that “@gssnanssn
never cease from sin, enticing unstable souls. . .forsaking the right way, they
have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam” (vv. 14-15 NASB).

Indeed, less than thirty years later, Jesus rebuked the church of Pergamos,
saying, “There are some among you who hold to the teaching of Balaam,
who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin so that they. . .committed
sexual immorality” (Revelation 2:14 N1v). And a so-called prophetess (whom
Christ called “Jezebel”) was in nearby Thyatira. Jesus said, “By her teaching
she misleads my servants into sexual immorality” (Revelation 2:20 N1v).

So often—both then and in modern times—destructive doctrines arise
because people desire a “Gospel” that allows them to indulge their flesh and
live the way they choose to live.

READ 2 PETER 2 AND PROVERBS 5.

® Six-Month Course: your next reading is on page 270. >
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TREASURE

THE GOSPEL ISN’T A FABLE

Most educated Greeks and Romans recognized that the stories about their
gods and goddesses were simply clever fables invented by men. Jesus Christ,
on the other hand, was a real historical figure who had lived, died, and
resurrected in the days of the Roman governor Pontius Pilate. And there
were many witnesses to this. The writers of the Gospels had either personally
witnessed the events they described or carefully interviewed those who had
seen them (John 19:32-35; 21:24; Luke 1:1-4). That’s why Peter wrote, “For
we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known toyou the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His
majesty” (2 Peter 1:16 NKJV).

READ LUKE 3 AND ISAIAH 41,

. Hr D um%.&‘zm ASURE
THE NEw TESTAMENT IS SCRIPTURE

At what point did the Church recognize that the New Testament was
scripture? About AD 64, Paul equated the written Gospels with the Law of
Moses. He stated, “For the Scripture says, ‘You
shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the
grain, and “The laborer is worthy of his wages™
(1 Timothy 5:18 Nkjv). The first passage quoted
was Deuteronomy 25:4. The second passage was
Luke 10:7. Also,around AD 68, Peter wrote, “Those
who are ignorant and unstable have twisted his
[Paul’s] letters. . .just as they do with other parts
of Scripture” (2 Peter 3:16 NLT). By saying “other
parts of Scripture) Peter was acknowledging
that Paul’s epistles were also scripture. (See also

Peter, who is represented in the painting Saint Peter & 3 X
by Bl Greco (1541-1614), stated that the Gospefs 1 Corinthians 14:3 .Nv

are just as important as the laws of Moses.
READ 2 PETER 3 AND ISAIAH 42.




2 Peter

Book INTRODUCTION

.>ummu his devastating failure in the courtyard of O&mﬁbmw.
where he had denied Jesus at a moment of ultimate crisis,
Peter faithfully and courageously followed his Lord for the rest of

his life. That winding, sometimes rocky pathway eventually led

_to Rome, where Peter almost certainly wrote his first letter to the

churches in Asia Minor (1 Pet. 1:1; 5:13) and probably his second |

letter as well—possibly under very different circumstances.

When fire broke out in Rome in AD 64 and destroyed much of
_ the city, some alleged that Emperor Nero himself was responsible,
purposely destroying part of the city to create a new capital. Nero
blamed the Christians and ordered that they be hunted down and
punished. Some were imprisoned; many were murdered. .

Initially, Peter was thrown in prison during this wave of
persecution, only to be executed in the end. Tradition says that he
spent his last years in a Roman prison, writing his final letter with a
cross—his own cross—looming on the horizon (John 21;18).

Just as 2 Timothy was Paul's last testament of his faith, so 2 Peter
became the last message from the leader of the oﬁmS& 12 disciples.

WHAT IT SAvs | End-Times mis@&s&

Peter's final message before his martyrdom quickly Hm<mm_m what
weighed most heavily on his heart: the issue of false teachers in
the young church. These false teachers were vuoaomnm immoral,
Eﬁo&w living by denying that Christ was really going to return to
judge sin. ,

 Peter'sreaders were the same as for Em first letter—and so was Em
purpose for writing: "Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle
(in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of reminder)"

(3:1). He was addressing members of churches in Asia Minor, and his |
goal was to remind, encourage, and teach them yet again about the

salvation they had inherited through faith in Christ (1:2-9).

Unlike many of the other biblical writers, Peter knew this would be
his final message. (He clearly refers to Jesus' prophecy on the shore
of the Sea of Galilee: “knowing that shorily I must put off my tent,
just as our Lord Jesus Christ showed me" [1:14]). As a result of this
knowledge, his letter takes on the traits of a last will and testament.
He writes {o his spiritual family, conveying what any father would:
he recognizes his mortality; he reviews his teachings; he exhorts
them to continue in what they have received; he reminds them that

2 PETER

he personally witnessed the truth revealed in Christ; and he advises them about the
future—how some scoffers would attempt to taint their inheritance and weaken their
faith, especially regarding the second coming of Christ. Peter's second letter was his
last chance to strengthen and prepare his spiritual heirs before he left this world.,

In a time of turmoil, confusion, and danger, the apostle Peter declared again the
resplendent certainties of the Christian faith. He highlighted the great promises of
God (1:4), the majesty of the Lord Jesus Christ (1:16), the certainty of God's Word

(1:19), the assurance of Christ's refurn (3:4-9), the inevitable judgment of the world

{3:10), and the glorious hope of a new heaven and new mmHE (3:13).

WHAT IT MEANS | “Let Me Remind You One Move Time”

The three chapters of this brief epistle articulate Peter's emphases: matters of a
last testament (1), a warning against false teachers (2), and the truth about Christ's
return (3).

e Peter's Credentials: In case the false teachers question his credibility, Peter
reestablishes his credentials with his readers: he was an eyewitness to the ministry,

. Transfiguration (1:16-18), and resurrection of Jesus.

o Knowledge: Peter uses this word four times in his opening chapter alone (1:3, 5,
6, 8). He urges his readers to far more than mere intellectual understanding; they
must pursue an intimate interaction with the truths of God. This yields the greatest
transformation of all: a deeply intimate relationship with Jesus.

o Spiritual Growth: The most important matter to Peter was his readers’ continued

spiritual QSSE He wants them to remember that everything they need for life |
and godliness is theirs through God's power and Ewoﬁ@& a diligent reading and |

heeding of His Word (1:3-11).

o False Teachers: Peter devotes the middle portion of his letter to the false teachers
who would come and seek to lure the churches into their carnal ways. Peter wants
his readers to focus on the Scriptures given by God rather than listening to the
“private interpretation” of self-appointed teachers who refuse to believe that God
will judge wickedness (1:20; 2:1-22; 3:3; 4).

e. Christ's Second QQBEQ. Peter warned the church that scoffers would come asking,
"Where is the promise of His coming?” (3:4). Peter assures his readers that any
delay in Christ's return does not show a failure regarding His promises; instead,
God is giving humanity time so that all s.wo will “should come to repentance” (3:9).

WHaAT It MEANS FOR YOU | Remember QR Promises
Concerned as he was about false teachers who wmn infilrated the young
church—causing discord, raising doubts, and creating havoc—Peter's strong advice

was to cling to the sure promises of God. Instead of refuting the false teachings one

by one, he restates his apostolic teaching of the great, qwummonﬁn@ truths of the
Christian faith and urges God's people to live them out. It is a good plan for us all.

. Whatever your situation, whatever your current pressures or anxieties or doubts,
whatever any skeptic is telling you, take time to consider the promises of God. Write
them out. Memorize them. Ponder them in your heart. Claim them. Pray them back
to the Lord. Remember what a magnificent God we serve. And then act on what you
wsoﬁ because Epm is mmmnbm A new heaven and earth are just around the corner. -

|
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A AWORDOF BLESSING (11-2)
" B. GODHAS EVERYTHING WE NEED
C A3 ad
- C. THE PERIL WITHIN: BEWARE!
 aen
D, HOPE FOR TOMORROW, PURPOSE
~ FORTODAY (3:1-18)

THE BIG PICTURE

Peter’s audience had a problem. False teachers had moved
into church fellowships and promoted wrong ideas about
God. In many of these early churches a majority of the
people were uneducated. They were easily swayed by the
eloquence of traveling false teachers who intentionally
deceived the people, using lies and half-truths to manipulate
the believers for their own ends.

The apostle Peter sent a series of warnings to his
readers: Watch out for false teachers; remember that God
will hold them accountable for their errors; recognize
false teachers by their deeds; remember the price they
will pay for misleading people. Peter wanted his readers to
experience the life-changing power of God in their lives. To
do this, the believers needed to avoid manmade substitutes
and the false teachings about Christ.

The challenge to Peter’s audience went beyond a mere
warning, however. Peter included a plan for the church’s
growth: “His divine power has given us everything we need

GOD IS OUR HELP AND HOPE

Peter wrote to people who were facing severe opposition.
Hrm. mn.zamb emperor Nero had begun his persecution of
Christians, and many would soon face death at his hands.

,. *At the same time, false ideas about God threatened the

believers’ new faith. Peter reminded these new believers to
keep their eyes on God, the only reliable source of help and
hope. As we also focus on God, we will find new hope no
matter what circumstances we face. Then, as we persevere
through tough times, our behavior will reflect that God is
working powerfully in our lives,

THE IMPORTANCE OF PERSEVERANCE

Since we have been freed from our slavery to sin, we
must persevere in our faith so that we do not become
tangled up in sin once again. Falling back into sin makes
our spiritual growth difficult, but the secret to making
- progress is perseverance, With God’s help we can get up
quickly and get back on track as soon as possible, no matter
what the circumstances. When we accept God’s free gift
of forgiveness, we will grow closer to God, who loves us
and promises to be with us. In this way, God will help us
persevere through the tough times and experience his joy in
the process.

for a godly life through our knowledge of him who called us

by his own glory and goodness” (2 Peter 1:3).

Why do the pains, disappointments and sins of life
bring us down? Why do we hurt those we love the most?
Perhaps we will never learn the answers to those questions.
But 2 Peter does tell us how to change: Get to know God.
The God of the universe has made himself available to us
on a personal level. As we get to know him, he will help
us overcome our shortcomings and replace them with self-
control, kindness, love, forgiveness, perseverance, patience
and peace.

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL THEMES

SPIRITUAL RENEWAL REQUIRES SURRENDER TO GOD

Some people say that we have the power to heal ourselves.
That false idea is fed by our own wishful thinking,
believing we have the power within ourselves to overcome
all of our problems and find fulfillment in our lives. Or
maybe we would rather ignore reality and enhance our
spiritual lives without ever really dealing with our problems
and difficult relationships. But true spiritual renewal never
divorces spiritual life from the rest of life. Spiritual renewal
must involve the entire person— heart, mind, spirit and
will—surrendering one’s whole life and being to God’s rule.
It is not an easy or painless process. Surrender demands
complete devotion of our lives to God. But if we are willing
to repent and entrust our lives to God, we will discover the
joy and peace that God intends for us.

' FOR REFLECTION

_ The Return of Christ in vmqmumﬁ?wu. 33, 4

again, It has been a while.

mmmm:iu_ ._umn,ﬁm

Peterwith Paul and with the church at ;

PURPOSE: .t
To help his readers keep their focus on
God's graceand truth, T

AUTHOR:
Theapostle Peter.

AUDIENCE:
All cm_aﬁa everywhere,

DATEWRITTEN:

" Around AD 66 67, a few years after
- 1Peter was written. :

© SETTING: , _
. Peterwas probably writing from Rome, M

sending words of encouragement and

¢ warning to people he did not expectto

see again. He wanted them to watch out w
i

. forfalse teachings and to be faithful to
. God and one another,

KEY VERSE: |
“His divine power has given us ; u
|

. everything we need fora godly life
.- through our knowledge of him who

Mg:a_& Szwcﬁsaﬁingém&aﬁ
il RERE ; |

KEY PEOPLE AND RELATIONSHIPS: _

large. .

2 PETER 3:9 |

We smile when we think of first-century impatience ﬁoﬁgm return of Christ. The faithful had been wait-
ing for three decades, whereas today's believers have been waiting for 200 decades—two millennia. If
we were farmers, we would say that the clouds had closed up forever, and that the rain would never fall

So what is the evidence of His return? Perhaps we should view the issue from this angle. How a:m did

dates the first pages of Genesis, it was a very long time.

people wait for the first coming of Christ? Genesis 3:15 offers the first mention of the coming Redeemer.
In the second chapter of Luke, the prophecy comes to fruition. How long in between? No matter how one

According to the Jewish calendar there are nearly 4,000 years between Adam and the birth of Christ.
Two thousand years have passed since Christ promised His return. That is less than half the number of
years between Genesis and Luke—and we are still awaiting His second coming. .

|
|
|



Prophecies Yet to Be Fuliilled

2 Peler 120, 24

What is the likelihood that so many prophecies in the OT would find fulfiliment in one individual,
Jesus of Nazareth? To the present day, not a single biblical prophecy concerning the Messiah or
anything else in Scripture has been left unfulfilled if its time has come. Such predictive accuracy
led the apostle Peter to write, “For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (1:21).

Prophecy can have two purposes: to foretell the future and to forthtell the present. Foretelling
is predictive; it describes something that will happen in the future. Forthtelling is prescriptive;
it speaks forth the truth of God, not for the future but for today—for the purposes of “edifica-
tion and: exhortation and comfort” (1 Cor. 14:3). Note, however, that predictive “foretelling” can
produce these results also. When Paul wrote to the Thessalonians about the future destiny of
their deceased loved ones, he said, “Therefore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thess.
4:18). And about the coming Day of the Lord, he concluded, “Therefore . . . edify one another,
just as you also are doing” (1 Thess. 5:11). .

Prophecy is never given to simply satisfy our curiosity about what the future holds. It is
meant.to motivate us to holy living in the present by edifying God's people, by exhorting them to
stay committed to Christ and the truth, and by comforting those who are suffering trials.

The following prophetic events, centered around the Second Coming of Christ and the end of
the present age, are yet to be fulfilled. They are a powerful source of encouragement designed
by God to motivate us to live holy lives in an unholy world. .

The Rapture of the Church. The Rapture (when Christ comes to gather deceased and living
Christians to Himself in the clouds; 1 Thess. 4:13~18) is imminent; it could happen at any mo-
ment. All prophecies leading up to the Rapture have been fulfilled, so prophetically speaking,
nothing else has to happen before Christ appears in the clouds to remove His church from earth.

The Rise of the Antichrist. The removal of the church and the Holy Spirit from earth in the
Rapture is the event that will signal the Antichrist's aggressive rise to international prominence.
He will establish a protective treaty with the nation of Israel but break it during the Tribulation
(Dan. 9:27; 2 Thess. 2:1-12). ; :

The Great Tribulation. This will be an unprecedented time of trouble and distress upon the
earth (Jer. 30:7; Dan. 12:1; Matt. 24:21) for those who are not removed in the Rapture (1 Thess.
5:9; Rev. 3:10). Daniel saw Its duration as a “week” of seven years (Dan. 9:27).

The Second Coming of Christ.-During the seven years of the Great Tribulation, the Antichrist
will have unprecedented power to rule and wreak havoc on earth. At the end of seven years, Christ
will return to earth with the “armies of heaven” (Rev. 19:14) to judge the Antichrist and wage war
against him. Jesus, of course, will win, and the Antichrist will be thrown alive into a fiery lake of
burning sulfur. The rest of his followers will also be judged. At this point, Christ will be recognized
as the true King of kings, and He will set up his millennial reign (Rev. 20:4-6). ;

The Millennium. The OT prophets foresaw a time of universal peace .and blessing presided
over by the heir to David's throne (Isa. 9:6, 7; 11:1—12:6; 65:17-25). The apostle John saw
this period of blessing as a thousand years during which Christ and His servants will reign over
the earth (Rev. 20:1-6). ;

The Great White Throne Judgment. At the end of the Millennium, Christ will judge all humans
who have failed to respond to God’s offer of salvation (Rev, 20:11-15).

The New Heavens and New Earth. The last unfulfilled event on God’s prophetic calendar is
the appearing of the New Jerusalem and the beginning of the eternal state (Rev. 21:1—22:6).
God's people will enjoy unending life in the very presence of God and the Lamb. The goal of God's
intention for creation and His people will finally be fulfilled! ‘ .

For Further Beading; Dan. 11:40; Zech. 12:1-3, 9, 10; Matt. 24:3, 22; Luke 21:20~24; Rev. 17:12-14

Reliable?

hen | was a young man, | thought the Bible Emm:o.ﬂzzm more than fiction or

fancy. Yet in college | met some students who actually belisved the Bible was
true. To prove them wrong, | set out to show that the Bible was unreliable. I'm pleased
to report my .*mm_:_‘m. | discovered that the Bible is fully accurate and reliable and that
we can know God personally through its pages. Here’s what | found.

First, ,Eo biblical accounts were all written by mﬁiw:wmmom to the events or by
people who knew the eyewitnesses personally (Lk 1:2; >o, 4:20; 1Jn 1:3). Peter said,
“For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were eyewitnesses of His
majesty” (2Pt 1:186, italics mine).

Second, the vast number of early handwritten manuscripts of the NT ensures we
can reconstruct the original with tremendous confidence. Modern editions of ancient
books are often based on just a few existing copies (sometimes less than 10). Still,
scholars are confident that the present versions of those non-biblical books accurately
reflect the originals. In terms of the number of manuscripts, the NT dwarfs all other
ancient writings. There are over 5,000 partial or whole Greek NT manuscripts. If other
languages are included, the number jumps beyond 25,0001

- Third, existing copies of the NT are remarkably close to the date of original

ooimowEo:. Most ancient works have a gap of more than 700 years, with some

works, such as those by Plato and Aristotle, being twice that. In contrast, fragments of
the Gospel of John date within 40 years of its writing (John Rylands Papyri) and a near
complete copy of the NT within 100150 years of composition (Chester Beatty Papyri).
From the standpoint of ancient history, the NT documents are reliable, accurate,

and incomparable. Amazingly, even if all the manuscripts were destroyed, we could ,
reconstruct the entire NT (except for 11 verses) through the Bible quotes made by the _

early church fathers.

Fourth, if the disciples had made up the stories about Jesus, they paid for that lie
with their lives. History tells us that ten of His original twelve disciples suffered violent
deaths as a result of boldly proclaiming that Jesus Christ was the risen Son of God.
Would the disciples die for a lie? While it’s true that thousands of people have died for ﬂ
a lie, they did so only if they thought it was the truth. If the resurrection was a lieand |
the disciples knew it, certainly many of them would have cracked under pressure to _
save their lives and confessed the conspiracy.

Fifth, early non-Christian writers such as Josephus, Tacitus, and Pliny the Younger |
verify important details of the biblical narrative. These include that Jesus was a Jewish \
teacher, His rejection by Jewish leaders, the belief that He performed healings and
miracles, and His crucifixion under Pontius Pilate during the relgn of Tiberius Caesar,

You have every reason to trust the Bible, and more importantly, the God of whom
it speaks. ,,,;




u. They Sn_ﬁma the church ﬁ.u.v

- 42, They are ﬁ:ﬁmi AM u.mv

2, They come in secret (2:1).

1.3. They love to deceive others (2:13).

3. They deny the work of Jesus (2:1). -

14. They are full of adultery (2:14).

4. They blaspheme the truth (2:2).

15. They cannot cease from sinning (2:14).

‘5. They are greedy (2:3, 14).

16. They prey on unstable new believers (2:14).

6. They use words that sound remarkably o_amm
to the truth (2:3).

-17. They intentionally speak lies (2:15).

' 7. They foliow the flesh (2:10),

48. They are out for monetary galn (2:15).

8. They are presumptuous and self-willed Au.ue

19, They talk a ot but say nothing (2:16, 18).

9. ,_.._@ do :on want to aw Eam_. maa:am
authority (2:10, 11).

20. .=._m< ‘make ma.a_umm _u.da..mmm w:»
“never deliver (2:17).

10. They exhibit peace on the outside but are like
untamed beasts on the Inside (2: “_.nu

24, They use alluring thoughts to provoke attention
from thelr audience {2:18).

11. They speak more evil
~ than good (2:42),

22. They make promises they
cannot deliver (2:19).

2:4-12 Here we are reminded of the consequences to be faced by those who reject God's plan and lead
others away from the truth. God has provided us with the help we need to renew our lives according to
his will. The consequences of a self-centered pursuit of pleasure and power are terrible. It is good to be
reminded every so often of what we have been delivered from: “sudden destruction.”

2:13-22 Setting appropriate boundaries will help protect our spiritual health. People who do not have our best

interests at heart are everywhere, even in the Christian community. Peter emphasized the need for discern:
ment here. Apparently the church in Peter's day was plagued by those who once professed faith in Christ but
then corrupted the truth of the gospel. They advocated “freedom,” but that freedom was really only a license
to become enslaved once again by sin. Setting healthy boundaries for our behavior involves knowing God’s
truth and allowing neither the false teachings of others nor our own sinful inclinations to lead us asiray.

|

)
~

2:10, 11 | Eh__sn_._& may cu another name for angels (Jude 8-10).
False teachers despise even supernatural authorities, not just human
ones. Believers should avoid revlllng accusations against others and
treat all in authority—even thelr enemies~with respect (Ex, 22:28).
2:42-17 | Peler spares no words in describing the depravity of
these false teachers. They are natural brute beasts (Jude 10) that
follow thelr irstincts without regard for consequences and their
passions are unrestrained. Although God seems silent in the face
of their wicke dness, they will recelve the wages of thelr unrigh-
teousness: eternal darkness (Phil. 3:19). This is a timely reminder
today as wellz God sees their deeds and He will judge.

2:18, 14 | When believers don't train themselves in God's ways,
they are vulnerable to those who have tralned their hearts in
covetous prastices. It takes very little effort to develop a habit

of sin (eyes . .. that cannot cease from sin) in which one starts
to believe one’s own deceptions. The eyes symbolized a person's

desires—people look intently upon what they lust after.

2:14 | False teachers prey upon those who are weak and unsta-
ble in their faith. This is why diligence in the disciplines of the faith
(1:4-8) is so vital, Training in godliness and truth is the Christian's
best weapon. Enticing means “alluring”~to lure someone as a
fisherman's bait lures a fish, -

2:15, 16 | False teachers disguise their real motives, but eventu-
ally their corruption shows. Like Balaam (Num, 22-24), they are .

characterized by blasphemous (irreverent) words, sm_.assm eyes,

and greedy hearts,

2:17 | Water is a common biblical metaphor for life-sustaining
truth. Peter employs two poetic images well known in the arid
Middle East of his day—wells without water, clouds without rain—
to llustrate the emptiness of the false teachers’ promises (Rom..
6:16; Gal. 5:13). What people promise does not matter; whether
they deliver proves the truth of their teaching,

;
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LESSONS: Every word o

EE

In the Word

Peter stated the purpose of his two letters: (1) to stimulate wholesome
thinking; (2) to recall the words of the prophets; and (3) to recall the
Lord’s command given through the apostles (3:1-2),

GIVING
IT ALL

Historians record that Peter
was crucified under order of
Roman emperor Nero, who
had announced himself as an

Reaching Beyond
This letter from Peter is
addressed to all believers,

of God and sk 3

& ‘gwa.ma sﬁwmaa those who through the

oy i righteousness of our God and
Paul. It is also traditionally : .

: Savior Jesus Christ have

believed that Peter was . : :

\ received a faith as precious
crucified upside down,

"y,
because he stated that he was as ours” (1:1).

“unworthy to die in the same @

manner as [his] Lord.” ﬁ m .w
W w CHAPTERS

®- This book ”
D _ _...U had at least W ,m @ .m
< O C > m.:wmnm._:msca_ % VERSES

; includin

_A Z O Solomon, Agur w m w 9 55 N
and Lemuel. o WORDS

KEY PASSAGE

“His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through
our knowledge of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.
Through these he has given us his very great and precious promises, so
that through them you may participate in the divine nature, having escaped
the corruption In the world caused by evil desires (1:3~4)."
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